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INTRODUCTION 


ifVEEY nntion, ^vhether ancient or modem, has 
" had and continaes to have, its own pecoliar 
wit and hnmonr Æsop’s Pables, vrhioh were 
vrritten 600 yoars before Chrisfc, nre, perhaps, 
the earliest exiBting oxamplen of wibfcy stories 
of tbe "WoBt intonded to instroot mankind. Side 
by Bide vritb thoBe fablee, similar stones have 
evistod in India for imparting education. Theso, 
after nnderRoing great alterations, have been 
bandod down to tbe present day in the 
Panchatantra, JTiiopaåcsa and Kathasaritsagaia. 
In the BiTtb ccntarj A D , tbo celebrated Sassanian 
King, Nnshirvnn, had tbese tales translated into 
Pehlavi and* the Western nations copied those 
tales. This goes far to provo tbat India was 
tbe home o£ wit and hnmonr 

Bat India is tbo home of overy variety of 
thoaght' and Iife, and thero is no donbt that 
tbe Tamils and the Telngns of South India and 
the Moghnls of Upper India have cultivated 
4istinctive types of cnltnre despito their funda¬ 
mental nnits’. One can easily distinguish tbe 
pecnliar tlavonr of Komati wit from the audaoious 
jeating of Tennaliraman. " The Son-in-Law 
Abroad” is a typical South Indian product and 
it -wonld bo an amnsing study to coropare bim 
with the Deccan or the Bengal variety and 
judge who IB the botter fool.” The genius of 
Ea]a Birbal and tbe aneedotes of Appaji are the 
pecultar products of conrt Iife and their stones 
afCord au amnsing and instrnotivo study in 
diplomacy of a kind Tbe folk-Iore of the 
Telugus and the New Indian Tales offer mueh 
entortainment. But for sheer instinet for detection 
■and subtle handling of complicBffced cases, Manada 



rSTRODCCTIOX 


R=iman sttinds nnrivnllGd And nlike the modem 
jtideo And the lover of detectivo storics will find 
mnch to interest nnd nnrnse His jndpments 
nre qnuk nnd his method of dotection ingeniofls. 
The% pro rertAinl\ a mnrvel of jodicml nenmen 
and detpctivc ^kill Animnl charneters nre a 
fenturc of Indmn tales and the classic aneedotos 
nre replete vith the actions of lions, elephants, 
catc mire and monkejs, foves, hares, emnes and 
crocodiles It is an enchanting kingdom for the 
jonne fnll of lifc and adventnre 

It vill bc noticed that this colleclion is an 
attempt to preserve, in a hnndj and permanent 
form, nian> of the stories and aneedotes which 
^•*e have puhhshed from time to time in separate 
hooklets Uroncht onder one co\cr, thej offer 
a plea-^ant reading to the old and jonng Somo 
of them are translated from Tamil, somo from 
Telt cti and others from Sanskrit and Hindostani, 
and \ e owe it to the laboiirs of the respcctivo 
anthors vho have re^ctied them from neglect and 
pre-rnted them in an Imglish garb Primaril> 
intfnded for amnsement, thc> throvr hght on the 
nnplev character of Indtan life nnd illnstrato 
m ir> ctirinns ensfoms and obseraanccs of the 
pr >1 I” Apart from their aaliie to the folklorist 
p’'d the antt'joanan, thej are not v ithont didactic 
trt''re-‘ ard thej thns nfford hoth pl(a=ant and 
in-*riftive rndinc to the ‘ niiin in the Street,” 
anl in the Raih\a> train, ns ulso to the school- 
citk' jo th for V horn moral lessons are so 
l' -’i'illj ‘cattered in the^e pages 

M«I)! V‘. 
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TALES OF TEHKALIRAMA 

BY 

PANDIT S M NATESA SASTRI. BA 


F The Taks of Tcntwhrama arc as popiilar »fi SoJitlicrn 

India as ihc fabk.s of .ll’op in Ific West Tennahraina was 
a cckhraird \rit irho JJoun’^hfd, accordtng to popular Icqcnda, 
dunnq tic time of the Vijaqanaqara Kmg, KrtsJinadcia 
Jtaqa, rrcU J noten for hts ptetg and Icarmnq and famous as 
the Ititldtr of the “ Thotisand ptllar Mandapaa" in inany a 
tctnpk from Conjeeteram to Cape Cotnonn Jl was the 

faehion in //lO'c dags for et en/ monarch or chief to Jeep a 
cottri jcftcr teho #oinrfiinc» played the part of a vwdern 
port latireatc Tcnnaltraman tcaa suppoeed to Jiate covtposed 
aome Telugu rernes but hta popuJanty tros matiiUj duc to 
hta jefta A Tamtl booJ caJkd " Tcnnaltraman Kathat" 
eontatns a coUcetton of ntnetcen atorica regardtng htm 
Some of thcfc arc omttted aa betnq too tulqar for cuJlivatcd 
taetra Kot all the rcat arc up to the /narl, but they arc 

euggeattve of the popular taste of Jns Urne and for that 

rtaton, tnteresUng ] 


I 

BECOMIKG A PltOFESSIONAL JESTER 


|N the Telngn country thore le a village nahied 
Tennah. In it was born a Brahman boy 
named Bama Once, a Sanyaai met this boy m 
the Street, and, etmek with his handsome 

appearance and bis ready wit, tanght him a certam 
incantation and said —“ My dear fellow, if you, 
in the conrse of a single night, repeatedly ohant 
this incantation in the presence of the goddess 
Kali, she will appear before yon with her 
thonsand faces. If yen be not overcome with 
fear of her presence, yen can secure from her 
* A rohgiouB mendicant 
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livbatever boon yoo may desire ” From tbat day, 
nama vrås waiting for an anspicions occasion to 
go to tbe Kali temple near bis village Daly as 
tbe lime came, be stood before tbe goddess »and 
repeated tbe incantations, Kali appeared before 
bim witb ber tboueand faces Tbe little fellow, 
bovever, vrås not at all afraid, but laugbed at 
tbe goddess Wherenpon, Kali asked bim in a 
stem voice, ‘ Wby do yon laagb’’’ And Eama 
replied —“ Motber, we, men, bavo eaoh but ono 
nose and tvo bands, yet wben vre contract a 
bead-cold, ve find it very difBcnlt to blov onr 
nose vitb onr tvo bands If over jon, vbo 
bavc tboneand noses, sbonld snffer from cold, 
I vonder bov littlo yonr tvo bands vill avail 
yon ' " Ploased at tbo lad’s vit, tbe goddess said, 
" Ab boy! inasmncb ns von bavo jested vitb 
mo, yon sball, from tbis day, becomo n joster— 
Vtlafal ai i ” And tbe boy said readily, " Migbty 
goddess, jon bavo given mo a vorj fine boon 
If I read my title from rigbt to left I am a 
jostor. and it from loft to rigbt, I am a jester, 
still ” The goddess vns all tbe more pleasod 
at tbis and said — 

“ For yonr intelligence yon sball bo a conrt- 
]cstcr and all in tbe kiog’s nssemblj sball over 
praiso yon for vonr vit ’’ After bavmg said so, 
tbe goddess vanisbed Eama, after tbat daj, 
attainod moro and more colebrity ns a jester, and 
at last reacbod tbo conrt of J?ayart and 
continned to live tboro 

• Tlie Tamil word for jcstcr rcndi tho pamo from loft 
to ng’it or from right to loft, liko tho Enghnh word Icrcl 

Tlio Payor King Kn^hnade\n Rnjn of tho Vijnjnnngor 
fn"-iU, who rtigncd oboiit tho boginning of tho ICth contury 
A D Qt Ilompi 
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II 

ESC APING FPOM THE PUNJSHMENT OF BEING 
TRAMPLED BY AN ELEPHANT 


fllNB day, Tennalirama incnrred the esfcreme 
displeasnre of tbe Rayai bj' overdoing his 
parti as a jester Tbe Rayai was mncb enraged 
fl.nd condemned Tennalirama to be tiampled on 
'by an elepbant Tbe serrants of the palace took 
him to an open plain ontside the city, dog a deep 
pit and bnried him in it, leaving onlv his face above 
gronnd. They then letnrned to the city to fetoh 
an elepbant to trample on the onminars head. 
In the interval, a hnmp-backed washei’man happened 
>to pasB tbat way, and he asked the jester " Why, 
sir, do yon stand tbas baned ? ” Tennalirama 
replied — ‘ I have bad a bad hnmp-back for a very 
Jong time To make roy body straigbt, a physician 
•left/ me bnried here thas I have lost my cnrve 
and become straigbt noiv Yon can dig me np 
and see for yonrself whetber it is so or not ” The 
washerman dag him op, and not seeing any bend 
nn tbo jester’s body, begged to be baned in the 
pit, 60 that his body might become erect too 
Tennalirama was not slow to coraply with this 
reqaest, and retarned to tbe Rayai with the 
washerman’s handle The Rayai asked —“ How 
now! Tennalirama here 1 Did I not order yon to 
bo trampled on to death ’ ” The jester replied with 
a cool obeisance —“ So it was ordered, bat an honest 
washerman has obligingly taken my place, and left 
this bandle in my keeping.” He then explained 
how he was able to escape from the pit Q^he 
Hayar langhed heartily and exonsed his jester. 
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III 

ESCAPIXG FliOM THE PUXISHMEXT OF BEIXG 
CUT OFF BY THE SWOBD 


A NOTHER day, Tennahrama committed a serioae 
blander in jesting, and the Rayat vrås mach 
cnraged He sent for two soldiers, and making 
over the jester to them, he said “ Hero! take 
this knave ont of onr presence and cnfc ofl his 
head vrith jonr swords ” The soldiers carried 
him off accordinglj, and as thoj wero preparing 
for their crnel act, he spoke gentlj to them — 

“ Ånyhov yon are to cnt off my head For 

the good of my sonl, howe\er, m the other ivorld, 

allov me to go to yonder tank, stand nock-deep 
in the vater and m that position, contemplate on 
God for ono yiinhxtrta vhilo jon both 

vatch mo vith drawn svords each on ono 
Bide When my contemplation is over, each will 
take aim at the same instant, and cnt off my 
head vith one foll sweep of his sword" They 
agreed to do so and he vent and stood thus 
in the tank, and vhen the svords vere hoiqg 
aimod at him from both sides, he snddenlj’ vent 
dovn mto the vater, and the svord of the each 
boldior cnt off the head of the other Withont 
losing mnch time, Tennalirama stood in the 
presenen of the Raijar and, to his astonished qneries, 
onlj offered this brief explanation " The cinmsy 
fcllov s ' they killed each other, and let mo escape " 

• IV loilTS 
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HOW THE SENTItlES WEEE WHIPPED 

'JpNCE there came to the Rayai's oonrt certain 
Bhagavata dancers from the Telnga country. 
The Rai/ai ordered a dance m the palaoe and 
gave orders to the sentnea at the two gates not to 
let in Tennahrama When the dance was going 
on inside, Tennahrama went to the first sentry 
and said “ Ållow me to go in. I shall give von 
half of what I get ” He allowed him to go in 
And he said the same to the second sentry and 
thus went in Tben, taking out a churn-dasher, 
•which he had brought witb him concealed, he 
struck the dancer who was playing the pait of 
God Knshna The actor set ’up a cry of pain— 
” Åiyo' ” And Tennahrama remarked “ Fie' Is 
this man Knshna? He is said to have received 
several blows from the churn-dashers of many 
herd-maids But bow is it tbat he is not able 
to bear one single hlow from my dasher ? ” On 
seeing him, the Rayai said “ How did he come 
in Give him 24 stripes with a whip ” When the 
*]ester was being led out to receive the stripes, he 
asked the second sentry, “ Have you not consented 
to receive half of what I get ” And he said, 
“ True, I have.” " I am to be given 24 stripes, 
and balf of it—12 stripes—you shall have ” Thus 
saying, he had the second sentry whipped, and 
also saw that the first sentry received the other 
12, himself escaping unhurt. 

♦ A BOt of rohgious poople who siag aad dance and enaofc 
tho scones of Krisbna’ø hfo os depicted in the Bhagavata This 
institution has gone out of vogue now, and has been reploced 
by what are called Kalakahepaa, in which some rehgious 
-story 18 expounded to the devout listeners with singing and. 
somotimes dancing 
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A K0\ EL MODE OF PAIETIXG 


*i'HE Eai/ai bnilt a storied honse' in a beantifnl 
stylc He tben sent for a painter and ordered 
him to paint snitable pictnres on tbe walJs of the 
mansion After finisbing his worL, tbe painter 
intxmated tbo faet to tbe Ratjar The Rayar 
proceeded to the honse accompanied by his 
ministers and others, and as be was being shown 
tbo sevcral pictnres, Tennalirnma noticed a pictnre 
which was painted in profile And he asLed 
“ Great King' This pictnre displays the limbs of 
only one side "VThere are those of the other 
Bide'’” To this the Rayai snid "Ton musfc 
irnaginc it all Don’t \oo know this'’ Ånd ns he 
said so, he langbed “ Yes, I nnderstand ifc now ”, 
said Tennalirama in appnrent slncD^lt^ Some- 
timij's, after Tennalirama said to the Rayai one 
da> “ From the dai we visited jdnr new mansion, 
I have boen practi^mg painting I have becomo 
an e\rert painter Ton mnst witncss m> beantifnl 
pictnres nou ” ” Indeod ' said tbe Rayar and ns 

the paintings in his palnce had bccomo old, he, 
add^d ‘ Yon can then rnb awaj al! theoo old 
paintines and eseente nev- oncs in tbeir place« ” 
He tben pave him betel leaf and nnts for the 
■work, vacatad that honse. and reraoved to anotber 
bnilding Tennalirema then rnbliad nvaj all tbe 
beantifnl paintings on tbe wall He painted a nail 
in one place a fincer in mother plaee, n band in 
a third tbn=, in his own wa\, he filled tbe 
whol" bont^p with danbs and spoiled its beanty 
nttprlj He tben vent to the Rayai and said “I 
have fini'bed m> paintings Kindlj favonr me with 
a visit " Tb e Ra>/ar, takmg him serionslj, entered 
* Ilia hl I ft'o J of cIo3iag a or contract 
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tho bnilding nccompanied by severnl people. On 
EeeinR tbe pictnres, he said “ 'What! Tennali- 
rama' I see onlj ndd hmba and fragments ” 
Ten^iahrnma said " Yon mast imagine all tbe 
Qlber portions to exist on tbe otber side 'What t 
bave jon forgotten tbat obvions tbing ? ” Tbe 
liajar exclaimod, *'O' I have been deceived 
Too have spoilod tbe whole bnilding ” He was 
mach nshamed and returned to his palace 
in anger. 


YI 

pnoFJTjyo liY TJin ladour of thieves 


ftZsE night, Tennalirnma came to know that 
^ Fi\ tbie^es had concealed themselves near 
his bouFO and tbat tbey were only vraiting for 
an opportnnity to enter in and take away his 
things He soon went into tbe several rooms 
and i;afel> secnred all tbe money, jewels, and 
silk clotbes He then called ont to his wife and 
said lond enoogh for tho thieves to hear Ås 
tfiere is novr much fear of thieves m this city, 
vre sball keep all onr property in a hig box and 
loclf it safely Then he filled up a big box ivitb 
stones and block. He himsolf, his wife and his 
son, all tbe three, carned tbe box to a well 
ivhich vrås in a gården ontside tbe honso and 
tbrew it into tbe well with a heavy splash. 
The thieves, who had carofnlly observed all this 
and were thoronghly taken in, said to themselves; 
“ It IB not necessary for ns now to get into 
tbe honse. Wo sball descend into tbe well and 
carry away tbe box. How easy tbey have made 
it for ns I ” And with great eagerness, one of 
them descended into tbe well, but on examining. 
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fonnd the 'water very åeep, and said that if 
some of the water waa haled ont, they conld 
easily take op the hos They all agreed to it 
They divided themselves into two parties of tlires 
each, and vent to vork vith the object of 
draining the veil And Tennahrama entered the 
garden nnohserved and vent on opening and 
closing the channels vhich conveyed the vater 
to the severnl patches of land in vhich 
plantain, areca-nnt, lime, orange, citron, cocoa- 
nnt and other trees vere planted, and sav to 
the proper distribution of the vater As there 
vas plenty of vater in the veli, the thieves vent 
on baling out vater throughout the night When 
’tho day vas about to davn, Tennahrama cried 
aloud " The vhole garden has been veli vatered 
Ton may leave off the buckets nov ” On 
hearing it, the thieves ran avay, glad to be let 
off 60 easily 


VII 

REAHIXG A COLT 

"l HE Rayai got a supply of colts and distri- 
buted them all in his tovn at the rate of 
one colt for each house He also ordered that 
ovcrj one vho got a colt should receive three 
pagodas monthlj for grass, gram and drugs for 
bringiug up the colt Thus every one receivcd a 

colt and began to bring up tbo animal cvcellontlj 
Tannalirama alone raiscd a small room sbut up on 
all Fidcs He left tbe colt at largo in that room 
and opened a gap in the vall ]ust oppoaito to its 
face, and. insido the room, he dug up a small pit 
Every morning be vent ncar this room vith a 
handfnl of grass and fed the animal through the 
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slifc by bis own bands, and he ponred a lifcfcle 
Trater m tbe pib inside tbe room bimself. Hø did 
Ibi^ in Ibe evening also In this vray, he converted 
ube three pagodas, which hø received montbly for 
rearing tbe colt, to his own nse. 

After three yoars, tbe JRayai ordered all tbe 
•townsfolk to bring and eTbibit their colts They 
bronght thoir colts as ordered. All tbe colts vrere 
fat and flesbj with shinv hair—somø shipping, 
Eome dancing and some jnmping and running. 
Tennalirama alone did not bring bis colt Tbe 
Eai/ar called him and nsked “Wby have 

von not bronght ^our animal?" And he replied 
“ No ono can approach and catch bold of 
m 3 ’ colt If jon will give me tbe help of 
tbe bcst of tbe Muhammadans noder yon, I sball 
go and fetch ray colt." And tbe Rayai gave 

him tbe desired belp The Mnbammadan chosen 
for this dnty bad a slendcr beard one cnbit 
loDg The jGster took him lo where tbe colt 
was and asked bim to look ab ib through tbe gap. 
The Mohamroadan did so, tbrusting bis face in tbe 
gap The colt thooghb thab grass waø being offered 
to it, and, bonnding suddenly, canght bold of thø 
^nhammadan’s beard. 

The Mnbammadan began to cry alond " Allah 1 
Allah ! ” Tennalirama ran to tbe Rayar at oncø 
and said “ The colt has canght hold of your 
Mnbammadan and will not leave him off tbe poor 
man is crying piteonsly ” Thø Rayai went to thø 
spot and saw how,tho colt had canght hold of the 
Mnbamraadan’s beard, and how the poor man 
sbrnggled with pain Wben the wall was pnlled 
dowD, the beard was easily released , bntwhatwas 
the 7?a7/a;’j 5 astonisbmønt to see that the colt that 
had canéed so mnch tronbiø was soaroely ablø to 
stand on its legs! Ib was plain that Tennalirama 
'had not been feeding the animal properly, and 
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the Bayar demnnded sternly which way the- 
monthl^ allowance had gone Bat Tennalirama 
knevr how to answer readilj, “ You soe hovr nn- 

manageable the colt is, even when so Eparl6gI^ 
fed jour strongest Mnhammadan is nnable to 
Control it If it shonld be well fed, I wonder whoru 
joa can find to keep and drive it ” The andacitj* 
of the answer astonished the Raiiai ont of his 
anger, and he and the others langhed till tbey 
neaily split their sides 


THI 

rEAniXG A KITTEX 


'^HE Rayai gave to each honseholdcr in his towc 
a kitten and a cow, and ordered that the kitten 
shonld be rcared on the niilk of the cow Like others, 
Tennalirama received a cow and n kitten All 
the honseholders milked their cows and gave the 
whole yield to their kittens Bnt Tennalirama, 
on the ver> first daj, milked his cow and placed 
it boiling bot near tbe kitten It cagerlj lappe'd 
the milk and was scalded From tbat dav foiward, 
all tbe kitten nsed to run awav the moment it saw 
all tbe milk Tennalirama then consumcd the entire 
milk of the cow vhich had been intended for 
tbo 1 itton After some davs, the Rayai ordered 
all tiio kilten': to be brought that bo raigbt sec 
them And of all the kiltens, Tcnnalirama's alone 
w':': verv lean It appeared to be almost djing 
Hov IS it that this kitten is so Ican"’’’ askod 
tbe Rrtfar ' It runs awav at sigbt of milk , 
whet c<in I do ^ ” s.nd Tennalirama Tbe Rmjai 
at oncp ordered some milk to be offered to it 
in bis presence And when it saw the milk, it 
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became nfrnid nnd rnn nwny The Rayai ordered 
it to be caughl, and on oyamining it, he eaw tbat 
its tongne had been Bcalded Bnt be was pleased 
witl? tbc joke, and laugbed as be said “ There 
is a proverb yhicb soas tbat tbo soalded cat 
never approacbes even cold water Even so, 30 a 
have once placed bot milk before it and made it 
dread the ven sigbb of muk," 


IX 

A GR HAT DOCTOR OF SCIENCES OVERTIIROWN 


ilNE daj’ a learned man named Viduasagata* 
^ versed in several Sciences, came to the 
conrt of the Rayai. The learned men in the 
Baym's conrt grcw nn\iou 8 aboot their fnture 
position in the conrt, and spoke to Tennalirama • 
“There is a ^ast difference betwcen bis pioficienoy 
and our proflciencv If he conquers ns m debate, 
it vrill bo a great shame to all of ns, and the 
Rayai will thon send ns away What shall wø 
do^" Tennalirama said "You need not fear. 
I shall contrive somo means to foil him ” 

Then, on a certain day, that learned man— 
Vtdyasayaia —came to Rayai's conrt for a 
disputation. Tennalirama bad previously made np 
a bnndle of the dried twigs of the sesamum 
plant arranged in the sbape of a palm-leaf book, 
and he had tied this book with the rope whioh 
i^ generally used m tethenng bnffaloes This 
volnmo he had tied np in a piece of olobh. 
With this bnndle, hø came and ^at before the 


Tho ocoaa of knowledge. 
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Rreat docfcor of all soiences On speina thø 
(suppoaed) volnme, the dootor asked " "What is 
the name of this hook ? ” And Tennalirama said 
"this IS the book named Scsavmm-twig-d) icå- 
huffalo-handagc On hearing jt, the doctor ivrs 
mnch perplexed and thonght to himself " "WTiat' 
after having mastered so manv soiences, it is a 
wonder that I have not even heard of tbo name 
of this book ” While he was thna lost in 

thinking, Tennalirama asked the pandit “Ton 
bear the reputation of being well versed in all 
the soiences Have yon never oome across 
this great science?” To this he replied “I shall 
answer yon to-morrow ”, and went away to tho 
hoose where he was temporanly staying He 
considøred the matter long and anxionsly, and, 
at last, came to a decision “ I am not able to 
understand even the title of the book How, 

then, can I know the snbjeots treated of in it? 
I mnst needs locor shame if I continnø to stav 
here ” So argoing, he ran away from tho placo 
in the morning long before the day dawncd 
And when the Ttayai heard that the great doctor 
of all Sciences had decamped even withont takmg 
formal leave of him, he sent for Tennalirama 

and asked him how he had pnt that great 

doctor to flight The jester said By means of 

this book— Scsamiim-twig-djicd-buffalo bandage 

“UntiQ the book,” said the Ttayar He did 
60 And when the Rayar saw that dned 
sesamnm twigs were tied op by the rope nsed 
for tjing up bnffaloes, he nnderstood tho meaning 
of tho several words and langhed saying " I soo, 
it was by a combination of these words that yon 
contrived to send away the pandit ” 
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X 

A WHE^TLEn DEGEIVED 


ThERE wns n wroBtler named Afcis’ura He 
■■■ had conqnerod tho wrcstlers of vanona conrfca 
and came to the kingdom of the Rayai with 
raanj badRca of hononr. All the wrestlera in the 
kioRdora of the Rat/m took alarm and wore m 
a Tonnahraraa eaxv this and asked them 

why thej’ xvere eo dispirited. Thej' said “ Up 
to thiB time we havo heon Iiving onder this 
Maharnja with respect Now the time has 
como for na when wc ahall loae our position and 
even our moans of livelihood A wrostler haa 
come to redoco na to this position. What shall 
we do ? ” Tennalirama aaid “ Have no fear. 
Give me all yoor badgcs and follow me as yoor 
cbief." He thcn pot on all tho badges, and 
asBoming the name of Yirakesari, t took up his 
position vrith his followers in a tent opposito to- 
that of Atis’arn. Tbat wreatler thongbt withm 
himself “ This chief seerne to he a formidable 
nval. Let me first of all know my man. So he 
aent word to Virakeaan that he had come to see ” 
him. And Tennalirama sent back the following 
meseagc “ You need not come here now You 
can make known your bnainesa in the Rayai's 
presence to-morrow ” Atia’ura, on hearing this, 
was much shaken, thinking “ What sort of a wreatler 
may he be ?Ne\t day, tbo Rayar permitted 
Atia’ura and Virakeaan to wreatle in hia presence. 
Then Virakesan asked Atis’ura "la your method' 
of wrestling tho scientiflo method or the physical- 
force method ?" Atia’ura replied " It la the 
Bcientific method." And then Yirakesari aaid. 


♦ Atis’ura = tho moat valoroue 
t Lion m vnlour. 
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“I Bhall show yon some sigos of the soientifio 
method of wresthng If yon explam what those signs 
meao, I shall deetn ib proper to wrestle with yon." 
Atis’nra said Let it be so " Therenpon, Virabésari 
joined together the three fingers of Åtis’nra’s 
hånd, and hit his own chest wibh them, placed his 
adversarj’a palms extended on his own shonlders, 
described a circle ronnd his neok t with the front 
finger, showed his right palm hanging npside down 
up to the hip, + and waved his lefb fist § The 
wrestler saw these signs hot conld rnake nothing 
of them He thonght over all the signs that he 
had learnt in wresthng, bnt in vain Having 
waited for some time, Tennalirama snatched from 
him all the badges whioh he had acqnired in 
other places and, beating his victorions drnm, 
øntered his tent The next dav, the Raijai 
asked “Tennalirama! What is the moaning of 
those signs which yon displayed yestorday ? ’’ And 
Tennalirama, showing tbose signs again, explnined 
" Atis’nra' I£ I approach yon, yon will pierco mo 
with yonr dagger in my chest and kill me I 
shall then drop down stretohed on the groond 
with my face npwards Then who will proteot 

my wife and child ”|| On heanng this, the Raua) 
langhed heartily 


t Dcscnbing a circlo round tho ncck rncani a wifo m 
tho language of tho donf ond dumb omong tho Hindu'?, a? 
■o woman becomos wifo by tho inamago badgo or tah 
boing tiod b_\ tho husband round hor nock 

1 Tho symbol of tho right palm- Buspcnded up to tho 
hip indicntes child bj tbo height from tlio ground 
t Waving tho loft fist is qucstioning 

“ This wns what tho jcstor mcant whon lio joincd 
together tho throo fingers of Atis’ura’s hånd and dircctctl 
them ngainst his oma chest 

1 This wns what Tonnoliramo lodicated whon ho brought 
on hiB own shouldors tho extended palms of Atis’urn 




IG m>IAK TALES 

the Brahman Street There he kmdied a fire in 
a sacnficial pit, and performed certam ntes over 
it vrith the assistance o£ fonr Brahman priests 
Then he cansed the dog to he hathed, notvith- 
standing its nnhearahle harfcing, and dracced it 
stmggling and yelling piteonsly ronnd the sacred 
fire Again, he cansed the dog to he dipped in 
water and again, he dragged it ronnd the fire, 
vhile the poor animal kept howling incessantlv. 
"While he was thns engaged, the P.ai/ar came np 
and a=ked ' "VThy do von treat this dog thns'*" 

I Tennalirama replied, “ I intend making this black 
dog a 'ivhite one” The Layar called him a mad 
man and bade him desist from the imposeible 
attempt Tennalirama promptlv replied “ If a 
barber can become a Brahman, vrh\ cannot a 
black dog become a ivhite dog’” The Paiiar 
felt that the reboko was joct, and retnrned to 
the palaco vithont going to the Brahman strcet, 
vrhere there was great rejoicing 

XII 

CAUTEPISiTIOX OF DP AH MAS'S 

\^HEN the mother of the Payar vrås abont to 
die, she desired to eat a mango froit, hot 
before it was hronght, she evpired The Baynr 
vrås vory grieved tbat he conld not foIQl the 
last vishes of his mother, and sending for some 
Brahmans, he said to them —“ ily mother set 
hor hcart on a mango froit, bnt dicd before it vrnc 
given her By vrhat means can I appease her sonP" 
To this, they replied —“ If yon raake mango fmit« 
ot gold and present them to Brahmans on the 
occasion of the annnal reremony of yoor mother 
hor Fool vrill he paciCed" The liayar believed 
it and presented the Brahmans vrith mangoes 
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mnio of Kold Xoxt dnv, Trnnnlirnnmn mvifod 
lo Inc hoti‘-o nll tliOFo Brftlimnn« ''l'o hnd rcooucd 
tlio /.'^vrj <nMHK Ihnl tbp nnntml coronionv 

nf IjI*; mo'.hrr v,np to bo oolobnilod in bif? botiBP 
Tluro bo hnlnn tbo bnndlo of nn iron ludlc nnd 
c-i’norbrd *bo Kt'*'-!*' Tbrv '^ont nwnj \\rpiiinf;. 
nnd rororl-rd Ibo nintlor to IboTbo Jhit/n: 
Fcn*. for Tonnnbmnin nnd ntnd. " Wh> did > on do 
Ibic ontrnronnfi arl'*'* Ilo pnid " inolbor in 

brr lict ninnonlp pufforinf’ from coinnlpiooR 
Cnulori'^mr 'vn>' rornmmcndod BnL boforp tbo 
hot bnndlo of tbo iron bidlo conld bo bronrbl, 
fbo rspirrd Tn appoipo bor joul, I nclod in 
tb.f nnnnrr ■' On bf-innr tbin oxplnnntiou, tbo 
I.'i lai Innsbcu Ion« nnd loud 


TALES OF IJARIADA RAMAN 

Jll 

MR P. RAMACHANDRA RAO 


ITI' TnUfrjJ Mnrinda Ilamnn rnni lliorr o/ TenunU Itn/iiari 
m {nUfft aiu! poputnrif'/ Thr morr tivwumg utonrn are 
prr^'nt'd m fltr colUrhot: A/nno'/a Jininan van called to 

tir Itd.ch Lv « rnort fortuUoun rirfinmtnucc, hut hr ujiheld 
thr fjiwlfv »J hir ojfr, iril7< rfirr tnrdom M hrlhrr nitch a 
pTO-1-.^^l oj judirial and drtrr(i\r acumru, ae i« dcptctrd tti 
Mariada Itatnau, rralUt txxttrd or ichrlhrr thr rharnctrr m 
ouhj thr crratu/U of o turxtrtant hratn, Itl r Sir Ooiiati J)ox/lr'n 

f-iiriM/Kir IfoLin H, 'drponmt rai/rth iwt," lut thc talen 
util hr found to dirpla>j, on thc part of thr hero, ilUmitahle 
rrrourrr in thr art of drtertinn, a profound in/uqht mto 
luumn uaturr, and a rrmarlalle prrnpicacilp m thc un- 
Taifthuq of Intlh Thcij arr nleo not detoul of intrrrnt an 
oJfoTdMuj thr foreign rradrr a pcep mto Iht mner hfc and 
cutlomn of thc Ilindua tu Southern India,] 
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I 

THE TEIEVES OUT-WITTED 


f\ GANG of fonr thieves in the Chola conntry, 
boarding for the time at an old woman’s 
house, one day, entrnsted her wifch the safe 
cnstody of a eealed brase pot containing their 
plnnder, ivith atriet injonctione thnt it was only 
to be returned on the joint demand of till fonr 
of them One morning, as the thieves were seated 
on the verandah of a honee near by, a bntter- 
milk seller passed along the Street and, ivishing 
to have a drink of the bntter-milk, they sent 
the jonngest of them to fetoh a vessel from the 
boarding-honse woman The yoong thief saw his 
opportunity in this, and, entenog the honso, 
informed the old lady that his companions had 
asked him to fetoh the brass pot left with hor 
She, hoi^over, demorred to this, and referred to 
the original nnderstanding, npon vrhioh the aroh- 
rogne referred her to his friends seated ontsido 
She shonted out to them asking if she might 
deliver the pot to their messenger, and they, 
thinking only of a pot they had sent him fdr, 
shonted back a reply in the nfUrmative The 
safe deposit was accordingly returned, and the 
messenger disappenred with it through the 

backdoor of the house The remaining three, 
aftor vraiting in vain for the return of their 
companion ivith the vessel, entered the house, 
and ivere thunder-struck on learning what had 
actnally happened Eesolved, however, to mako 
the old lady pay for their ovrn folly, they 
dragged her before tbo City Judgo ivho, aftor 
duo enquiry, prononneed judgmont in favour of 
the thieves As the unfortunato woman was 

returning home, loodly bcwailing hor misfortuno 
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II 

THE CHILD MURDERESS DETECTED 


^ffARIÅDA. Ratnan’s father, when ho heard of 
A’* his son’s honours and appointment at court, 
was not qnite pleased at iiis good fortone To 
him, it seemed that the oCQce of a Jodge was no 
empty honoor, involving, as it did, tho sifting of 
truth from a mass of falsehood He, thereforc. 
did his hest to persnade his son to relinqnish the 
Office as. in his opinion, the Jndge who gave an 
erroneoos or nnjost verdict was guilty of heinoos 
sin ilariada Raman, however, did not agreo with 
his father’s view, and declared that God had 
endowed him uvith a keenness of perception and 
wisdom sufficient to deteot the hårdest case, and 
•that, aoting to tho hest of his talents and placing 
his trost on Heavenly gnidance, he feared not oithor 
going wrong or incorring sin Seeing that his son 
was firm in his resolvo, the father resigned him 
to his fate and docidod to betako himself to tho 
lifo of vranderor, so tbat ho might not bo on tho 
spot to hear the enes of the litigants who might 
nnjnstly lose their cansos bj the mistakes of his 
son, and that he might not be a participator in 
his sin bj asBOCiating with him 

He, accordinglj, loft the house, ono daj, 
withont the knovledgo of his son, and arrivod, 
towards nightfall, at a neighhouring Tillage, whero 
he laid himself dbwn to rest on the verandnh of a 
honso from ^Thlch tho mastor ivas absont Now, 
it RO happonod that tho owner of tho honso had 
twn ^TiTca and a child bj tho joiingor of thom, 
and that tho latter vrås not vorj faitbfnl to hor 
hasband She awokc at midnight, vhon her infant 
and her co rrifo werc both fast aslecp, and oponing 
the door, admittod her paramour inlo the house 
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Snclonnlv, tljp hcnrd hpr Inbv ppI up n cry, nnd 
for foir thnl th<' limKcliohl miplit. hc a^^nkoncd 
nnn hor Kuik (h'^roxorod. thc xxrctchctl woman 
nndp uo frrnp’p to piIpulo iH rncs b\ Ff]noo/>nR 
it': ncrV D^xinp Jol hor midniRbt Mhilor doparb, 
<=110 5mmrdif\tr*lv bornn n ino«l piprciDR lamoiitaLion 
for Ibn doi'Ji of hor cb«ld, wbich p1)0 uttnbnlofl 
to tbp firpL V,jfc 

Tho Qilltprp of Ibo hvr nccordinpb fook up 
tbp pirtiep to Mxrjndn llTinnn, nnd, tbilbor nleo, 
biR fntbrr folio a od iboni in diHRUiRO EIo liad 
bppn nwTko nll niitlit, nnd Imd Icnov.n tbc real 
fnci= of tbo tTC Ilo. ihoroforo, Baid to 
bim'-olf. ' I pbnll fcc bov. iu> pon ncquits 
bun-Jflf in Ihip 01=^0, for if bo enocoodR in 
dipooxonnR tbo Irnlb of tbiR nunn, bo niay uoll 
bc irnplf'd to olticidalo tbo inopl intncatc mvstorj ” 

On IicarinR tbo parliop, Mnrmda Raman was 
unablo lo jnnko up bin mind as to tbo real 
antbor of tbi« obild-mnrdor Tlio socond wifo 
porPiRl-pd in obarrmc Ibo firfit wifo with tho 
murdor liilo tho lattor protcMod hor innoconco. 
Tho formor doclarod tbat sho borRclf b.nd soen tho 
crimo porpclratod but bad no witnoRROR, and tho 
IfWl-or imd nobody to xoiicb for her innoccncc bnt 
hor o.'.n porfiifitent protofitation 

Mnriada Raman inwardly praycd to God for 
gnidanco in tbo matlor, and aftcr a Bhort delibora- 
tion, dirof'tod tbc t”ox.oinon, nooiiRcr nnd accnsed, 
to RO ronnd tlio aRRpniblj throo timoB, qiiito nalcod, 
roiiftlinR tboir Btonnp No boonor did tho junior 
x'.ifo. tbo roal rnlprit, hoar tho words tban Bbo 
made ready to Rtnp horfiolf nakod, but tbo eldor 
doelarcd tbat, ratber than Uiub exposo boraolf 
to plmmo, pbo v/aR roady to admit tbat eho bad 
committod the rrime Mnrmda Ruman was 
eotipfied, from tlieir roBpcctivo bobaviour, thafc 
’ihe Gccond %vife ./ns tbo real murderoBS of hor 
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chiia, and began to interrogate her "with ench 
snccess that he forced her to confess her gnilt 
and falsehood, and she \vas accordinglj eentenced 
to be hanged ‘ 

Marmda Raman’e father was so delighted at 
his son's sharpDes‘ 5 , that he threw ofl his diegnise, 
ivent np to him and declared that he ivas over 
joyed to find how well he deserved the hononr 
and position conferred on him by the King, and 
that, henceforth, he had no donbt of his acqnit- 
ting himself creditably in his office He assnred 
him also that he had Known of the occnrronces 
of the previons night, and that the real cnlpnt 
ivas the nnchaste wife, ns Marinda Eamnn had 
60 cleverlv fonnd ont 


III 

TEE COTTOX MEl:rHA^TS A^D TIIEIE PET CAT 


fc'OUR partners, who denlt in cotton hales, 
brought np a cat ^hich served to keep rats 
ofl their goods They treated their pet kilten 
with 60 mnch fondnes';, that, having apportioncd 
its fonr legs nmong themselves, each loaded bis 
own leg of the cat with costlj golden anklets 
and other valnable jewels One daj, the cat 
hnppened to hnrt one of its logs, and ite owncr 
accordingh bandnged the wonnded limb with n 
rag soaked in oil When the cat approached the 
hearth, its bandage caught fire, and ns it limpcd 
and jnmped ahoot hither and thither, in great 
pnin, the whole stock of cotton hales in tlic 
joint godown canght fire and v.ns compictoly 
destrojed The owner of the wonnded leg was 
therenpon sned b> the other three partners for 
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ånmnpcc, on tlio Rronnd llml it v,ns the ^TOnnaGa 
Icc tbnt bnd cnnpod Ibo conflnRrnlion of tbe 
coUon. Mftrmdo 'Rnmon, bcforo whom Ibc canec 
canip np. Knpv\ tlinl tbo nnfortnnnto dcfondnnt 
wn*- nol ronllj to blnme m bo bnd intcndod 
notbjnp ovjI, nnd tbnl Ibo plnintjffs %voro profor* 
rinn n frivolouh clnim npninpt lum Ho, tboroforo, 
cnvp n dpprrp v.brrrln bo daroclod Uint tbo 
t'iro' pnrtiur*. wbo ov. nod tbo f-niind Iorh Bbonld 
mbf >;nod to tbo o%Nnor of Ibe ViOundcd IcR, 
tbo dcfmonnl, ono qimrtor of tbo ^nInc of tbo 
cot'on b vIoR doFtroNod, liccnupc it tbo pound 
Irrp \.bir'b liad bojpod tbo ont to pimp about 
and «-(1 fir*' to (h«» colton buloh 


IV 

Tinnijy Kmir rnitii n.LhS 


?rO dnirj womon li%cd m oppoBite bouses, one 
of v.bom ov. nod onb* two co\\b, wliilo tbe 
otbcr v.u<i miFlroFH of ton times that numbor. 
Tbe Intlor, \.lio v,ftR v.antinR in tbnft, borrowed 
fvro poondfi of Rboe from tbe former vritb n 
promiFo to rctnrn it v.itbin n epccificd time, 
but -’.bon tbo day armod and sbo xvas pressed 
to return tbo lenn, pbe ropndiatod tbe traDsaction 
altoRotber. 

Marinda Haman benrd tbe case. The plaintifC 
bnd no v.'itnepRfB, wbilo tbo defeodant anpported 
her piea on tbe gronnd that nbo was far richor 
tban tbo plaintiff, and tbat the nlleged loan was 
ndiculoufl on tbo face ot it. 

Mnrinda Haman bade tbo parties attond on 
the follov.’inR day, and, in the meantimo, cauaod 
n mir> poddle to bc 'made right acrosa tbo way 
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to the Court-honse, eo that anyone arnving thero 
most needs vrade through it 

On tho parties appearmg betore him, nest day, 
iTith their legs hesmenred Icnee-deep ivith mnd, 
Marmda Rainan caused the woinen to be snpphed 
vrith two vGssels full of water, and of exactly oqual 
capacity, and ordered them to wash tbeir legs 
beforo entering the Conrt The plaintilT, aftor 
removing aJl vestigcs of mnd from hor logs, bod 
still balf n pot of water left, while tho dofondant 
had used up all her water, and still one of ber 
legs was dirty Mariada Raman nghtly concluied 
from this, that the defondant was a thriftlcss 
woman, and that the piea of wealth was un- 
tenable She had donbtlesB borrowed the gbeo 
as alleged by the plaintiff, and ho decreed its 
immediate restoration 


V 

THE FALSE VTIT^ESSES EXPOSED 


\ CERTAIN person, abont to start on a distan't 
pilgnmage to Benares and otber holy placcs, 
doposited with a morebant for safe cnstodi, dnring 
his ebsence, a valnablo rnbj, which he did not 
caro citber to leave at home, or to carr} on his 
person On bis retnrn from pilgnmage, somo 
fonr lears later, ho claimcd his nib\ lunk from 
the merchant, but the latter, wishing to appropriato 
the jewol to himsclf, replied tbat bc alrcadj 
rctnrned tho rnbj in the prcsenco of three 
witne^scs, and to snpport him in bis falschood, 
bo bircd his own wasberman, barber, and potter, 
v-ho were onder obligations to him, and who wero 
prepared to snpport him through thick and tbin 
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who eenfc for fche debtor nnd qacstionod bim. 
The latter derned ever having borrowed moncj, or 
Gxecnted n bond, or torn it as nlleged Disraisaing 
the parties for the day, Mnnada Eaman sent* for 
the creditor and, privatelj, neked him nbout the 
size of the bond nlleged to have been de8tro\ed 
The latter, speaking the trntb, said it was about 
n spån long, npon whioh Mariada Raman ndvised 
him to sa\, when again qnestioned in the prescnco 
of the debtor on the following daj, that it was 
n cubif in length The following daj, accordinglj, 
in the presence of the defendnnt, Mariada Eaman, 
after cantioning the plaintiff to speak the trntb, 
nsked him to specify the evnet size of the bond The 
plaintiff declnred that it was a cnbit in length, 
when the debtor, in an nngnarded moment, blurted 
oat thnt it was an astonnding lie, for in faet, 
the bond was onlj a spån in length, and addod 
that a person who eonld speak snob an audacioas 
fnlsehood in a eonrt of jastice, was not cntitlod 
to bo heard This was exaotlj wbat Mariada 
Eaman had wished to eluit from the husbnndman, 
and being satisfied that his denials \^ero grosslj 
nntrne, ho directcd him to retarn the amount 
borron cd'forthwith with interest, nnd also awarded 
him fitting punishraent for the misehiof nnd 
pcrjnr\ commitled bj him 


YII ' 

Ii:oy FATiyO rats icrgu^ MAN EATIAG KITLS 

\ IIAEDWAEE morchant, who had occ.asion 
to go nbroad, loft his stock-in tråde in 
charge of a friend, bat, on claiming it on his 
return, was raet with the replj that a co!on> 
of rats had invadcd the store, and oaton up all 
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the iron He nccordinelj complained to Manada 
Haman, who put him up to a trick oE the 
same kind as his friend had played upon him. 
The result was that the merchant, apparently, 
resumed friendly relations with him, and, one 
festival day, invited his opponent's «on home to 
participate in the merr>-making He, however, 
failed to sedd haek the boj, as pioraised, but 
coDcealed him eoraewherc, and on being questioned 
by his friend, replied tbat as he was bringing 
the lad home, a kite had pouncod npon him and 
carried him olT The father, in his turn, invoked 
the aid of Mariada Raman, vTho beard both 
parties, and after soverely admonishing them for 
the patent falsehood of their araazing assertions, 
directed that cach of them should fortbwith 
return the otbcr’s property on pam of being 
incarcerated for perjury 


VIII 

thj: PEATiLS nnco] nncD 

\ CERTåIN merchant who had two costly 
pearls worth a thoueand rupees eacb, whon 
proceeding on a joorney, entrusted the pearls to 
his neighbour to bo retnrned to him when he 
came back. On his return, he claimed his 
depoBit, but his neighbour, taking advantage of 
the faet that there wero no witnesses to the 
transaction, denied that he had ever been 
entrusted with any pearls Mariada Raman, after 
examining both the parties, and keenly observing 
their demeanonr, came to the conolusion that the 
case was true as represented by the plaintiff, but 
to make assurance doubly sure, he deferred 
judgment for a few days. Meanwhile, he 
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acqnainted himself from the plaintiff’a deposition 
wifch the esact size and appearance of bis pearls 
He then obtained ninety-eight pearls of the samo 
qnality, size and appearance which he pasted 
throngh an old worn-ont string, and sent for the 
defendant, to vfhom he handed ^them Nvith a 
reqnest to have Ihem re-strnng on a new silken 
cord As he did so, ha told hitn he had overy 
confidence in his integrity and that he trnsted 
he ivonld return the entire 100 intact Tho 
defendant, vrho felt hononred by this mark of 
confidence, cheerfnlly nndertook to do so, bnt on 
coming home and connting the pearls he fonnd 
only 98 Imagining that the missing ones most 
have been lost on the way, and feanng an 
nnfavonrable verdict in the merchant’s snit if he 
reported tho deficiency, he qnietlj snbstitnted the 
pearls he had robbed the merchant of, and 
retnrned a string of 100 pearls to Mariada 
Raman When the Jndge fonnd bis snspicions 
confirmed, he passed suitable sentence on tho 
defendant 


IX 

THE niNa itrsTonED 


/rCERTåIN person, on protcnce of having to 
show himeelf off boforo his relations, borrowed 
a golden ring of a friond, bnt never carcd to retnrn 
it Tho oivner a fow davs later, asked for its 
retnrn, \’.hon the man, who had borrowed it, 
repndmted tho loan point blank, and ronndly 
dononnced bim ns a liar Tho owncr, theo, took 
the mattor to Mariada Raman, who snmmonod 
and qnr^tioncd the borrowcr. bnt the latter 
charactoti-'cd it es a most shamelocs and impndont 
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claitn. Ås there wns no wibness on either side, 
Manada Eaman sent for n fcbird person bo teet 
and weigb tbe gold, aaving, ns be banded bim 
tbe ring, tbat be (iMnrinda Eaman) wonld, 
nnder tbe circnmstances, divido tbe Aalue of tbe 
ring equall}- betvreen tbe rival claimants He, 
hovrever, Crst look care to con\Gy a secret bint 
to tbe mediator to take away as mneb gold as 
he conld in tbe process of testing it on tbo 
tonebstone, and to under-estimate both its qnality 
and valne, and he sent n man along with tbe 
parties, to observe wbat oceurred Ås tbe mediator 
wns transferring tbe gold from tbe ring to tbe 
tonebstone, tbe real owner kept protesting againsb 
this, when be heard^the qnality and valne nnder- 
estimated, be fatrly broke down, and began to 
Aveep, wbile tbe borrower remained mnte, and qmte 
nnconcerned, all tbe while. Upon tbeir respective 
demeanonrs being reported to Manada Eaman, hø 
at once fonnd ont tbe cnlprit, and restored bis 
ring to tbe complainant Herem was verified tbe 
sajing, that ill-gotten gold has neither qnality 
nor valne 


X 

THE FOWL THI EF BETRAYS HERS ELF 


AwOMåN’S fowl Avas stolen by her neighbonr, 
Avho caught it on its straying into her 
honse, and immediately cooked and made a meal 
of it. The OAvner had seøn tbe bird entør tbe 
honse of her neighbonr, and qnestioned her abont 
it, bnt tbe cnlprit sAvore, by all thø gods of tbe 
Avorld, that she had nøver set eyes on it, The 
OAvner, tberenpon, complained to Manada Eaman, bnt 
tho thief persisted in her protestation of innocence. 
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ÅB there was no evidence, Mariada Eaman distnissed 
the parties home He was, however, determined 
npon getting at the root of the matter, and hit 
npon a piece of acting rvhich woold throw the 
thief off her gnard, if thief she was, as he more 
than half snspected Jnst as the two women 
were leaving the Conrt, Manada Eaman in a voico 
lond enongh to he heard by them, addressed the 
following words to those present m Conrt “ Has 
there ever heen soen snch impndence on the part 
of a woman, who after stealing her neighbonr’s 
fowl, has the effrontery to appear in Conrt 
actnally with a feather of the fowl sticking on 
her head, and then to deny all knowledge of the 
crimo impnted to her’” This game of bloff, 
fortnnately, met with snccess, for ns soon as the 
words renched her ears, the stnpid thief foll 
hcadlong into the snare set for her, and imagining 
that she had heen detected, at once, passed hor 
hånd over her head to see if the fowl’s feather 
was sticking to it This was enongh for Manada 
Eaman, who at once conclnded that sho had 
appropriated the stray fowl, and snhjecting her 
to a close interrogation, forced the trnth from 
her own Iips 


XI 

THE EPOKEN CROCKERY SET OFF AOAINST 
THE DEAD ELEPHANT 


\ GENTLEMAN who desired to condnct the 
wcdding procession of his son with snitable 
splendonr, borrowed, from n Mnssalman, an clcphant 
to accompany the procession Dnring the progress 
of the procession, the elephfint died all of a sndden 
throngh some nnknown cansc The borrower, at 
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THE CATTLE THIEF DETECTED 


U VrO coTV-herc5 had their cattle pens close tc 
one anotber, and ooe of them, r-ho had 
ofcen occasion to be awaj- from home, ased to 
re'inest the other to look after his herd doring 
his absence On one of these occasions, the 
res.dent cor--herd took adrantage of the other's 
absence, and snbstitnted three of bis hall calves 
for tnree of bis neighbonrs covrs Some time 
later the absentee’s herd was totailr destrojed 
bp cattle disease He tben feil npon evil daps. 
va= redoced to Trant, and vrås compelled to lead 
a precarions life He, one dap, beeged the otber 
to gire him some miJk to dnnk. Upon tbe latter 
ofTeriog him some, he at once declared that it 
tasted like the milk of his cov?'s, and took the 
otber before ilariada Riman Tbe Jbief, of conrse 
derned tbe charge and challenged the complainant 
to nddnce evidence in support of his accnsation 
Åsked ho-^ he conld identifp his cov from merelp 
tasting its milk, the complainant ans'rered that 
he had a pecoliarly keen sense of taste, whict 
enabled him to tnake the Identification Manada 
Rarnan vho natnrallj desired to test so vrildl} 
improbab’e and incredible a story, and to jndce 
vhctber absolnte reliance conld be placcd on the 
plamtiffs vords, adjonrned the case for 15 da) s. 
and in the meantirae, caosed three seed-plots to 
be r’'''’parcd r-,tb difTcrent kinds of raanore, nameir, 
co"--danc eheer-dnnc, and rnbbish, and soved a 
crop of greens tbereon T7hen the latter vere 
readp to ga‘he’' he ca^-cod them to be cooked 
and =3r^ed to the rival clairaant=, together vith 
cnrds prepa-ed frora a componnd of cov's milk, 
shccp’s m.Ik and baHalo’s mik The tbief rtc 
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tho food Tornciouplj, nnd pronoiincod iL OKColIonfc, 
but Ibc renl owncr turnod up his noso nt tbo 
ropnct, nnd declnrod tbnt tho voRolnblos bad boon 
proven wilh Ibrco difToront Kinds of manuro, nnd 
tbo curds obtainod. from three difToront sorts of 
milk ?ilnrmdn Rnmnn, finding ibat tho com- 
plnmant did in roabtv posscBS tho oxtraordinary 
Eonso of tapte clnimcd b.\ bim, bepnn to quostion 
tbc tbiof in n Fcnrcbinp ronnnor, v^bon tbo 
latter nt Inst confosFod bis puilt nnd rcconod 
bis duo mcod of puniEbinont Hero vvns an 
illuslrnlion of tbc Fnjinp tbnt, sooner or inter, 
morder v.ill bo out 


TALES OF RAJA BIRBAL 

nr 

R. KULASEKHARAM. BA, L T. 


f Tir i.amt of Uirbal i/> oj- faiiioue in Xorthem India an 
that of TtnnaU Bamn in tn the South JJirlat uan a great 
frif and rourtmr An arcount of hin hfc in to hr Jound tn 
Ihr “ Am J-A! Inrt " of Abul Fazl Jtaja Jhrhal tran a Brahman 
Bhat or mi/iftrel Accordmq to Badaum, hc camc eoon afttr 
Alhar't! acccrsion from Kalpi to court ichtrc hin bon motn tn 
a fhort time made hun a general faiounte Jim Umdt 
tereen trrrr alro mucJi hird, and Ahbar conferred on hwi 
the title of lint Bat or (flindti) Bort I.aurrate, and had 
htm conrlanthj near huneeif Ile wan often employed m 
pohticaJ viirnone Ile accompamed Albar on hm foreed 
march to Patna and Ahmedabad Ile npent hm time chicfly 
al courl Jn hm jJth gear, he tcas anl.cd to march agamtl 
the yvsvfzain in Bajoutr and Stcal where hc felt with hm 
h,fJ00 ALbar felt the lon$ vertj heenh/ all through hm hfe 
Il m nol rang to cnlunate the eharc ichich Birbal had tn 
the rrhgioun ciolution of Albar'e mind There arc ecvcral 
nmall bool n contaimng the co called nloncn of Birbal tn 
Urdu, and the othrr languagen of Northern India. The 
foUoving art a eclectwn of norne of the more intcrcsltng 
nlortea. 

Z 
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THE EARLY HISTORY OF BIRBAL 

^BDUL Khadir Badaani, Abul FazH and 
Moulana Åzath are the three writers who 
furnish ns with information reparding Birbal, tho 
greatest wit at Akbar’a court The first two have 
recorded only fragments of his life in the Padsha’e 
court The third has 'written a somewhat 

complete account of the life and doings of tho 
Ea]a, and we are indebted to it for much of 
onr information regarding Birbal 

Birbal was horn in 1641 AD in an insignifl- 
cant village known as Marjal on the banks of 
the nver Godavari He was horn in a pious 
Brahman family of the Surher seot The lad was 
hardly four years old when his father was taken 
away by the cruel hånd of death There are 
conflicting accounts as to his early life Moulana 
Azath, relving on some authorities, givoe tho 
original name of the hero as Hesh Dos and 
considers him to have heen a Brahman of tho 
Bhat sect Ahdnl Khadir agrees with this wntor 
m regarding Birbal as a Brahman, but differs as 
to tho original name and place of birth 
According to him, the name was Brahm Das 
and the place of hirth Kalpi The death of tho 

• Badnuni was an orthodox Muhammoclan histonan, Ho 
was a \cry romarkablo man 

Undrr instnictions from Akbar, lio translatcil tho 
P.amnjano from its original Sanskrit into Pcrsian, ns woll 
ns part of tho Mahabhnmtn His chiof hisforical work is 
TariV h i Bndauoi or Annals of Badauni It is o \ory 
favourifo book with bigoted Muhnmmadans who dislikcd 
tho inno\ations of Akbar “ Akbnr" by G B JIaIIc<'on, c s i 
-J- Fnizi and Abul Fozl woro brothors Fhoj wero two 
lonrnod mon who enjoycd ■very intimato fncndahip with 
Akbnr Thoy possessed tho saroo cclectic spint in religion 
as Akbnr 
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viafcbor Kali Das told Gevoroly on tho poor mother 
vrho Goon followcd hor husband. Birhal had two 
brothers the cider brothor Moban Ram died in 
'infanc}’. and the yonnRcr Ganga Ram renoiinced 
the World and went to tho forostR of Nepal to 
Icnd tbe life of a rechise Tbon Birbal, who had 
heon loft helplcR';. had to bc takcn care of by 
his fathcr’s relatncG But fate was not relentlesB 
Tbo chief pandit of tbe State of Kalinjar gave 
his dangbler in mnrrinco to him Ue now hved 
a Iifo of nilhicncp and cace at biR fatber-in-law’s 
honse Tho fi^thor-in lav dicd soon after, and 
Birbal was made tho chief pandit of tho State. 
The new pandit diRtingmi-bod himRcIf so much 
tbat, beforo long. his farne spread beyond the 
confincs of tbe small State 


mnn i//s istuouvctjon j\to thi: 
rOlHT ni AK li ilt 


’^ThBRE are difforent acconnts as to how Birbal 
camo to be introdueed to Akbar’a conrt. 
One acconnt bas it tbat bo relioijiiisbod his post 
lo Kalinjar, and went to Delbi jSero his loarning 
and pjéty belpcd bim to becomo tbe puioh%t‘' of 
ono Ramchand, a vory v. caltbi' man. Bat Birbal’s 
wit conid not be bidden under a bashel and 
acconnts of his wit and hnmour wore reinted in 
tbe ba/aars of Delhi Alcbnr camo to hoar of 
Birbal. In his conrt, tboro wore many learnod 
men, bat tboro was no conrt fool {niushhaia). 
Birbal was tåben to tbo conrt Ihat be might 
pleaso tho Padsha (Bmporor) in his loisnre honrs. 
According to Monlana Azatb, Akbar and Birbal 
met by somo accident and becamo friends. Abdnl 


Tho family pnoat 



SG TALES 

Khader Badauni ■urites “ Akbar from the beginning 
had a likiog for the Hmdns One da> bo met this 
poor Brahman pnesc Brahm Das of Kalpi singing 
for alms m the streets of Delhi He took pity 
on falm and Iiked him for his mnsic and wit 
Their acqnaintance gradaally grew into intimate 
friendship ” There is still another account of the 
introdnction of Birbal into the conrt of Akhar 
One day. an attandant of the Padsha served 
him pansiipari -^ith n Iittle too mnch of chnnam 
Aa a resnlfc of it, the Emperor’s month smartod 
He grevr angry and ordered the attendant to go 
and purchase from the bas-’er a qnarter of a measnre 
of chnnam The servant, when he Nvent to the 
hazaar, met Birbal there 

The latter, who was inqnisitive by natnre, 
asked him ivhy he reqnired so mach chnnam 
The servant narrated to him vhat had happened 
"Whereon, Birbal vrarncd him tbat the chnnam 
which he vas bnjiug was meant to bo nsed bj 
the angry monarch to bring abont his destrnction 
He fnrther advised the servant to bnj along with 
it an eqnel gnantity of ghee and instrncted him 
to drink the ghee if he is compelled to consnme 
the cbnnan The servant then went to ttc 
Padsha and vas ordered bj him to di^solve the 
chnnam in water and drink the solution The 
servant oheyed nnt afterrard' drank the ghee 
"VThen the servant appeared again before the 
Padsha uninjnrod, he vis askod to explain how 
he managed to snrvive the dranght The servant 
related ho"* he acted up to the advice of the 
stranger Akhar vondered at the device adopted, 
and cent for Birbal "^hen Birbal camc, the 
Padsha received him vsry aindh and ordered tlmt 
he shonid henceforth bf' attached to his conrt 

* Betel l;af and nut vhieh Irdair,« nre in 
of ch-^vicg 


tlie Ijibit 
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Birbal’s culfcure and the keen eenBø of hnmonr 
Tvith which nafcnre had endowed him eminently 
•fitfced him to play his role in the conrt He was 
well® acqnainted with Urdu literatnre so mnoh so 
that Akhar soon made him the mahkushora 

(the Poet Laureate) and paid him two thons- 
and gold mohnra per month The Emperor was 
lavish in the honoars that he oonferred on him 
The learned Brahman was the recipient of so 
many titles that it is said that one had to 

wnte at least two lines hefore one could actually 
give all his titles, Besides all this, the Padsha 
conferred on him also the title of ‘ Raja ’ Indoed, 
Birhal rose so high in Åkhar’s favoni and grew 
so intimate with him, that many a time the 

presence of the wit was reqnired even in the 

royal hed-chamher to regale the Emperor, 


I 

BIRBAL'S EARLT HUMOUR 


W HEN Birhal was six years old, he nsed to keep 
company with a mischievons Mnssalman lad 
The two lads onco ohserved a oertain pair of dogs 
playing together The coloni of the hitch was 
hlack, and might he therefore called m Urdn, Kali, 
a hlack one The name of Birhal’s mother was 
also Kali “ Look how Kali plays with the dog,” 
said the Mnssalman lad Thongh Birhal was only 
a 3’oung child, yet there were indications of his 
prospective wit He retorted “ In yonr eyes the 
hitch le hlack, hnt pray ask the dog, she is Nemath 
(a hlessing) in his eyes ” Now the mother of the 
Mnhammadan lad was called Nemath, and the 
'Tehnke went home to him 
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II 

10 2SAKE A LIXE SHOPTEP 


/I FTEE a Tezations cebate in the conrt, the 
Padsha dretr a hne on the floor and asked his 
conrtiers, Trho v-ere hotir discnssing as to rrho 
rras the -risest among them, to make it shorter 
mthont rnhhing c5 a portion of it The conrtiers 
did not knorr rrhat to do. a.nd kept silent Tben 
Birbal stood np at once and dreir a longer line 
by its side The king and the conrtiers agreed 
tbat the onginal line vrås noiv made shorter by 
comparison vnth the longer one 


III 

THE SOX IX I -.rr IT OPSE THAX THE DOO 

day Akbar as’ed Birbal to present before 
^ him one of the Emperor s relations vho vas 
nngrateinl, and one net related to him bnt vho 
vas gratefnl to him B rbal agresd to do so and 
bronght to the conrt the Padshp’= ^on-in-lav and 
a dog The conrtiers thonght tbat it vas acain=t 
mies to take a dog into the roval presence Bnt 
ohjectioceble a= the procedere vas, they dared not 
cross Birbal He vent to the king straightvay and 
said “ Those vhom BLnzcr * vished to see are 
in readinc==” 

* Ddzs bad been bokeo b- c; uncbrin 

an^niab nr.d tbf s-nc* lIuMnrscda'-.s o*" Ine p-fe.<?n‘ di> s'iU 
t'eir ce suca. ALbai cf■’irr-d to b-: cl‘'"va — 

ALbor, by G B Alab^^on c s i, Pvazns or Buia Svnns 

It lE Cl no^ to no'c tla* t’-a o-t^edox H.t;du= 
traj-3 cflookicg ct 'bincs a-o . cii'"t.*c''.t f-o'x tber" of 

T Your Ilø,e^*y 


TÅLES or RAJA BIRBÅL 


39 


" Let UB Ece them," observed Åkbar. “ Here 
is tbc ungratofnl one,” said Birbal pointmg to the 
young man “Thongh ^on gave him your danghter 
and sevcrnl lakbs of rupeep, jet he is not satisfied 
and ppeaLs ill of jour Majestj* bcbind jour back” 
“"Vrell,'let ns have a look at the other,” observed 
tbe Padcha trjing to put on a cbeerful face. 
Birbil produced the dog and said, here is the 
pralefnl one He is satisfied witb a crnst of bread 
and kccps giiard at the door He keeps awake 
vrben the mncler sleeps and sees that no harm 
comcs to him " 


IV 

TUL MILK or A JiULLOCK 


OXCE, tbe Padsba ordered Birbal to procure 
^ for him tbe milk of a bnllock Tbe latter 
■was at hiR v.its’ end, and praj ed for a jveek’s 
lime just to put ofT tbe monarch’s wrath No 
Fooner vrås tbc refinest made tban it vrås granted. 
Birbal tben went bome, and sat down quite 
dejected His vvife, wbo was n wisø and elever 
ladj, tbougbt that the king might have proposed 
Fome riddle v.hich he was not able to solve She 
approaebed her husband and asked bim as to 
what troubled his mind He replied “ The king 
has ordered rae to supply him with tbe milk of 
a bullock, and hence I am dejected not knowing 
what to do " Tbo vvjfe smiled and said that it was 
not a diflicult task and that she would belp him 
“ I sball, however, laj' down one condition,” she 
said, “ that you don't leavo the honse for one 
week, and let me have j'our company all to 
mjself” 'Birbal was not unwilling to act as 
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•desireå On the seventb day, she decked herself. 
took E handle of clothes, and wenfc to the tank 
opposite to the royal palace to vrash them She 
hegan rrashinc the clothes on the steps of ‘the 
tank The Padsha, -vrhen be heheld the heantifnl 
ladv so nchly dressed engaged in snch menial 
T7ork as vrashing clothes, wondered vrhat conld 
hare made her do so, and sent for her And 
on her heing hronght to his presence, the Emperor 
observed “ Tell ns, fair lady, rrhat has pnt yon 
to the necessity of rrashing clothes ” 

“ATay it piease yonr Majesty,” she answered, 
“ ily hashand hronght forth a child a rreek ago 
onr serrant has leffc ns vrithoat notice I am thns 
pnt to the necessity of haring to vash the clothes 
of the confinement-room ” 

"May Ållah såre ns* "WhEt is the irorld 
Corning to’ Is there indeed snch a man’” 

" The World is certainlr come to a strange 
pass when her roler reqoires his ministers to 
procnre for him bnllock’s milk ” Akbar nnderstood 
that she w?.s the wife of Birhal and sent her 
home with nch presents 


V 

AKBAP S VA^ITT PEBf KKD 


A KBAR’S tastes and faccies constantly nndervrent 
chance= In his last dars, he conceircd a 
liking for Enropean costnme and nsed to drcs^ 
faimseif Iike a white Sahib He was fond of 
costly je'-els and always wore a necklace of 
pearls One erening as he was walking along 
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iihe Bøa-sbore, he flnng his preoions ornament 
over the waves But no sooner had he done so, 
than he ordered Birbal to fefcch it baoli “ Pray, 
'exoiise me,” replied the wit, i let it travel on the 
■waves, 60 tbat it may proclaim thy glory in the 
'land of the ‘W’hites,” and the Padsha •svas silent. 


VI 

THE ILL-OMENED MAN 

^IINCSj Åkbar asked Birbal, if he knew of any 
man of ill-omen in Delhi "Yes, I have 
heard of a man in the city,” replied Birbal, “ and 
it IS said of him that if one ■were to look on 
his face early in the morning, one would not get 
a orust of bread the whole day ” “ Biing him 

'here one morning and -we shall try the 
experiment,” said the Emperor " Birbal brought 
the unlncky man to the Padsba’s palaoe and 
-arranged matters in such a -way that he 
•was the first person •whom the Emperor saw 
after gettmg up from bed It someho-w happened 
that the Emperor ■was so buey that day, engaged 
m the business of the State, that he oould not 
find time to eat till the evening. He sent for 
Birbal, and ohserved, “ The man is undonbtedly 
of very ill-omen, let him, therefore, he hanged ” 
Birbal replied, “ O king of kings, beoanse you 
saw his faoe in the morning, you oould not find 
time to eat, but he is to be hanged because he 
looked on your Majesty’s face Now, pray, deoide 
who IB the more ill-omened person ” Akbar saw 
the unwisdom of his order, and aooordingly 
remitted the sentenoe. 


* With all his hberality and breadth of view, Akbar 
'himsølf was not free from superstition — Akbar, RuIiEos of 
Skdia. Seetbs 
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VII 

TBE SIX BEST THIXGS 

O N a fine evenipg, Åkbar and Birbal frent 
through an avenue of trees in Delbi, enjOMOg 
the delicions hreeze The conversation tnrned on 
varions topics They talked of the glories of the 
tropical sky, of the grandear of the sanset, as 
it vronld appear when viewed from one of 

the loftiest palaces, of the calm repose of the 
hage trees ivhose foliage rnstled with the gentie 
hreeze, and of the birds of variegated plnmage 
ivhich ivere seeking their night’s shelter They 
reflected on the goodness of the Creator who was 
the author of the sky and the rainbow-colonred 
clonds As they walked along, a gnrgling gosbing 
brook attracted their attention On approaohing 
it, they ivere charmed by the weird, twisted 
picture of the sky clonds and trees which the 
brook m its tortnoos conrse mirrored fortb They 
sat for a while on its bank inhaling the cool air 
laden with the fragrance of a thonsand forest 
flowers Then as they were leaving that pleasant 
spot. Akbar asked Birbal to name to him wbat 
he considered as the best milk, the hest leaf, the 
best flower, the best frnit, the best king and the 
best sweetness Birbal stood np and answertd, 
“ Mother's milk is the best becanse the child 
growB to be a great man on it The pa« is the 
most nsefnl among leaves becanse cverjonc chews 
it The flower of the cotton plant clairas the 
foremost rank among flowers becanse it clotbes 
ns A dntifnl son is indeed the bost frnit becanse 
the virtnes of the ancestors continne to live m 
him Indra is the most benevolent among kings 
becanse he sends down ram which nonrishes the 
whole earth The sweetness of kind words is the 
most pleasing becanse one wins the nflection ot 
people thereby withont spending any moncj ” 



TALES or EA.TV BIRBAL 


VIII 

Bir.Ii \L 0.\ TIIL QCrSTJON OF 
SNA VIX(. thi: bhmw 


■ INE dnj Tvhcn Akbnr wns holding bis dwhai, 
^ n diEcnsBion nrosp nmong bis courLiers ns to 
tbo qnc^tion of shaving Ibo beard Those learned 
in Mubaranindan lore quotcd verses from the 
Koran, to pro\e tbat the board should on no account 
bo Bba\cd “ If the board is Bba\ed," said they, 
“One ^^otlld comniit a bcinons om” Thore were 
somo astnte BrabmanB in the court wbo were of 
opinion that thore was conBidornblo wiedom ovinced' 
in the injunction that a man sbonld grow his 
beard "For,’ oaid thcj, "Aiabia is Bubject to the 
o-«'tremos of temperature, and in the winter, chili 
winds, porchanco, blow in the conntrj', so that the 
Prophot, policitons of the health of the faithfnl, 
ordainod that thoj fihould grow tbeir boards, m 
ordor that the hair might proteet the giands of the 
throat, and v.ard ofT diBoases ” The discussion 
wac, howe%pr, a profitlpoB ono, and was taking too 
piuch of the \aluabletime of the Emporor Birbal 
Baw this, rose, and, addressing the monarch 
oaid " ]\Iaj it jilpase j'onr Majesty, ordor a razor 
lo be brought, and I ohall flbavp off the boards of 
all thp learned Aaahms and Faazile assembled 
hore and thon tbore will be no dieciission regarding 
boards” Thore %\aB a truPO to all discussion as 
they were afraid Ipsfc the Padsha should agree to 
the suggestion of his favonrito 1 


• Coth tho wonlfl nro Arabic An Analim is a lonrnod man 
and a Fnaril is n doclor of Icnrning 

t In tho lutcr ycorfi of his roign, Akbar introducod, to 
tho grcat nnnoyaneo of tho bigotod party at his court, tho 
practico of shating t}io board In n bot countrj such ae 
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IX 

THE WATER IN THE GANGES IS AM RIT 


'^^NCB the Padsha asked Birbal to tell him 
” which nver contained the hest water Birbnl 
answered tbat tbe water in tbe Jnmna was thø 
beat The Bmperor remarked, " Åccording to yoor 
religion, the water of the Ganges is the hest, and 
yon mast indeed be very ignorant of Hindu 
behefs, sinoe yon speak of the water of the Jnmna 
as being the best ” Birbal rejoined that what was 
contained in the Ganges was not water, but Amnt 

India, the advantages arising from tho iiso of the razor aro 
too obvious to need disoussion But although the ordcr was 
not obhgQtory, tho compliaoce or non complianco witli tho 
custom boGome n distinguishing mark at tho imponal court 
Fow things aro more ropugnant to a dovout Mussalman than 
tho shaving of his beord It was so thon, and it is so now 
Tho o\ample set in this rospoot by tho 80 \ oreign cnusod thon 
many murmurs and muoh secrot discontont —Akbah RuLEas 
OF India Series 

Akbar, in 1000 (1692 AD), forced his courtiors to shavo 
off their boards '—Åtn t Albari translatod by Blochman 

Tho long board was worn bj all good Jlushms, but Akbar 
ordorod the offlcors of his court to appoar with8hn\on facos 
This was m tho year 1692, whon ho was fifty voars old — 
The JIocDi, Emferobs of BBvdustan by E S Holden 

1 Tho door of Shah Akbar, tho victonous, is a Paradiso 
of rest, 

2 And if I have my board, I do so not to boautify mysolf I 

3 But bocauso boards, liko cnmes, nro of n deop black 
dyo, and can, theroforc, havo no placc in a Paradiso — 
Ohayuri of Hicar 


Tho drink of tho Gods 
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X 

THE JEALOUSY OF THE COURTIERS REBUKED 

^wHEN the conrfciers eaw that Birbal waa en- 
joying the special favonr of the King, they 
became jealons of him and tried their hest t& 
get rid of him from the duihai. Some of the 
favonred ones among tbem who were intimate 
with Åkbar represented to him that Biibal did 
not possess any special qnalities which were ahsent 
m themselves and that it was not advisable 
that a man so vain as he shonld occopy a high 
position The Padsha answered that Birbal per- 
formed deeds whicb the others conld not possibly 
do. Then they begged of him to set them a task 
which he thonght was beyond their capacity. 
He promised to do so m dne time and ordered that 
Birbal should not be admitted into the dm hai any 
more Two or three days after this incident, he 
ordered them to have a lazai* 4 feet long and 
8 feet wide, made A few honrs later,' the lazai 
of the reqnired dimensions was produced before 
the Bmperor Then the Padsha said to the 
conrtiers, “ I sball lie down and yon will cover 
my body completely with iaza%" All of them 
tried their hest to do so but failed He ordered 
that Birbal should be sent for Birbal came and 
requested to be informed wbat he had to do. 
The Padsha pointing to the oloth said “ Cover 
me completely with yonder razai ” Forthwith, 
he folded the king’s legs a little and oo vered tha 
body completely with the razæi The conrtiers 
remarked tbat Birbal ought not to have folded the 
Padsha’s legs as it was a piece of impudence 
Birbal answered, “ There is a mazim that one 
should not stretch one’s legs beyond the length 
of the 1 aza% ” 

* A bød-sheet 
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XI 

TOBACCO AXD THE ASS 


WlULLÅ. Dopiaza and Raja Birbal vrere the two 
learned and famons jesters m the conrfc of 
Akbar They delighted tbe king with an esercise 
of their \nt Thongh ilolla Dopiaza vrås the eqnal 
of Raja Birbal in point of ability, the latter was 
tbe greater favonrite of the Padsba, and there 
was no limit to the extent of liberty Birbal 

conld take ^vith the Emperor 

One day, Åkhar and Birbal vrere seated on 
the terrace of the royal palace Opposite to 
them there •was a tohacco field on vrhich an ass 
vrås standing Birbal vrås fond ot smoking 

and chevring tobacco Therefore, the Padsba, 

directing his attention toivards the field, observed, 
“ See tobacco is snch a bad thing tbat even an 

ass does not like to eat it” Birbal, smiling 

rejoined, “ Only people ivho are like the ass discard 
the fragrant leaf ’’ 


XII 

THE MOST IMPOPTAXT LEAF 


'4|NCE npon a time, atter a snmptnons dinner, 
^ when the Padsha was snrronnded by his 
conrtiers, he asked them which was the most 
important leaf After a consnltation, they snbmitted 
to him that they considered the plantain leaf to 
be the most important one as it vrås the largest 
in size Tbe answer was not acceptable to the 
king Birbal who -was seated near the throne, 
ezclaimed that tbe pan was the leaf par cxccIIcncc 
becanse it gave a siveet breatb to the royal 
lips All applanded Birbal and the Padsha also 
•vrås pleased 
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XIII 

DIFFERENT KIF?DS OF BLIND MEN 


O NE da^, Åkbrir, repnmanding Birbal for some 
fanlfc, callod him a blind man "Pardon me, 
Yonr Mn]GBfcv," said Birbal, “ tbere are many 
kinds of blind men, of wbat kind am I ? ” The 
Padshn, tnken aback a liftle, asked him to mention 
the differonb olasses of blind men Thero aro two 
main classes," answered Birbal, “ , thoso who 

have no eyes and tboso xvho have pyes, but are 
still blind in one way or othor. The last olass 
apain has three snb-divisione, vi~ , 1 Tbose who 

have eyes, bnt do not tnake use of them , 
2 Those who are blindod bv wealtb and 8 Those 
who nrofblind in somo organ of tboir body snch as 
the foot Ånd I am sore tbere is many another 
"kind of hlind men, bat I am forgetfnl at 
present" The Padsha ordered Birbal to give him 
concretc e'^amples of tho different olasses of 
hlind men. 

Å few days afterwards, he went to the 
market place, spread his uiutnal, sat tbereon 
with ink and paper before him and went on 
wnting Some of the servante of the Stihai t by 
whom bo was recognised asked bim what he was 
doing tbere and Birbal wrote down their names 
■Next day, he went to the prominent officials dressed 
shabbily Tliey tbought that tho Padsha might 
have been displeased with him. Some of them 
did not speak to bim, while others said —“ We do 
not know who you are.” Whereon Birbal took 
down their names nnder the category of men 
"blinded by wealtb. He issued a notice to these 


* Tho cloth worn ovor tho shouldors 
f Tho king. 
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two classes of men to be present at conrt on a 
certam day He himself went to the conrt on 
that daj, and, receivinf* them, asked them to vvait 
till thoy received fnrther orders Hg then saw 
the Padsha and informed him that he had hronght 
with him two kinds of blind men and thev wonld 
be presented before him, if reqnired The Padshn 
wanted them to he prodneed Birhal prodnoed 
them and also gave the lists " My lists give 
the olassification and Hnznr may satisfy himself,” 
said he First, the Padsha wanted Birhal to 
point ont those who were blind in the eyes 
When Birbal presented the peoplø whom he had 
pnt onder that head, the Emperor remarked in 
anger that only a blind man wonld say that they 
were blind in the eyes 

" May Toor Majesty pardon me,” said Birbal, 
“005 day, I spread ray wumal in the market 
place and sitting thereon, was writmg Theso 
people asked me what I was doing, althoogh they 
saw what I was doing Hence I have pot them 
down ae people blind in the eyes ” The Padsha 
barst into a hearty langh and asked Birbal to 
prodoce those who may be regarded as havinq 

been rendered blind by vrealth Birbal, pointing 
to those who did not recogniso him when he 
was poorly dressed, said, “ Mn> Hnznr bo pleased 
to ask these whetber they can make ont who I am " 
When the Padsha looked at them, thoso ofQcials 

wero ashamed and did not know what to saj 

Birbal observed, " I went to their honses in this 

poor dress and they recognised me not So I 
thonght that wealth bad deprived them of ordinnry 
vision which mon possess ” The Padsha langhed 
again, and asked Birbal to try and prodneo before 
him people who maj be regarded as being blind 
in the legs The ever-resonrcefnl wit promised 
to do BO ere long 
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A few daya lafcer, there was a great oonoonrsø 
of people in the Padaha’s palaoe on aoconnt of 
a feasb. Afber dusk, Birbal entored the palaoe 
followed by some oompanions The labber, as 
they oame along, shonbed thab bhe palaoe had 
oaaghb fire Several people rnabed onb being 
fngbbened, and in the hurry, wrongly pnb on 
shoes nob belonging to them. "When they oame 
out, there was no fire, and they soon disoovered 
that Birhal and his acoomplioes were responsible 
for the soare. 

The Vazir represented to Akhar that Birbal 
was liable to be punished for having raised a false 
alarm. The Padsha oalled on bie favonrite to 
explain bis oonduot. Birbal replied " Oh, king, 
I wanted to test whether thé people were blind in 
the legs or not Huznr will see thab only a few 
people are wearing their own shoes The others 
have exchanged theirs, wherefore I deem them te 
be blind in the legs.” The oourtiers, who would 
fain have Birbal somehow disgraoed, felt ashamed 
when they heard this. The Padsha enjoyed a 
hearty laugh and nohly rewarded Birbal. 


XIV 

BIEBAL A0T8 THE FAET OF A OHILD 


O NCE Akbar held a grand durbar. There were 
present around him all his ministers, all the 
generals of his forces, the feudatory pnncdS and 
several nobles. The eyeh of all present were in 
quesb of one important fignre of the Bmperor’s 
oourt, vi!s., Birbal who was at onoe the ohief 
iester ae well as the favounte adviser of the ^ 
Bmperor. The<Pådsha was all impatienoe to see<!^- 
him, and so sent word to him to be p i 
4 ^ 
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at the durbar immediately When Birbal came 
and took his seat, the/Padsha asked him 'why ho 
was 80 lafce, 

“ My Lord,” said Birbal, " I sbonld havo beon 
here Iodr ago bnt for my httle son who' was 
cross He was weepmg his eyes onb for I know 
nofc what Aod ifc took me all this timo to appoaso 
him “ "What,” asked the ]^adsba, “ is it so diCfionlt 
a task to pacify a cbild ? ” Birbal answorod *’ My 
Lord knowB httle of snch things Yon havo 
no children and even if yon have, the dnty of 
looking after them will not devolvo on yonr 
Imperial Majesty ” 

“ No, no," said the Emperor, " I am not 
Ignorant m snch matters and had I beon yon, 
I shonld have eaeily satisfied the ohild ’’ 

To this, Birbal made reply " My Lord, ivhat 
are yonr hnmble sabjeots bnt yonr ohildron 
Now I, ene of yonr sobjects, shall start boing 
cross witb yon like a ohild and ^do >on tben 
make trial of yonr skill " ? The ^^adsba instantly 
agreed to this Ånd Birbal began orying most 
piteously like a child The Emperor doscondod 
from his throne trying to aot his part, and 
asked him m tender, soothing tones, "My son, 
•what ails yon, wby do yon cry, and what wilI 
yon have? Would yon have tojs, frnits or 
flowers ? My darling, do bnt name yonr wish 
and yon shall have it instantly" This bnt 
seomed to make the baby all the moro cross and 
he cjpcd still more violently Tbo royal fathcr, 
after a great denl of tronble, got him to prattio 
ont, " Papa, I want a stick of sngar cano" 
Greatly roheved in mind, Akbar orderod a nnmbor 
of them to bo bronght, and the baby was 
allowed his ohoice of them Taking ono of thoso, 
Birbal, the baby, started cry mg again as if his 
heart wonld break The l^adsba wondenng what 
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ishe baby wantad tried to comfort him again, ånd, 
af bør some tronble, fojind that the baby now 
•de8ii;pd the oane to be out into niee thin slices 
But the aetonishment of the Emperor knew no 
bounds, when the baby started crying at the top 
of hjs voice when the wondering servante set 
hefore him the plate of slioed sugar-oane The 
Emperor applied himself to the task of soothing 
the ohild What was his surprise when he 
learnt now that the haby now desired his royal 
father to le-oonetiuot the sugar-cane from the 
slices ? By this last request, Akbar was oompletely 
haffled and gave up the game, declaring Birbål to 
be the viotor 


XV 

ÉIRBAL AND TANSEN 


A S Birbal grew in the good-will and favour of 
Åkbar, he naturally became an object of 
:]ealon8y to the Mnhammadan noblømen that 
formed part of his Court They could not but 
ræent the King’e seeking Birbal’s advice in all 
matters affeoting the State This feehng gradually 
acquired suoh strength that they determined as 
a body to approaoh Akhar on the subject 

Now there hved a famous musioian of the 
name of Tansøn Who had earned for himself 
many titles and a great reputation in the courts 
of the various princes of Northern India Tansen 
was not an infidel like Birhal who was a Brahman 

' * There were fchirty Bix pnacipal musicians in Akbar’s 
Court Miyan Taneeu was at the head of them all 
Bamchand waa the patron of Tansen hefore he came to 
the Emperor’s Court Most of his compositions are written 
in Akhar’s name and his melodies are very po pular in 
Northern India even at the present day 
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and an idolater Tansen, thev said to themselves. 
18 as great a mnsician as Birbal and ivhat is 
more, a true Mnssalman Ånd, therefore, muster- 
ing courage, they, in a body, petitioned the great 
Emperor that he wonld graciously be pleased to 
appoint Tansen in the place of Birhal and nccord 
to him a position of greater dignity than that 
which Birbal enjoved This, they said, wonld 
afford incalculable pleasnre to the Faithfnl. 

Not a little snrprised at this strange request, 
Åkbar remarked, '' I know Tansen well, he is 
proficient only in mnsio and knows next to 
notbing of state-craft Moreover, he does not 
possess the superior intellect of Birbal ” Thus 
foiled in their attempt, they retired from the 
royal presence, but 3ealonBy grew all the stronger 
in their hearts, and they wonld not give np* 
their attempts to displace Birbal from Åkbar’s 
favonr 

The schemers met one night in a courtior's 
honse and the spirit of rivalry was very keen as 
to who shonld offer the best suggestion which 
wonld pave the way for the Hindn’s rum. 

“ I have arrangod for a musical party in my 
house, to-morrow nigbt, wben' Tansen will play- 
his Eoul-bewitching tones Shall we not invitc 
the Padsha to come and listen to Tansen," said 
one of the number 

" Amen ' ” cned all, “ may the Prophet come 
to oor rescoe'" 

‘ I swear by the beard of the Prophet," 
exclaimed one of the noblemen, " nnless something is- 
done to check the ascendanoy of the Hindus, wc, 
the Faithful, shall be nowhefe ero long" 

So, a grand musical performance was got up 
in the house of one of the noblemen and Akbar 
was present on the occasion Tansen was at his 
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■TjeBt and the Padsha oertainly expressed hia 
-admiration for the mnsioal talents of Tansen. 

“ May Yonr Majesty* live long I ” explained the 
'noble host, “ now that yon recognise the ment of 
Tansen, will yon henceforth be pleased to make 
'him yonr piotege and the recipient of greater 
hononrs than Birbal ” 

“Yon are very mach mistaken,” answered the 
, Bmperor, “ there is no oomparison between Tansen 
and. Birbal, the insignificant mosqnito may as well 
grow jealons of the elephant 1 Nothing will be 
so absnrd as raising him to the position of one 
of my advisers’” 

Bnt Akbar after a while thonght it vyonld be 
best to demonstiate to his ooni tiers onoe for all 
the intelleotnal snpeiiority of Bubal He wrote 
two letters to the King of Burma m which he 
desired the bearers to be put to death. Birbal 
and Tansen were eaoh given a copy of it and 
desired to take it to the King of Burma. Birbal 
was not witbout his misgivings A thing like 
this had not oocurred before, but he had done 
no wrong and felt sure that his knowledge of 
human nature and his sound common-sense would 
stand him in good stead even in Burma. 

Birbal and Tansen started on their journey, and, 
-after many difficulties, reaohed the Capital of 
Burma As they arrived there only after nightfall, 
the gates of the city had been closed and the 
travellers had to harit at a way-side inn dunng 
the night At day-break, they reported themselves 
to the officers of the king, who presented them 
'before the king, in due time The king, when he 
read the epistles, was at a loss to understand 
why Akbar, who was reputed to be wise and just, 
should have requested him to put to death two 
persons, who, to all appearances, were quite 
annocent. Theire was no reason assigned for the 
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visitation of sneh a pnnishment on them He 
referred the matter to his chief minister vho 
said it vonid be a good idea to pnt them in 
prison appnsing them that if in a veek’s 'time 
they did not disciose vhat their offence vas, thev 
vonid be pnt to death The king agreed vith his 
minister and said to Birbal and Tansen, "TTell, 
listen to me The Emperor has ordered that 
yon shonld be put to death Forsooth, von have 
committed so, heinons a cnme that he does not 
vant tbat even yonr bones shonld Snd a resting 
place in yonr native land Bot I shall not pnt 
yon to death, nnless I knov the oCtence and I 
myself deem yon des^rving of the pnnishment 
Yon shall. therefore, be alloved a veek’s time m 
onr pnson to confess ” 

Birbal boved to the king, and Tansen in 
vhom all sense vas displaced by bennmbinc fear, 
simply folloved snit Then they vere both led 
ont and pnt in pnson Kov Tansen said to 
Birbal that he vas entirelv in his hånds, and 
snch a elever man as Birbal shonld certainly be 
able to hit on some means of escape 

“ Ave, escape is not impossible even at this 
stage ” ansvered Birbal, “ clear np end take conraSe 
vhen ve are led ont to be eseented, let n« eich 
vant to be pnt to death before the otber Leavo 
the rest to me, and I shall so mennge matters tbat 
onr lives vill not be lost 

Yon vill then have the tbanks and blessincs 
of mv poor old mother," said Tansen 

On the morn.ng of the eightb day, Eirb”! and 
Tansen vere condneted to the place of csecntion. 
and lo' tbe vrangling betveen the tvo men as to 
vho shonld be pnt to death first qnite snrprised 
the execntioners They thongbt there vas^som^- 
thing vonderfnl abont the men "nd cendneted them 
to tbe King’s presence and represented to him 
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their stmuge conduct The king wae astomsbed 
at vrbab bo board and eaid, “ Yon men of India, 
jour fcarlcEGnoss is indced strango. Do yon tell 
mo ^vb Icast now \%bat jour olTenco is, and I sball 
pardon jou ” Birbal fortbwilb repliod, " My Lord, 
Akbar bas grave reasons for baving our present 
livos torminatod and it behoves ns not to disclose 
.tboni to jou” 

“Fie on jour niadncss' Wby are you so 
foolish ? It IS not right that ono quits a lifo bofore 
One bas derned tbe full bencQt that can aceruo 
from it Further, it is against tbe ( 2 ]ia 7 )iina'‘ to 
put innoceuL pcotile to dcalb 

“I sball disclose to jou tbo great scoret,” 
answered Birbal, “ to satisfj' your curiosity, but 
neilbor of us is troubled bj_ foar of deatb. For a 
long timo, tbe ambitions Mnghal Emperor has been 
fillcd \Mtb a desiie lo possess jour dominions He 
does not deeni il, bo\\e\er, e\pedient to go to war 
vritbjou A \Mse nsLrologei from Benaros recontly 
diFcloFcd to bim confidentially tbe fruits of bis 
recearcbcB in tbe lore of tbe stars, and said that 
tbe bGne\olont Emporoi wbo brought peace and 
plenty to tbe land of tbe sages was dostined to 
t!’\tGnd biB Bv. aj to tbe bordeis of tbo Eastern Ocean. 
When asked ^^bat tbe Padsba had to do on his 
part to help tbe fulfilment of tbe propheoy, he 
Buggested our boing sent to you with tbe epistles 
v.’bich wo presented He wbo is killed first is 
dostined Lo diBpliice*3'on from tbe tbrone on being 
re-born, and bo wbo dies next will become 
tbe minister. "Wo aie both his favourites, and he 
expecta us to hund over tbe kingdom to bim.” 

" May Tatagata 1 save me from tbe sin of 
putting two innocent persons to deatb I I am not 


* Tho coclo of moral rules promulgated by Buddha 
t A namo of Buddha 
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a fendatory pnnce of the Moghal King and I am 
not therefore bonnd to carry ont bis orders Yon 
men of tbe boly land, I declare yon free to go 
vrbere yon Iike, bnt as long as yon stay here, I sball 
mate vrhat reparation 1 can for tbe nnkindness 
already sbown to yon ” 

Birbal and Tansen were the gnests of tbe King 
-of Barma for a fevr days, and, after some time, 
they etarted on tbeir homeward joorney The king 
made snob good provision for tbe jonrney that they 
reached India withonb mnch tronble 

Tansen ivas afraid of shoiving himself to tbe 
Padsba, vrhereas Birbal vent to him forthvitb 
Åkbar vas at the time holding a dnrbar and Birbal 
related to him vhat befell bims“lf and Tansen from 
the dav they lefb Delhi nntil they came back 

Akbar asked the Hnbammadan noblemea 
vhether they vere nov convinced that Birbal 
vrås eleverer than Tansen 

“ Åye, he is indeed elever in vorldly visdom,” 
ansvered the most bigoted among tbe nobles, “bnt 
the idolater, nnless he torns his face tovards 
ilecca, does not deserve yonr favonr” 

“ May Allah forfend tbat yon shonld embroil 
me vnth my Hindn snbjects ' What right have von 
to dictate to otbers in religions matters *> And 
vhnt right have I A man's religion ’s an 
affair betveen bis ovn conscience p.nd his God' 
Why shonld I claim to gnide otbers before I 
myseif am gcided ’ DiAerent religions ere bnt 
different paths to tbe same goal’" 

"iVhen the Mussalman’s nobility vere thns ad- 
monished, there vas no fnrtber cavil among them 
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XVI 

THE USE OF INQENUITY 


-' 4 bNB day the Padsha asked Birbal what one 
Bhould make nse of in a fight. Birbal 
replied that one sbonld make nse of one’s ingennity 
“What a fool yon a^e! ” exclaimed the king, 
“ Of what use is ingennity hefore a weapon ?" 
“ Let ns have a trial,” rejoined Birbal. The very 
nest day he had an opportnnity of proving what 
he had said A stont elephant got ont of control 
and ran in his direction When he eaw the 
infnnated heast going- towards him, baving no 
means of / protection, he was alarmed a little 
Bnt immediately, he pioked np courage as he 
saw a dead dog lying olose by He took hold 
of the carcase and flnng it on the face of the 
elephant It was frightened, tnrned back and 
ran away In tbe meanwhile, the Padsha arrived 
on the scene Birbal narrated to him his en- 
counter with the elephant and how he got ont 
of it nnscathed though nnarmed The Padsha 
expressed his admiration for Birbal’s resonrcefnl- 
iJess. “ So it la clear,” ohaerved the latter, “ how' 
helpfnl ingennity is in a fight ” 


XVII 

THE PUNJSHMB^T OF THE GATE-KEEPEBS 


‘flJNE day Raja Birbal came to tbe entrance of 
the Padaba’s palace and wanted to go in 
The chopdars (gate-keepers) refnsed t^o allow him 
to enter Raja Birbal offered to them on his 
oath that he wonld give to one of the sentnes 
'half of what ^he might get aa present from the 
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Emperor that dav, and to the other, a fonrth. 
Therenpon, the sentries allowed hun to go :n. 
He vent to the Padsha and told hun strang'e 
Etones The king vas verj mnch pleased ’i^ith 
the Etones and ordered Birbal to ask for a present 
Birbal prayed that he might be given a thonsand 
blovs vith a shoe The Emperor vondered at the 
qneer reqnest, bnt thonght there might be some 
InJ mat in it and ordered one of his attendants 
to give them the blovs in the manner vhich 
Eaja Birbal himself might prescribe The Raja 
vent ont and vanted one of the chopdars to be 
given half the nnmber of blovs, and the other 
a fonrth He then asked the attendant to keep 
the remaining fonrth in reserve 


XTIII 

A SEXSIBLE PEPET 


Ms Åkhar vas once very cross vith Birbal, the 
latter left the kingdom and vent avaj som^- 
vhere The Emperor missed him in the conrt 
very mnch and vas ansions to knov vbere be had 
gone He cansed a commonication to be issned 
from his conrt to the several fendatorj princes of 
the Empire that his oceans iccrc going to he marned 
and that he icanted then oceans to he present on 
the aicsjncious occasion The princes vho received 
the message did not knov vhat replj they vere 
to send to the Padsha At last, one prince in 
vhose kingdom Birbal bad taken refoge, sent 
the folloving reph "We sent onr oceans to the 
ceremony, let yonr veJls receive them" V^hen 

* SkiU contnvance, ptulosoph^ 
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Akbar gofc tho nnswer, he knew thnfc Buch a 
sensible replj could bave enianated only from 
Bubal He accordinglj sent foi Birbal, and became 
fnendly witb him once ugaiu 


XIX 

Tiic Tiinni: questions 


ifeNCE Kbnja Sara, one of Åkbar’s favonrite 
conrtiers growing envious of Birbal, made up 
his mind to do bim somo harm, and induced the 
king to ask him the following three qnestions 
(l) Wbich is the centre of the earth ’ 
t (2) How mani stars are there in the firmament ? 

(8) Wbat IS the exact number of men and 
women in the worid ’ 

The Padsba sent for Birbal and asked him to 
ansv. er the qnestions of Khnja Sara Birbal at once 
planted a stick on tbe groond and said that the 
,6pot where it stood vrås tbo centre of the earth, 
but if Khkja Sara was not sore, he migbt measnre 
the earth and satisfi bimself He sent for a ram, 
and, vrben it was brooght, eicluimed, “ There are 
as many stars in tbe sky ns tbere are hairs o6 
the body of this.beast wbich Khaja Sara might 
connt for himself at his leisnre" Ås to the third 
qnestion, he observed tbat it was not possible to 
give an Oi.act answér, bnt tbat if all men and 
women were murdered, 'it would be easy to know 
their nnmber exactly 

* It is interesting to know thnt oven ns early ns m the 
dnys of Akbar, somo nt least wero not ignorant of the faet 
that the wnter evnporating from the sea is s* ■'or use 
in Wells 
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[ The KomnUs of the Madras Prcsidency and tJ c Feudalor ; Sta'cs 
of Hydcrahad and Mysorc form a respedabh c?a'» o/ pop'e 
They arc well } noten as traders, tnoneydenderf, sbroffs and 
arocers In Madras town they arc the principal pnrehasers and 
disiribu'ors of cicry sor'of imported arliclcs They arc oritnfnf- 
hj sticccssful in thcir hercditary calliny and arc eten cntcrprisxnq 
in their pnrenit Therc ia a areal deal of er.dcncc to si ow 
that th’y irere priginally a hornoocncojs castc resident at 
Pcmitonda, in the present Guntur Dislrict, from whteh 
thej sceiii to haic spread in diffcrent directions in tle 
hryinninq oj the llthcentury AJ) They arc famoiis tlro'iqh- 
out Southern India for their trit and Wfdora Pcoplc of all 
elaiscs and eges reeount and cnjoy icith oriat zest the s'ories 
told of them Some of theso arc published in ti ts senes ^ 


I 

MARE HAT MHILE THE SUR SEJRES 


BLIND Komati praved to God Vishnn for tho 
rcstor.ition of biB ejeeicht After many ycars 
of prayer, the benefleent Deit-\ appeared beforo 
him and asked him wbat be wanfed " Oh, God ' I 
want to see from above the pevcnth storey of my 
mansion, m\ great-Rrandsons plaMng in tbe streets 
and eating their cakes from golden vesscls ” Vishnn 
was astoniBhcd at the requesfc of the hhnd man 
ivhich combined nches, cbildren, and tbe restoration 
of bis ejesigbt in one demand and granted bim 
all of them 
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II 

THE KOMATI AKD THE SCORPION 

\ NUMBEE of KomaliB wenfc to a temple 
one daj. One of them pot his right fore¬ 
finger into the navel of the Vinayaka (Belly 
God) at the gatewaj’. A scorpion inside it stnng 
him acntely. The Komati, however, pot his 
finger to the nose, and smelhng it, remarked 
" Oh' what a fine smell! not expeiienced the 
like of it daring my life' ” This induced another 
of the troop to pot his finger in and he was 
also bit He also pretended in the same -way. 
All of them got stnng in snccession and then 
consoled each otber with qniet hearts. 


III 

THE KOM ATI AND HIS MOTHER IN^LAW 


J\ NEWLY married Komati once went to his- 
mother-in-law’s housø and was received with 
great warmth tbere. Barly next morning, the 
mother;in-Iaw inqnired of the yonng man whether 
he wonld either partake of a cold meal oonsisting 
of the previons night’B cqoked rioø soaked in 
wator, or eat cakes or wait for hot meals until 
mid-day . when his father-in-law woald return 
from his shop “ Tøs, ” saya the ounning son-in- 
law quiøtly, shall makø. a hearty meal'of 

thø cold rice, and hø eating the oakes until 
father-in-law returns and it is time for hot 
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IV 

THE KOMATI AND THE BRAHMAN 


An old Koraati killed a cafe whioh had for 
long worned hira by dnnking fche milk kept 
for hiB use He felt sorry, however, that ho 
ever had anythmg to do with tho animal, for 
according to thø Hindus, it is a very hoinons 
sin even to beat a oat The uneasy Komati 
accordingly called his Purohit (Brahman priest), 
askod him if anythmg oould evpiate the sin of 
a person who ’liills a nat “Ves, if he raakes a 
likeness of the animal in gold and makes a gift 
of it to a Brahman,” says the Brahman 
“ Supposing," asks the Komati, “ a man is too 
poor for that, ivhat most he do instead ” ? “ Give 
a Bliver one of oonrse ” “ Suppose,” says tho 

Komafci, " fche man is poorør still ” Well, a cat 
made of sugar will do,” says the Brahman 
" That will do for me,” mnttered the miserly 
Komati and called his wife, and, taking hor 
aside, let her know of the whole matter and 
asked her to get tbings ready foi his oeremonial 
purification He then bathed and asked tho 
Brahman to perform the cøromonies propor td 
the ocoaSion “ Bring tho golden cat,” says tho 
Brahman " Go on with thø sugar oat for tho 
noncø,” replied the Komati " Vou aro not so 
poor as to send me awaj' with snob a paltry 
gift," says thø Brahman “Nor am I so rich as 
to afCord a golden one,” replies tho Komati. 
“ Go on with the ceremony and wo shall soo,” 
adds tho Komati’s wife Too lato •to rooedc, tho 
Brahman officiated and went homo with tbo 
sugar cat and a rupeo in addition through tho 
1 ind intorcession of tho Komati’s wifo 

* According to Hindu idoas, it ii ainful to molcat in 
ony mannor tho cat, and tho taking of a hkonoii of thnt 



TALES OF KOAUTI WIT & •V.’ISDOM 


03 


V 

rnn kom \ti xkd his politi: retort 

An old Komnti, who htid bcen long Iceoping a 
*■ shop, vrns onp dnj mob by an anRry consti- 
tnont of bis ^vbo cbarpcd him with e\tortionate 
pricos “A vilo race of mon,” borsb foibh tho man, 
" nolbing tvill enrb jonr ovor-reaching character 
but the limits of -vour own avance A plngne on 
yon and all yoiirs'" Tho patient Komati coolly 
aslcod "Do >00 want dried grapes?” " Shall I 
let yon have some good alraonds ’" “ May I give 
yon some (or> stal) sngar*’ Do >on want something 
svreot to the tongno’" Tbo constitnont cooled down 
a great doal and apologisod for his bad temper and 
“^ont home a sadder bnt wisor man 


VI 

TUL KOM \T19 AMD THE P AN DY AN KINO 


agNCD npon a timo, a Pandyan King had a new 
Eilvor TGSSol of enormons sizie made for the 
ose of the palace, and bo suporsbitionsly beheved 
that its first contents should not be water So, 
in view of this bolief, he ordored his minister to 
pubhsh abroad thnj; the snbjects of his kingdom 

ntumal m cvpmtion for nny miHdcecl dono to it is hold 
to bo evon moro fiinful Rospectnblo Brahmans all ovor 
South Indift refuso to havo nnything to do with such a 
gift ns that 

Tho story is niso rolntcd Bomowlmt differontly At thø 
ond of tho ceremony, anothor vorpion goos, tho Brahman and 
tho Komati ngnin qunrrollcd nbout tho sugar cat At its 
concluHion, tho Komati put tho sugar cat into his mouth and, 
Bv’allowing it, said “Tho sugar to mo and tho sin of killing 
-tho cat to you ” 
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werø to put into thø vøssøl a ehembitful " of milk 
from øaoh housø Thø frugal Komatis, heanng of 
this, thought withip thømaølves “ Oh! whøn thø 
king has oråøføå snoh a large quantity and all Vill 
bring milk, it 'will hø enongh for us to takø vessels 
containing watør, as a libtlø water ponred into 
suoh a large quantity of milk will not ohange its 
colour It will not hø knoivn that we ponred in 
only watør, and we shall paes off ns having given 
onr tnbnte In this way, all thø Komntis brought 
water instead of milk, and ono did not inform thø 
other of thø triok hø wns about to play. Now, it 
BO bappened that the Komatis were the Uret to 
enter the palaoe whilo they thooght that the people 
of other oastes had oome and gone. The vessol was 
plaoed hehind a soreen, so tbat no one might cast 
evil eye on it and the Komatis were let in one by 
one to do honour to it This they did in all haste, 
and each returned with grent joy beoanse of the 
success of his trick Thus there was nothing but 
water in the vessel Now it had been arranged 
that the king was to be the first to seø the 
oontonts of his new vessel, and wben be went to 
the room where the vessel was kept and saw ita 
oontønts, hø was thunder-strock to seø only water 
He became angry with thø Komatis and direotell 
his minister to punish tbem severely The readj- 
witted Komatis, however, cnme forward with all 
presenoe of mind and oried out Oh Gracions 
King I appeasø thy anger and kindly listen to what 
wø have to say We each brohght a chcmhuful of 
water to find out how many chcmhxifula yonr 
Highness’ preoions vessel contained Now thnt we 
have taken the measurement, we will forthwith 
fetch the quantity of milk rcquired ” Thø king 
was consoled to hear this and sen t tbem away ” 
* Chcmbu, in Tamil ond Tolugu, moans a small v ossol 
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VII 

THE KOMATI AND HIS LOST WEALTH 

A RICH Komati's honae waa brokøn into by 
a gang of thievea, who carried away alf 
thafc wae of worth. in it. At day-break, the 
Kotwal afcepped infco the honse to make bis nsnal 
inqniries He asked the Komati what he bad lost. 
“ Lost! ” e]acnlated the Komati, “ why, I lost 
notbing more tban the old broom-stick bebind 
the back of my honae ” “ What ? ” rejoined the 

wondering Kotwal, “yoo have lost notbing? The 
whole city says you lost everything valnable yon 
had poBsessed ” “ The city anay, perhaps, know 

bøtter than myself,’* said the Komati coolly, " but 
I say the thieves themselves must have subse- 
quently repented why they did not choose a 
ncher house ” 


VIII 

THE KOMATI AND THE STAKE 


O NCB upon a time, there hved a Komati who 
^ owned a big house. Being bnilt of mud, 
the walls had patches which stood in need of 
repairs The Komati orderéd a eet of workmen 
to repair his hroken walls Boring thø night of 
thø repairs, a thief oame and, not knowing that 
the npper portion of the wall had jnst that 
morning been patched op, out a hole in it and 
pnt his head in it, when, unfortnnately for him, 

* No Komati ever wislies fchat hia real worth should be 
knowo. The phrase “ Komatiguttu ” (the secrecy of a 
Komati) 18 a common one -Durmg pre-Bntish days, when 
nch men werø maltreated with the illegal seiznre of their 
wealth by looal chiefs and Nawabs, there was special tempta- 
tion for perpetuating this phase of the Komati character 
6 
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thø wholø wall oame down upon hitn and killed 
him His comrade fonnd a portion of his hody 
haoging out of the wall. He reportéd the matter 
to the Kotwal, and, with his hølp, the malter 
was taken hefore the king for adjndioation The 
king, however, was a very stnpid person The 
Komati esplained that the thief met his death 
providentially But the king was not satisfled 
He said thab the Komati, being a stont man, 
was eminently fit for the stake, to which he 
ordered he shonld he driven The Komati, how- 
ever, was determined not to lose his hfo throngh 
the stnpidity of the king He oontrived to bribe 
a oouple of people, who were np to anytbing, to 
avert the fate to whioh he was doomed by the 
aentenoe of the king In aooordanoe with the 

advioe tendered hy the Komati to them, they 
appeared hefore the king on the morning of the 
day on which the fientenoe was to he exeonted 
One of them said ‘ Oh 1 king! the man that 
will hø impaled to-day will he horn ngain as 
the king of this conntry I want to he oxeonted 
80 that I may hø horn king ” The other follow 
also reqnested the king that he may be 
permitted to take the Komati’s plaoo thab 
morning, so that be might be horn king in biS 
next birbh The foolish king wonld not brook 
the idea of the usurpation of his kingdom " Fie 
upon you, rogues,” he broke out, " I shall never 
consent to my tbrone being ocoupied by you 
fellows Let the Komati be*’ released I sball 
myself proceed to thø stake, and be reborn as 
the king of my own conntry ” The stnpid 
king thus killed himself on the stake, to whioh 
he had ordered the innooent Komati to bo driven ^ 

* Ting story will bo found narratod in a sornowliat 
differont mannor in tlio Indian Antiquary, vol xx p 78 
Tho provcrb Kazhuculku l^ith^Komati is usually oxplninod 
by thi3 talo ' 
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TUF KO:^lATl l.VD TUL IIOFSL O]] ^'r:liS 

HINDU find a Mn-^Falman claimcd tho owner- 
fhjp of thc •:nmo horso Hacb said Lhat 
thc nnimal ivns his and onch citod tho samo 
Komaf 1 tn dcpoFO to tho fnet of his ownorship 
Tho Hindu nched hun if ho did not Irnow tbat 
tho animal bolnnccd lo hini foi a number of 
joars iiast '* Yos," snis tho Komati Tho 
I\InFFa!mnn ncKcd him "Did jon not seo mø 
ridinR tho liorso linlf uai up (ho fjhat road ’ 
" Ycf." anFv ors tho Komnli " Tben, questjons 
tho Jndco, "do %ou •^aj’ that tho horse belongs 
to both ?" "I Fhonid rather tbink so Tho 
foropart of it looks liko that of the Mnssalman 
and tho liindpart hko tho Hindn’s ” The 
bovrildcrod .Tndfjo confiscatod the horso to the 
Nawab'fi stablcs 


N 

TUL hO.VAU A.\D IJJ.S 110 UW 


TIuRING the dajB of Naivab Satnlla Khan,=^ 
a Komati kept a biR gram shop at Aicot 
and made a large fortune foi himself. Those 
vore dajs vi-hon baliks did not CMst So, the 
Komati stored avray his raonoj^ in pots whioh 
ho buriod, some under his bedsLcad and otbers 
near his hoarth' When he becamo an old man, 
tho thongbt flashed on his mind “ How to 

* Satnlla Kimn roforrod to lioro m tho Sndat Ulla 
Khan of ICnrnatic Ilmtory Ho wne Nawab from 1710 to 
1732 Hm rulo wob n bonoficont ono and la still 
rememberod ns ono of tho happicst m South Indian, 
IIiBtory beforo tho country paspod into Bntish hånds 
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leave my rapees and die?” He immediately called 
hia •n’ife and asked her to unearth the treasore 
pots and bring them before him She brought 
the pots one by one, and arranged them in a 

line before him The old man looked at them 
foi a short time, and, heaving a long sigh, 

ordered his wife to ponr down their contents on 
the gronnd She obeyed He then got np from 
hia bed and asked her to arrange his bed over 
the money He lay down on ib and rolied 

from left to right, and then eaid to his wife 
” Oh ' ^oman ! I am dying, leaving my treasure 
behind Waste it not by budding chatitavis, for 
tbey are but fit places for idlers and loafers 
Dig as many tanks and ponds as yon can with 
it and let human beings, animals, and birds 

drink from them and bless me for ever ” 


XI 

THE KOMATI AND QUARRELSOME BEGGARS 

beggars, one a professional, and tbe other^n 
■*' person rednced to begging by famine,^ enterod 
the same honse one after the other, and as they 
oame ont of it, their alms feli ont, and they spoke 
angry words against each other Then they camo 
to blows A Komati, who ^ivas standing beside 
tbem, was nfterivards cited by both of them ns a 
witness When the Jndge asked him vrho bogan 
the as=anlt first, the Komati , nnwilling to olTond 
* South Indlån beggars nro di\tdod into two clnMC<3, 
Panjathandi and Paramparatyandi The former iwo famino 
made beggars, and tho latter nro beggars from gonomtion to 
generation Tho fonner, n common Ea^ mg goes, would rob n 
person, of a child nt a convoniont opportunitj , whilo tho latter 
svould ]ump into n woll and pick up n child ivhich had fallen 
into it by an accident and tnnko it over to its paronts 
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-either party (aftør all bøggars l), deposed that he 
saw Eama and Thimma (the bøggars) standing 
bøforø øach othør and himself bøsidø thøm, and as 
thøj^ wørø øxchanging angry words, a dnst storm bløw 
and hø shut his øyøs, immødiatøly aftør which the 
sonnd of blows røaohød his øars bnt, sitnatød as 
'hø was, hé conld not now say whøther Eama 
assanlted Thimma first or Thimma strnck Eama 
first. The Jndge løft the bøggars off with a warning. 


:xii 

THE KOMATI AND THE ROBBERS 


\ HUNDEBD years ago, the highwaye of 
Southern India were infested with robbers, 
who plnndered the wayfarers that passed through 
thøm A Komati and his wife went on a pilgrimage 
to Tirupati and were returning to their own place 
about 70 miles distant from it While not far 
away from their own town, a gang of thieves, 
mistaking their oarriage fot that of the local 
Tahsildar"" by the jingling belis tied to the 
necks of the bnlls, dispersed far and wide, leaving 
only one behind them, who stood concealed near 
a huge tamarind treø to see if it was the 
Tahsildar or not Binding from the hoarse voice 
of thø Komati that thø cart was not that of 
the Tahsildar, he ^topped out and beok.oned to 
the driver to stop The driver stopped the cart. 
The thief oame to the Komati and demanded 
from him his money bag “ Well, my man,” 
said the Komati, “ I am glad to see yon here 
How raany are you in namber ? Hops all of yon 
are doing well ” " Yes,” answeied the robber, 

" we are nine and I want your bag ” " Do yon 


Bevenue OfiBcer of a portion of a disbnct 
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mean to say that yon don’t care for the rest ^" 
Yes, I ^ant yonr bag,” rejoined the robbor 
" That IS hardly right Here, I have nine rnpces 
and yon can take yonr share (handing *him 
one rnpee), and as for the rest, ask them to 
come to my shop, and they shall have their 
shares ” The stupid robber took the rnpoe and 
went and told his fraternitv of what happened 
The gang marched in a body not long afterwards 
to the Komati’s shop, where he handed them 
over to the Kotwal Thns were the deceivers 
deceived by the Komati 


XIII ^ 

THE KOMATI AKD BIS GIFT CO II * 


RICH Komati and his wife conld nover 

agree on the snbject of chantj The wifo 
vrås never weaiied of urging iipon her husband the 
paramount necessitv of doing some charitable aot 
or other But the husband remained hard-bcartod 
One day, however, the husband approached his 
vrife, and said to her that he had made up his 

mind to make a pions gift Joyfol that at last 

God gave good sense to her husband, she asked 
him vhat gift he intend^d to give “ Our 

reddish-brovn covr,” eaid the husband This 
pleased the vroman more than ever, for, the gift 
of a cow among Hindus is accounted one of the 
greatest of gifts that a person can make The 
cow, however, was an old one and was in a 
very weak statc, which was unknown to his wifc 

• This Etorj IS nnrroted bv Jlr Sriknnta Anar in tho 
Indxan Antiqua"’/ Vol w 
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The Komati had determined to get rid of it m 
a pions manner, for, if .it died while in his 
possession, he wns to bear its bniial charges 
hmleelf and pay a fine as well to the king of 
the countri, according to certain laws then in 
force Åccordingly, ho was on the look-ont for a 
Brahman to whom he conld give the cow. As 
Inck wonld have it, a Brahman with a copper 
bowl lu his band just tben came in for a handfnl 
of alms The Komati iielcomed him with gieat 
respeet, and told bim of his intended gift. The 
Biahman gladly consented to accept the gift, and, 
nnaware of the trne condition of the animal, 
performed the requisite ceromonnies, and the gift 
was formally made by the Komati The animal 
was led ofT and pashed throogh the gatevfaiy of 
the bonse to hø driven away by the Brahman; 
for the keeping of the animal after the gift is 
held sinfol among the Hindus The Brahman 
drove it a few hundred j'ards when the old 
animal Jay down and died The Kotwal tnrned 
ap demanding the king’s fine, but says the 
Kmnati “ Oh ! no, it is not my animal, ask 
the Brahman ” Tho Brahman pi otested that he 
had it ns gift jast then fiom the Komati, and 
to the Komati mast pay the fine The Komati, 
however, wonld not hear the Biahman’s protes- 
tations, Having taken the gift and led thø 
animal off, ha wns liable, he said, under the 
law '"I have no means to pay the fine,” said 
the Brahman, “ That does not matter,” inter- 
cepted the Komati, “ give the copper bowl, and 
tbat will do ” The Brahman mendicant lost 
even that which he had, through the ingenuity 
of the Komati 
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I^TDIAK TALKS 
XIT 

THE KO:iATIS AXD THE 


• I^^CE npon a time, a ereat king levied a tar 
cpon milk, and all hi= enb]ect= vrere Eorely 
troaoled on that acconnt The Komatis, all of 
Trhom had cotts, foned the tai speciallv incon- 
venient Tnsy, therefore, hit npon a mode of 
cettioc the tar repealed. They hribed the minister 
and mnstered strong before the kinc, and spoke 
of the cpprsssive natnre of the tar The king 
asked i-hat their proSt vas from the milk “ A 
pie for a pie," eaid thev to a man, and the king, 
tninianc tbat persons who proSted on’y to the 
eitent of a pie ongnt not to be tronbled, forth- 
—ith passed orders for the aboht’on of the tar. 

XT 

THE E021ATI COUPLE A2'D THE TfA.V 02' THE 
BEA22 or THE POOF 

|CST a= a Kcraati conpla ente-ed their b=d-room 
^ end iav co-m on their beds the nesband 


perce "ed a tnief perched qnistly on one of the 
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oh > Kimn ’ " "Nov.,t.hc Komnti wnn tho hcadinan 
of thp vjUncpand Icnow that hiB Tala\ari’’ nameå 
Iv'irya whb plpnjnnR on tho \nr(mflah of tbo hoiiBO 
On boannn tljo voico of litB mnBtor, bo rapped 
at tbo door fo rontinuoBh fbat a crowd patborcd 
mand bim. Just 1 bon. tbo Koniati camc out of biB 
bod-room. Bnncinr Ibo a«;'ipmblcd crowd into biB 
bod ronm, bo Faid " Fjoob boro, notbinp bapponod 
bctwi\t UP but a pott\ quarrol about tbo po\ of tbo 
obild Ibnl wn« to bo born lo ub I did no moro 
tbnn Fa\ (bat I tboucbtit would bo a malo oluld 
and tbnt I v nuld rnll it Rnma and Rama onh. I 
did not lioat bor (pointinfj to biB wifo) thouRb 
pbo raiFod a bnwl tbat vonid niaUo otbora 
mifiundorpland If ^ou aro not Fatipflod witb wbat 
T bnvo Faid. \nu may aplt Ibo irontloman on tho 
bonm of tbo roof, wbo bat, boon nn attontivo 
tMtnoFF to all Ihat bna bapponod” Tbo ” pontloman 
of tbo nicbt ” v.aB Bummonod down and put in 
loc«, proparatorj to )ur boinR Pont on to tbo polico 
ofikor of tbo nonroRt tov n 


XVI 

77//. hOV 177 A\l) III.S fl \M:L LOAD 


A KOM\Tr and Ijir ifo woie roturninp bomo 
from a noiRhbmrinR Milano and, uh tbov woro 
approarbini; it, niplit Rot in The daiKnoRB wafl bo 
tbiob tbat fiirtbn marobing \mir out of quostion 
]iiot Ibon So t.bcy docidod to halt at a road-Pido 
villagc rJoBo lo V, bicb tlioy bad como Thoy wallced 
into it and onlorcd into a docent loolcing Rtruoturo, 
v/hiob bapponod to bo tbo villago headman’B bouBO 
and bo put thom up for tbo nigbt. Tbo cautious 


ViHuf'i) poon V 1)0 RclB 


conBliiblo. 
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Komati, •wishing to gaard himself and the jevrela 
he carried with him against the molestafcions of 
the headman and his servants, tned to enter ^nto 
conversation with another Komati who happened 
to live opposite to the honse in whieh he hiniBelf 
had been lodged In thie, he encceeded, and after 
a few minntes, a hig qnarrel ensned between them 
both The headman and other elders of the village 
tned to settie their differences but all to no pnr- 
pose The qnarrel continned throughont the night 
When it ivas dawn, the Komati took his leave 
The whole village wondered at the manner in 
■^hich he had contrived to keep wide awake all 
through the night—jnst to aid him in gnarding his 
vnlaable jewels 


XVII 

THE KOM ATV S SHORT CUT TO HEAVEK 

Å KOMATI, after his death, was taken hefore 
Tama by Chitra and Gupta Theso nro 
said to he the accountants of Tama who 1 oop 
regular lists of the good and bad actions done 
hs each haman being On tnrning over their 
accounts, the angels fonnd that the Komati had 
not done even a single good act to de=erve being 
sent to Ileaven Bnt ho had, the angels doclnred, 
off and on pointed bv bis foaefinger to wn\ farers 
the honses of gentlemen who woiild eithor feed or 
mako mo^e^-preeents to them Tamn, on hoaring 
thic, ordered that the Komati’s band mnst he 
made to tonch Heaven and then the Komati was 
sent down to Hell 

Chitra and Gupta discovered an error of Ihcirs 
in their account hooks The error was Ihat the 
* The Hindu God of Dentli ond PunishmentB 
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Komati ehoold not have died when hø did So 
Yama directed them to send him baok to the mortal 
World to live out his allotted spån of life On 
hi^ return, the Komati hit upon a novel short cut 
to Heaven He rememhered well enough the reasons 
that induced Yama to*oider his hånd being sent 
for a short while to Heaven To insure his whole 
b^i^dy being sent there, the next time he was 
called to account for his life’s work in this world, 
he ever afterwards pointed the houses of cbaritable 
people by the shaking to right and left of his 
whole body. 


THE SON-lN-lAI ABROAD & OTBER STORIES 

BY 

MS P RAMACHANDRA ROW, BL 


[Jvdged by ilte vnrformjy aorry ftgure he cuts tn folL-lore, 
the new made aon-tn-lato wottld seem to he about the most'’ 
maltgned tnember of Indian houaeholda, all sorts of oddtHes, 
•awlMardness and stupidtty being merctleesly ptled on his 
devoted head A good many of the popular tales tum upon 
his relations with the members of the bride's family His 
initial visits to them are matters of absorhing interest, to ivhicli 
days and nights of anxtoua thought are devoted Owing to a 
very natural deaire on the part of the son-in law to bc thought 
well of tn every respect, tdtverse innocent deceptions are resorted 
to, to male things lool leas ugly or more tmpostng than they are, 
while from the standpoint of Uie bride's family, the aon-in-law 
18 looledupon as “fair game" and la the objeet of mueh^un 
and practical joling, albeit his reception and entertainment are 
on a loving and right royal acale In this character, he is the 
favourite hero of many a folk-tale, and supplies the place in 
the vemacular literalure, of auch types as have been immortahsed 
tn the Pickunckians of Dickens, Handy Andy of Samuel Lover, 
and VerdantVreen of Albert Smithl 
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I 

HE SETS THE ROVSE OE FIRE 

HE following story relates apparently to pre- 
historie times to an age, in short, when lamps 
and vricks vrere still novel loxnries, vrbich bad 
“jnst come ont’’ and had not been broogbt into 
general n=e, at least, in rnral tracts A veritable 
Terdant Green of a son-in-law of this antiqnated 
period and from np-conntry vrås on a visit to 
his wife's parents in the city He gazed with 
silent wonder at the lights which were lit in tho 
hoose after snn-down, and which'rendered night 
as bnght as day He qoestionod his 
mischievoos imp of a brother-in-lavr what those 
little glimmenng things were and wns banteringlj 
answered that they were yoonglings of the sun 
which were proenred with considerable difficnlty 
from bejond the seas, and reared with gfeat care 
They were well worth the trooble, said he, seeing 
the immense benefit thej conferred on their owners 
The rash boy knew not that his brother-in-law 
was so dense that he woold swallow as trnth all 
that he had been told, and he also forgot that 
he was Iiviog in a thatched honoe, and failed 
to foresee the possible conseqnences of his mis- 
cbievous joke The son-in-law was so enaraonred 
of tbese ‘ =olar jonnglings," ^that he desired to 
po=sess himself of one, at an\ cost Accordingly, 
when everjbodj had retired to rest and the honse 
v-ts perfeeth qniet and boricd in dcep slnmber, 
he got ont of his bed, walked on tiptoo to tho 
'olitar^ lamp in the room, and tal ing a bnrning 
"ick, concealed it in the roof of the house, 
thinking to carrv it home, unperceived, on tho 
following daj Nccdlcss to saj, tho wbolc honso 
was =oon in dames, and ell the inmates were 
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aronsed Their firsfc thought was to rescne out 
of the bnrning pile as mnoh as possible all tbat 
waa valnable, and while every soul in tbe house 
was thns bosily occupied, the son-m-law also began 
poking bete and there into tbe bnrning tbatoh 
overbead Being qnestioned -wbat it might be 
tbat he -was looking for, be naively replied tbat 
he bad bidden a " solar youngling ” in tbe roof, 
and tbat was wbat he was looking for He thus 
became an objeet of contempt, and was anathe- 
matized as tbe idiotio author of tbe conflagration. 


II 

HE BELABOURS HIS WIFE 

Wt happened once that an absent-minded son-in- 
law, who had a peculiar habit of forgetting the- 
names of things, arrived at his motber-in-law’s 
bonse alone on his return from a journey, and 
nnaccompanied by his wife He was, as usual, 
made muoh of, and feasted right royally Several 
curious confeotions, oakes, pies, and puddings were 
jprepared and served up for his special deleotation. 
Of all these tempting viands, he appreoiated best 
a kind of sandwich, a culinary delioacy he had 
not tasted hefore and thinking to make his wife 
eook this preparation at home, hé asked for and 
learnt its' name ,Lest his memory should play 
him false ere he reached home, he further resolved 
never to let the name go out of his mind, but 
kept continually repeating and mutbering “ sand¬ 
wich ” all the way home Arriving at a narrow 
stream that lay across the road, he saw a number 
of boys jnmping clear across it, with the un- 
meaning cry of “ Hatheri Pacha” No- sooner 
did this reach the son-in-law’s ears, than it 
dislodged the word “ sandwich ” clear out of his 
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head, and he took np in ifcs place fche crv of 
“Hatheri Pacha", and went home wifch ifc on bis bps. 

Arrived ab his honse, he told his wife vrbat 
a savonry and nioe “ Hathen Pacha" had been 
cooked for him by her mother and oalled npon 
her forthwith to prepare one Of oonrse, there 
was no snch thing as “ Hatheri Paoha ” in the 
cnlinary vocabulary of any langnage, and the 
wife professed her ignorance of what he meant, 
and hegged him to explain The son-in-law 
thonght he was being made a fool of by the 
very wife of his bosom, and began to beat 
her, npon whioh she pointed to the swellings on 
her body and asked her irate lord whetber ib 
was right to beat her into “sandwiohes” all 
over “ Åh ' ” said onr hero, " sandwiches it is 
That IS the very thing I wish yon to cook 
for me ’’ 


III 

HE DROWyS HIS MOTHER-IN L.4]r 

A newly-married farmer who had no brams, 
was retnrning home from the fields one hot 
afternoon He had been reaping and had his 
sickle snspended from his wnist-stnng Ho fotmd 
the blade of the sickle hot owing to long 
evposuro to the snn, and his stupid bram at 
once conclnded that his sicklc bad been seired 
•with fever, and ho went abont howlmg for a 
remedy A kind Samaiitaii, who was passmg b}, 
and who ganged the idiot’s profound ignorance, 
took him to tho river-sido and mado him cool 
the sickle in tho water On taking it up ngam, 
he, of couree, fonnd it perfectl} cool, and 
thankmg his friend for tho kind lesson, went 
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-away deeply pondermg over it Arrived at 
home, he learnt from his wife that his 
'mother-in-law lay m a burning fever and that 
somftthing should be done at once He betbought 
him of the wonderfnl “ water cnre ” of the 
Biokle, and hø oarried thø poor dying woman to 
iihe well and threw her plnmp down into it 
With the rade ahock of the descent, and of 
the cold plange, the old lady died She^lay with 
nptnrned face and a ghastly grin The son-in-law 
oonolnded that his treatment had høen attended 
with marvellons snccess, and that the old lady 
was aotaally smiling in joy at her remarkable 
recovery, “ Grin mother-in-law mine,” exolaimed 
he, “ well may yoa grin, now that the fever 
■has left you ” 1 


IV 

THE ADVENTURES OF A MYOPIG SON-IN-LAW 


‘pk SON-IN'LAW whose defective vision had 
escaped notioe at the time of his marriage, 
-v^as on his first visit to his wife’s family for 
the Dipavali feast He conld see things well 
enongh in broad daylight, the defeot in his eyfi 
being of that kind whioh is designated “ twihght 
blindness,” that is to say, he was blind only 
dnnng the dark honrs It grew dask jnst ae he 
approached the honse of his father-in-law and 
being no longer able to find his way with 
-oertitnde, and too bashfnl to enquire of others, 
he stnmbled into the grain-pit attached to the 
honse—a hollow whore gram is nsnally stored in 
rnral parts As hø was groping helplessly at 
'the bottom, and making frantic efforts to reach 
'the Burfaoe, he was espied by his brotber-in-law 
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who kindly came to his aid, and helped him ont 
of the pifc In explanation of his strange antios, 
he eaid thab he was measnring thø dopfch of 
the grain-pit to comparø it with hiø owrl at 
home He nexb enooontered a eporting ram which 
was loosely tied to a pillar of the house, and 
having fallen fonl of it in his progress into the 
honee, received a staggering blow on his knee- 
cap from its well-trained head, whioh oansed it 
to smart with pain The ram had iron rings on 
his horns and hells ronnd its neok whioh made 
a clinking noise as it bntted him, and the 
son-in-law had made a mental note of this faet 
As the family was assemhled for the festive 
snpper, the mother-in-law, who had, in honour 
of the ocoasion, deoked herself with hracelets, 
rings and anklets, came ronnd serving ghee, 
as IS nsnal on snoh ocoasions Ås sbe moved 
from goosb to gnest, the ornaments shø wore 
prodnoed a sonnd not nnlike that prodnood 
by the flghting ram that had hnrt the 
hero He, poor soul, thinking thab the ram had 
broken loose began to bit ont right and loft with 
his olenohed Gsts, with the result that his 
mother-in-law received a smart blow on the noso, 
and was compelled to beat a hasty and somowhtit, 
nndigniQed retreat, in ordor to repair damages 
IJor was this all The orowning feat was still 
to oome later on. 

When he had rotired *'or the night, the 
son-in law confided to his wifø the causo of all 
his tronhles, and begged hor to arrango some 
method whereby hø might God the way ont of, 
and into, the bed-room withont gnidanco dnring 
the night, shonld he have occasion to go ont 
The wifo fetched a ropo of straw, and fastoning , 
ono end of it to a pillar m tho yard, tied the 
othor end to a leg of tho cot Tho blind hnsband 
found the ropø nsofnl when he wonb ont, bnt on 
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his retnrn jonrney, the rope, which had høen, 
meanwhile, eafcen away by the ram, was no 
longpr available as a gnide He was, liherefore^ 
thrown npon his own døvices, and nnforfcnnately 
oame across his mother-in-law, whose bed-room 
he reaohed instead of his own The lady raised 
an alarm,' wherenpon hghts were fetohed, and the 
hero was discovered in a singnlar plight Hi& 
ready wit, however, did not desert him, and the 
son-in-law scored again, for on being asked for 
an explanation of his behavionr, he at onoe 
replied that he had oome to prostrate himself at 
his mother-in-law's feet, and to beg her pardon 
for his rade condnot at snpper time. 


V 

HE WEEPS OVER HANDWRITING 


A son-in-law, whose pnrsnit of stndy had been 
snddenly arrested at so early a stage that 
hø knew only one or two letters of the alphabet 
as they were written big on black-board and 
slate, ohanoed to he on a visit to his wife’s 
honse—when both the head of the family and 
his eldest son were absent on hnsiness in a 
distant part of the oonntry. For several days, 
no letters had arrived from the absentees, and 
the, family was in a state of great anxiety in 
regard to their health and welfare—the more so 
ae an epidemio, of a virulent type was reported 
to he raging in that part of the oonntry whither 
their hnsiness had called them 

One morning, after a long interval of silence, 
the postman’s weloome voioe was heard at the 
door, and the letter received was pnt into the 
hånds of the son-in-law, who alone was likely to 
he able to read and oxplain the oontents. 

6 
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No Booner did the son-in^law open tho letter, 
and bestow a glance at the bandwriting inRido, 
than be bnrat forth crving, and, at sigbt of 

this, the rest of the family, concluding that tho 
letter conveyed tidings of some evil that had 

happened to the absentees, followed snit—and 
the wholo honso was soon in an npfoar Tho 
noighbonrs v/ere attracted by this general lamcn- 
tation, nntil at last one of thom, to niake snro 
■vrhat tho commotion was ahont, snatohed tho 

letter ont of the son-in-law’s hånd, and on 
reading it, fonnd to his snrpiise, that it convejod 
news of the welfare of the absentees, of tho 

snccessfol termination of their hnsiness, and tho 
probahilitj of their early retnrn Thore was 
absolutoly notbing in it to warrant any grief 
The matter was explained to the womon-folk of tho 
honso, who referred to tho still weoping son-in law 
as tho oanse of their grief, whilo tho latter to 
whom no amonnt of persnasion conld biing any 
comfort, pointed to the initial Å " of tho missivo 
Hg hømoaned its crnol fate, and e\olairaod, hotwoen 
his sohs “ Has it come to this, ray old friond ? 
How they mast have starved and stinted jon to 
mako jon tnrn so small as almost to bo* invisib’o 
■Whon I first made yonr acqnaintanco at school, 
yon wero as hig ns tho whole slato npon whioh I 
wrotejon To think that they shonld have so ill- 
troatod jon that yon have grown smaller than a 
•fly!” It thns tnrnod ont that tho son-in-Iaw conld 
not ovon spell words, bnt onlv had a dim concop- 
tion of tho size of letters in largo hånd copy whilo 
his intellcct was fonnd to be equally poor, as it 
lod him to fanej that tho attennated nature of tho 
letter in the missive was dno to its having beon 
doprivod of noedfnl nonrishmont And one and all 
blossed the son-in law tbat things wero no worso. 
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VI 

THE COS'VEnSATIONAL SCHEME THAT PAILED 

pk 6on-in-/aw had gro^n sÉone-deaf bidcø hie 
Inst ivieifc lo his wifo’s pnrenfcs He wishod 
to pav a msiL to his bed-nddon fnther-in-Jaw, 
and, nt tho samo timo, to concoal bis own 
infirmity He accordinglj' hit npon a novel 
plan, and drorr up a progranimo of his proposed 
dmlogue with thc patient, consisting of set 
questionF. tbo probablo replies to which 
could be gtiocoed with tolerable cerfcainty " I 
shall begin," caid tho son-in-law to himself, " by 
asking Ihe old gentleman how he feels Be yill, 
of course, eay that bo is feehng a little bcttor, 
npon which I shall observo tbat I am delighted 
to hear it I will then ask him what meducine 
he IB taking, and on getting tho oid man’s reply, 
cay that it is tho bost tbing for bim I shall 
finally enqnire who his modical attondant is, and 
on the oid man’s naming somo one, I will say 
bo conld not have made a hottor choioe ” 

« Having thus menlally arranged this imaginary 
conversation, he arri\cd ab his destination, and 
at oncG began his cnquiries Bob he did not 
tako into account tbat whilo man proposes one 
way. God disposes of things another way, and 
that ib IS the une\pected which always happens. 
To tho first quostion, as to how hø was feehng, 
tho old man, who was decidedly growing more 
and moro poevisb, answercd that he was as good 
as dead Tho son-in-law did not, of course, catch 
the words, but presoming that tho old gentleman 
was reporting an impiovomont, at once observed 
that be was delighted to hear it, a remark the 
apparent hearblessness o£ which irrxtated the 
patient beyond ondnrance. He then enquired 
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abont the medicme prescnbed, to whicb the irate 
patient replied that he vrås taking “ brick-bats,” 
and the son-in-law at once set abont praisinp 
the excellent properties of so rare a medicine 
than which, said he, nothing vrås more snitable 
to the case By this time, the patience of the 
ailing man had been vrell-nigh exhansted, bnt he 
had yet one more ordea! to nndergo "Who is 
yonr medical attendant’" qnoth the son-in-law 
and the ansvrer was that it was Yama himself 
the God of Death, to vrhose care he had 
committed himself The son-in-law expressed his 
raptnrons delight at so vrise a choice, and added 
that, in the circnmstances, he conld hardly 
entertain any donbt as to the welcome resnlt 
that vrås snre to follovr This was too much 
for the patient who naturally flew into snch a 
frenzy of rage that he even got np, and kicked 
his tormenting risitor downstairs Thns it 
happened that a programme so masterly in its 
conception proved an ntter fatlnre in execntion 


VII 

.4 ns IT IX BOTIROWED CLOTEES 


fy son-in-law, on his initial visit to his wife’s 
familv for the Pongal feast after his 
marriace, chose for bis companion dnring his 
visit a person of n ratber dense nnderstanding 
It BO happened that, owing to the poverty of 
his own wardrobe, the son-in-law had to hire a 
smart turban for the occasion from the village 
wasborman To prevent, however, the secret of 
its leaking out through the stupiditj of hic 
fnc-’d. Le dccmcd it prudent to admonish and 
cauticn his companion that he was on no account 
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iio divnlge to their relatives the faet that tbe 
rgrand turban the son-in-Iaw v/as wearing had 
been hired for the occasion This lesson was so 
well* hammered into his head that he conld 
hardly say anything else by way of reply to 
questions with which the relatives greeted the 
party abont the welfare and prosperity of the 
family of theii son-in-law. This strange allusion, 
throughout the companion’s talk, to the son-in-law’s 
turban, and his ceaseless asseveration, in season 
and out of season, that he conld personally vouoh 
for the faet that the turban was his own 
^hsolnte property, oreated a suspicion in the 
minds of tbe hosts who, after watohing their 
guests closely, soon arrived at defiinite oonolusions. 
‘The son-m-law returned home utterly discomfited. 


VIII 

“ VNDOUBTEDLY ” 


Ok oertain wandering Gipsy owned a pet parrot 
whom he had, taught to repeat the word 
" undoubtedly ” in answer to anything said within 
ifs hearing By way of obtaiiiing for his pet 
hird oredit for a marvellous power of divination, 
he used to carry <the hird on his arm to some 
selected spot ^where he had previonsly taken 
care to bury some money in secret, and there, 
amidst a crowd of Ipectators, pot it the questions 
“ Sball I find money here?” The parrot would, 
of course, articulate “ nndoubtedly ”—tbe sole word 
he had been taught, and the wily Gipsy would 
then delve for the bnried money, and exhibit it, 
with an air of triumph, to the spectators standing 
open-mouthed with astonishment This made many 
of thom green with envy, at the thonght of the 
nntold millions within reaoh of his owner 
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One of these, -vThose simphcity mede him en 
easy dope to thts transparent dodge, began to 
cast loncing eyes on the bird, and hoping to 
ennch himself by tbe acqnisition of this veritable 
treasnre of a parrot, he became its prond 
possessor having paid down a price that vonld 
ha'-o been e. king’s r'^nsom No sooner did the 
foo! arrive home with the frnit of bis foII\, 
tban he at once pnt the parrot to the test, •’od 
began to ply the hird vith qnestions as he hed 
seen its former owner do The nsnal answer 
being retnrned, he dng np eacb spot in sncces'ion, 
bnt fonnd no treasnre anyvrhere It was, at last, 
borne in npon his mind that he had been made 
a dnpe of by the avandering Gipsy, and ho cned 
ont in the bittemess of his disappointment, " TlThat 
a born idiot am I to be gnlled by snch a transparent 
trick“ Undonbtedly ” came the parrot’s apt 
reply, the sole instance in vhich its words proved 
trne, and the pnrehaser, it is snperflnons to say, 
became a sadder bnt a vriser man 

IX 

SUMnOXiyO THE JfAOlCIAX 


HE ovmer of a hoase vho vrås abont to 
retire to rest for the night, fonnd a thief 
concealed in the strnctnre of the ‘roof 

On the pretence of assnring himself if all 
his chestc had been locked np. the ovrner sot abont 
fnmbhcg -^meng his boves one after the othor, when 
he, all on a sadden vritbdrcir his hånd vrith a 
sb"rp shriel screaming oat that ho had boon 
Ftncg bj .a Ecorpion He therenpon eet np " lond 
ho~l rs if in ngoniz.nn pain, and this bronght 
to the spot a ncighbcur vho vas notod for his 
croctivc spells pgainst the scorpion bito The 
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latter tben began bis incantations, keeping time, 
all tbe wbile, witb a bnnob of margosa twigs, 
wbicb be brandisbed, time and again, over tbe 
affecffced spot. Afber an interval, be qnestioned 
tbe Bufferer if tbe pam had been allayed, to 
which tbe bonse-owner rephed that tbe scorpion’s 
venom, -which bad shot np his arm, had mdeed 
come down, “ but not eo,” added be, tbe v^orthy 
stranger who is perched unoomfoibably high among 
tbe rafters The neigbbour looked up, disoovered 
tbe thief, and helped to have him secured, 

X 

FEIQNINO MADNESS 

pk thief lay in hiding, one night, in a bean-shed 
of a tradesman’s honse The latter, how- 
ever, scented him out, as be wenb into tbe yard 
to wash. his bands and mouth, af ter supper, but 
fearing to raise an alarm withont assistance near 
at band, be bade his wife fetoh a potful of water. 
When his wife fetched -vybat be wanted, be began 
to riose bis mouth slowly, spibting out tbe gargle, 
on each occasion, m a well-directed squirt at tbe 
thief that lay there in hiding. Ågain, be bade bis 
wife fetch another potful, which be dealt with in 
tbe same way, , A third and a fourth potful were 
tbus disposed *of, wben tbe wife, surprised at this 
strange proceeding, »queBtioned bim about it The 
husband, in reply, treated her to a similar moutbfnl, 
when tbe woman, conclnding that her sponse had 
become demented, ran and fetched a large number 
of their neighbours to come and help quiet him 

The neighbonrs qnestione'd him upon his in- 
explicable conduct, when tbe supposed lunatic thus 
addressed them —“ Listen, friende and neighbours t 
It IS like this I marned this woman, when 
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J3S 

she vrås five years old, loaded her vrith costly 
ornaments and bronght her np in the lap of 
Insnry, gratifying all her desires vithont stmC 
or measnre, and yet becanse, forsooth, I spat‘one 
monthfal of vrater at her, she conld not brook it, 
bnt mnst needs set it down to my having gone 
mad, and snmraon von to come and bind me 
On the other hånd, do bnt cast a glance at that 
patient gentleman bebind the bean-shed (indicating 
the concealed thief) vrho, thongh he owes me not 
a single beneQt, has yet contained his patience 
under circnmstanc'fes which rendered his sitnation 
intolerable, having received the contents of fonr 
large pots of water, which I had gargled on bim 
Ask him, friends, if at all yon donbt my words" 
The neighbonrs looked in the direction indicated, 
when they saw the tbief dripping all over, and in 
direfnl plight They at once saw through the 
cunning device of feigned madness vrhicb, they 
perceived, was a mere ruse to snmmon their 
assistance in order to apprebend the tbief, and 
they accordingly captnred the tbief 


XI 

A SUDDEX OVTIiUnST OF FPIE^D'^^HIP 

alNE Gvening, as a petty shop keeper, nbout to 
^ lock up, was engaged in^ connting a pile of 
coppers he had gained dnnng the day, a fricnd 
droppcd in for a talk "While the shop keeper 
v-as telling the coins, a sharp gust of wind blev 
out the ligbt, vrben he bccame sospiciou«, and, 
fcaring that his fricnd might annev a handful of 
tbo money, under cover of darkncss, at once 
grasped his friend with both his bands and 
onlarging on th“ intimato friendship that had 
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snbsisted befcween the two, ever since tbeir ohild- 
bood, begged his fnend to take an oabh bhat their 
intimacy sbonld continne nnbroken to the last 
mofhent of their hves. "A light wonld soon hø 
forthcoming ” said he, as he shonted out to his 
•wife to fetch one, and tightened his grip over his 
friend’s arms nt the same time, “ and I want yon 
to swear to oar friendsbip in its sacred presence.” 
So saying, he held his friend’s arms fast, and did 
not relas his bold until the light arrived, and 
the friend took the oath required, by raising and 
■bringing down his own right band on the right 
palm of his friend. 


xri 

WINKING FOR DEAR LIFE 


'ftNE afternoon, an idle youth of the money-Iending 
^ fraternity, who was rather vain of his personal 
graces and greatly fanoied himself when the fair 
ses was near him, was sanntering along the street 
which fronted the royal palaee, when he espied 
the Qaeon, gazing steadily through a window which 
commanded the thoroughfare The idle yonth who, 
as already observed, was a vain fellow, imagined 
tbat the Queen was looking at bim, and ventnred to 
give her a wink in acknowledgement of what he 
fondly fanciod, wa^ an amorons glance direoted 
at him. 

The Queen remarking this, felt indignant at 
the insult, and told the Sovereign of it during the 
night, adding tbat she could single out the fellow 
who had insulted her, if all the money-lenders of 
the city were summoned to appear at the palaee 
on the morrow, Accordingly, the King caused a 
'proclamation to be made throughout the oapital. 
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and sammoned all adnlfc male members of this 
profession to mnster at the palaee gates bj 8 r M 
on pain of severe penalties On heanng this, the 
fraternity concerned held a secret conolave, *and 
enqnired if anj member of theii profession bad 
oontnved to give offence to Eojalty, when it leabod 
ont, to their snrpnse and consternation, that the 
vain yoath bad cast a glance on the Queen on the 
previons evening The assembly then pondorod 
deeplj over the matter, and came to the conclusion 
that his only eafetj lay in winLing, vigoroiislj 
and incessantly, ^vlth both eyes, iintil thej had 
showm themselves to the King, and retnrned home 
in eafety 

"When they appeared at the palnce, the Qneon 
instantlv spotted ont and indicated the cnlprit The 
King sent for and questioned him 8ternl^, npon 
his rude behavionr of the previons evening, bat all 
the reply he got was a senes of intorniinablo winKs, 
accompanied by a most gnileless look The King 
then tnrned to the assembled crowd for an 
esplanation of this strange phenomenon, and was 
respectfnlly informed tbat the lad' was liablo to 
occasional tits of vrinking, and that vrhcn once the 
fit came on, it lasted for three daj s at least This 
suCQced to hoodwink the King, and thiis did the 
foolibh 5 onth escape from iraminent penl of his life^ 

xiir 

Tnn BuncLAi! DIsco^ j:nED by nu, 

OB n PBBCAL Tioy 


burglar learning that the police woro in hot 
pnrsuit of hmi, and thinking of " anj port in 
a storm,” bid himself inside a green store in lus 
own house, afler giving strict injnnction to his 
son—a jonng fellovr of some balf-a-doren summers 
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—that if anv one vrere to qaestion him ahout his 
whereahouts, he vrås not to reveal his place of 
concealment, The lad ngreed, and no sooner had 
th(? father disappeared tban tbe police pat in their 
appearanco, and enqnired for ” Papa ” “Papa,” said 
the yonng hopefnl, “ is not biding in the gram 
store Ton may be ceitam of it," The strangeness 
of the answer cansod the policemen to explore 
the store where they fonnd their qaarry huddled 
together m a heap at the bottom 


XIV 

TIDI.\OS OF THE BATTLE 


l^HEN it was reported to a certain king that 
bis enemy’s army was marching on his 
Capital, he sent his own commander-in-ohief to 
ineet and disperse the foe ere he approaehed the 
precincts of tbe city, 

An itinerant vendor of snndry stores followed 
the king’s troops hoping to make a considerable 
profit by vending provisions to the king’s soldiers, 
hnt finding that the latter had been disastionsly, 
routed by the enemy, and that the remnant of 
the king’s army had tarued tail and fled back 
in confoBioD,, he began to retrace his steps 

citywards, as fast as his legs conld carry 

him. The king, who was watching from the 
balcony of his palaee, to see if any one 
arrived from the scene of the battie that 

conld give him tidings of tbe enconnter, 
espied the itinerant vendor rnnning home m hot 
haste He snmmoned him and asked him how 
the battie went “ Oors, Sire' is the victory ’’ 
said the other, whose native wit induced him to- 
disgnise tbe unwelcome tidings of the defeat. 
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Pressed to state fche gronnds of his information, 
his rpply vrås eminently charactenstic, for his 
cnnning answer was " thongh the enemy is 
pntting forth every effort to overtake onr soldiers, 
the latter are ontrnnning and distancing them 
The race, therefore, is onrs for certain ” The 
king conld scarcely help admiring the man’s 
ready tvit, deeply vesed thongh he was at the 
defeat of his troops 


XV 

PATJyG A FRIEXD IX HIS OO'-V COIX 


n BåZAAR man of siender means vrho was 
engaged in a petty trade, and was disirons 
of adding to his small Capital, obtained a loan 
of 1,000 pagodas from ten sowcars, bnt after a 
time, Ib occnrred to him that it ivonld prove 
a shorter road to nches if he conld hoodwink 
his creditors 

He accordingly secreted all his propertv, and 
started a rnmonr that he had been robbed of 
his all at a drcoity in his honse, and had been 
rednced to absolnte pennry 

One of his creditors, the hårdest, the shrewd- 
est, and the most nuscrnpalons of the lot, vrho 
did not fnlly beheve the story of the dacoity, bnt 
snspected that tbere vrere ctiH some fevr pickings 
to be got ofr the tradesman’s bonos, called on him 
in a fnendl} v'a\, and offered to pat him np to 
a dodge by folloving vrbich he could pfrectnnllj 
got rid of all bis creditors, providod he bimself 
vas paid his does Tno dobtor ennerlj closed 
with this offer, upon vhich the crcditor instroctod 
him to lauqh a maniacal langh, and cr> ont 
" Ray' Bn.y' ” to all his other crcditor^, bj vay 
of reply to anjthing they micht asI- 
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This advice waa implioitly followed, and the 
debtior even -went to the extent of treating the 
adviser himself ■ (when he came to claim the 
reward of his services) in the same manner, for 
he greeted him with an idiotio stare and a borst 
of frenzied langbter, followed by the nnintelligible 
cry of “ Bay i Bay!” The friend oontained his 
patienoe, as best as he oonid, for a few minntes, 
and then, pnlling a long face, said " Bay-Bay 
has done well in the oase of the others, but it 
was I that gave yon the hint!” “ Hint or no 
hint,” stammered ont the debtor, “it is Bay-Bay 
all round. Bay-Bay to yon, and Bay-Bay to all!” 


XVI 

AN E0NE8T THIEF, A KINO AND HIS MINISTER 


HAilDENED thief, who was addioted to 
every’ conceivable vice, songbt absolution 
from his priest. The latter asked , him to give 
up bis bad ways, but the thief would not The 
priest thereupon proposed to the thief that he 
should at least give up the sin of lying, to 
whioh the thief agreed 

That very night, the thief set out on his 
business to st^al into the royal palaoe and take 
whatever he oonid,lay hånds on in the shape of 
valuables, The king, who was loitering about 
the premises in disguise, enoonntered the thief, 
and questioned him whither ^ he was hound, to 
which the thief, having vowed to speak the 
truth, replied that he proposed to rob the king 
that night The king asked if he also might 
accompany and help him, and the thief agreed. 
Årrived at the palace, the thief posted the king 
outside as a sentinel to watch, while he went 
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in He foand three valnable rabies lying loose 
on the king’s table. bat as three vronld be an 
odd nnmber to divide among two, he left pno 
alone and bronght away two, of wbich he 
offered the bing one, and took the other for 
bis share The king examined his table after bo 
entcred the palace, bnt fonnd that the thief bad 
left one of the rnbies on the table Next 
morning, the king snmmoned his minister and 
telling him that tbieves appeared to have entered 
the palace overnight, asked him to see what was 
missing The minister,, who fonnd the single 
rnby, pocketed it and reported that the rnbies 
left on the rojal table had all heen made awaj 
■vrith by the thieves The king conclnded at 
once that the thief was a more honest man tban 
his own minister, and dismissing the latter, 
rewarded the thief for his trathfolness 

XVII , 

THE BRAHJtlACEAniX THAT UPS ET A EOiT 


A DEEP river, which ran across a public. 

highway, nsed to be crossed in a ferrj 
boat "When the bont was quite fall, on one of 
its trips, and was abont to start for the opposite 
bank, it was boarded by a woman ^vith a bandle 
of brooms for sale, a snaka charmer with n 
poisonoas serpent in a box, and a monkey dancer 
with his monkej They were soon followed hy 
a Brahmacharin who begged hard to be takcn 
in He, also, was admitted bj the greedy 
ferrj-man, in spite of the nnanimoas protests of 
the other passengers, who knew that a 
Brahmacharin had decided leanings towards 
miscbief To prevent his pleying any pranks, the 
boatman secnred the Brabmin j’oath whose bands 
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finding nothing amiss, went np to the donkev, 
and gave him a good beating for having nnneces- 
sanly distnrbed his rest, after which he again 
retired to sleep The thieves retnrned and rohoed 
the washerraan of all there was in the honse 
The dog. ^vho had remained a silent spectator of 
all this, then tnrned to the donkey and exclaimed, 
“ See how onr master rewards fidelity to his 
interests, and behold also the mischief of people 
meddling in bnsiness which concerneth them not 
Had yon minded yonr own affairs, yon had' 
escaped a sore skin to night' ” 


NEW INDIAN TALES 

BT 

MR c HAYAVADANA RAU. BA. bl 


[To an Enghshman ecjoumtn'i or staying in India, a 
J-noicJtdgc of is peoplcs is highhj neu*rary Kollxnq fhJtly 
lo giie him a truer insight into the character of the people 
of this country than the taJr'i that arc eiirrent ainong them 
The present i<t only a random scicetion A arrat nianu of 
thc’C arc diitmc'hj amusing, tchilc fome at Ua^t of them 
avpear to have thcir foundalions on faet For obnoui reasons, 
no a'lcmpt i s made in theee pages to probc the hiitoncal 
origins of the la’lrr Judginq the etonci from the •tandpoint 
of the listener, one •houJd thinL that some of them arc gust 
Iho’' titat trould male even th' most moro’' enjoq a hearty 
lauqh It 11 a common beltrf thal Indians are a phrhiophical 
rare tri'h Uttle of ti at hi^amty that is so marlcd a fea ure 
of'le proples of tie irr.«' TI es-taU’ hour-rer, g,ve ti- he 
rhre-t tn ti at eft Tcpea'rd opinion WI atrver th'ir pi\ln’op^ j, 
they are o ra-- thai can mate and enjoj a gote) 
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I 

THE TALE OF TWO CUPS 


A POOR man, with a namber of children, was 
daily entreated by his wife to try his Inok 
in Bome other conntry. He at last yielded to her 
importnnities and resolved npon a long tour. 
Overjoyed at his determination, his wife, as 
became a thoughtfnl woman, prepaied for him 
an excellent dish of onrd-and-rice and, handing 
it to him, asked him to partake of it on the 
bank of a river and sleep, when necessary, 

under the cool shade of a hig tree. With his 
dish in his band, the poor man trudged on 
some miles during tho hottest part of the 
day. At last, he arrived near a river, 

seeing wbich his ivife’s counsel came to his 
mind He looked round for a tree and baving 

espied a grove not far away, he moved with 

difficulty to it He suspended his dish from one 
of the branches of a tree and lay down to take 
some rest Unaccustomed to snoh travel, he soon 
feli* asleep and .knew not what took place there- 
attar. It was evoning, and Parvati and Paramesvar, 
the twin-deities fond of travel, happened just 
then to pasB that way. The soft breeze carried 
the sweet smell of the dish to them, and Parvati, 
eager to know*what it was, suggested they might 
descend to the eaith below and see wherefrom 
came the pleasing smell. Paramesvar assented and 
both came down from their Vimanat and saw the 
poor traveller sound asleep, while his food was 
wafted gently by the breeze. Parvati suggested 
that they might partake of the dish, the more so 
as they were very much exhausted Paramesvar 

* A favounto dish with Hiadus of all olasses. 
fHoavonly aoro-plane 
7 
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agreeing, they emptjød ifca contents and made a 
bearty repast They then replaced tho bronze onp 
of the traveller witb a golden onp of magical 
powers, and resnmed their aerial flight 'The 
traveller was awakened soon affcer, and, being 
hnngry, thonght of the food hanging from the tree 
He washed himself in the river and taking the 
dish to ita banks, he spread a plantain leaf and 
took the diah to his leaf Untying it, ho fonnd 
7iot his own bronze onp bat the golden one left 
by the deities " Lo! what has happened ? 
Whose work is this ? Is this, after all, a dream ?” 
So exclaiming, he took the onp, and looking at it 
eagerly on all sides, he placed ib npside down on 
his own leaf when he fonnd his platter fnll of the 
cboicest cakes “ This is a gift of the gods,” 
mnttered he to himself, and soon fiuishing his 
meal, he ran homewards with the golden cnp 
Ho narrated the story of the exchango to his 
wife, who felt overjoyed at the prospect now 
open to them To mark their thankfnlness to tho 
henignant deities, they stood a dinner to all tho 
people m their village, who wore not a littlo 
astonished at the magical onp and its proportios 
of satisfying all the wishes of their possessora, 

Envions of their prosperity, tho wife of tho 
adjoining honse-owner worried hor hnsband to go 
ont on a travel and bring a similar onp She also 
gave him a cnp of onrd-and-rice, atid he lay down 
nnder the shade of a treø as his noighbonr had 
done, after he had gone a good distance A 
Brahmn-Rakshasa'* and his wife chancod to pass 
that way, and attracted by the smell, they 
descended to tho earth and partaking of tbo 
contents of the cnp, they replaced tho bronze cnp 
with a leaden onp After a whilo, the travollor 
woke np and noticing tho chnngo in tho cnp, ho 
• A Hindu liobgoblin 
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-at once went back to his wife Highly pleased, 
she invited all the villagers to a feast The 
•platters being spread, the cap was placed npside 
down on the first of them Immediately after 
tbat, two hobgoblins rose np and cnt off the 
nose of the man who sat at the head of the 
platter and went on lepeating their crnel work, 
nntil all ended in confnsion and the people 
fled to their homes 

Euhij bnngs pinnshmcnt in its ti am. 


’JI 

THE TALE OF TWO IDIOTS 


W HEN a hig dram was beaten, two idiots 
thonght that there was a man inside the 
dram who made the noise it prodaced When 

the'drammer went oat to collect some dry sticks 
tå kindle a fire over which he might heat his 
dram, the two idiots approached and closely 
esamined it One of them tore one end of ib 
and pat his hånd in, while the other did the 
same at the ’other end Each, toaching the 
obher’s hånd inside,*thonght he had caught the 
man making the noise As they stood qnarrelling 
there, the drammer came and, seeing what they 
had done with his dram, severely thrashed both 
of them and tarned them oat 
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III 

THE TEIEF CAUGHT EED-HAKDED 


BL MAN had trained a pnrrofc ■with great care 
and had tanght ifc how to speak Whenevor 
he called ont " Ram» Ram ' Avhere are yon ? ’’ 
ifc vronld reply “ Here I am ” One day, another 
man entered his honse with a nnmher of ofcher 
people, and at a convenient opportnnity opened 
the cage and transferfed the parrot from it into 
his own Pocket At that moment, the owner 
came np to exhihit his hird and cned ont, " Ram ' 
Ram' where are yon ? ” " Here am I, here am I,” 
cned ont the hird from the pocket of the man, 
to vrhom its owner wanted to eshibit the hird 
The man was fonnd ont and made over to the 
Kotwal for pnnishment according to law 
A tlncj lays hts ouji snaic 


lY 

TUE KING AND THE OLD MAN 


/»N old man was once hnsy pIoughioR his field, 
when the kiag of the conntrj, who was an 
idler, happened to ride that wai*" Attracted bj 
the bent-down fignre of thh old man, ho drow 
np his rems and called out to him He qnickly 
ran to the king and, prostrating himself boforc 
him, beggod to know what his So\ereign Lord 
demanded of him Corions to kiiow his age, the 
king asked him if he had known his fathcr, the 
lato king " "Tes," said ho, "I had known him 
* AmoDCit Hindus, it is customarj to a\oid o diroct 
qucstioa 03 to age 
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-and his father, my Lord’s grandfather and . . 
““You are then over seventy-five years of age,” 
interynpfced the ting. “May be,” qnietly replied 
the old man, “ but my Lord will permit me to 
say that I am hat seven years now ” “ Ah ! Ah 1 

what 18 it you say? seven years, only seven 
years ej aonlated the king in surprise. “So it 
16, my Lord,” replied the old man, “connting 
only the namber of years I have hved for the 
^ood of others Of what benefit is it to others 
to live a Ilfe of slothfulness and ease ? ” The 
•king was deeply tonched by the wise words of 
the old man, and, thanking him, rode off. From 
that day onwards, the king was a different man 
-altogether. 


THE RÅYA AHD APPAJI 

BY 

MR T M. SUNDARAM AIYAR 


Jn 1509 Knshna Deva Raya succeeded to the, rich dominions 
,of his father who had added to his Vijayanagar Provinces 
éie distncts of Madura, Tanjore, Trichy and Tinnevelly The 
relations between the Raya and his Minister Appaji toere 
Jar more intimate than those of Ruler and Minister Appaji 
was looked upon \y Knshna Deva as his confidential fnend 
and boon companion Many stories are extant of the difficul- 
tiea and penlous sitnatidns in which the Raya found himself 
and from which he was invanably extricated by the wit of his 
trusty fnend and adviser This coUection contains some of 
these instruclive and amusing stories 
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I 

HOW APPAJI BECAME THE PRIME MINISTER 


rHE Eaya had occasion to send for the rnlers- 
”*• of all the tribatary States onder his swa^ 
for consnltation on some political problems On 
the appointed day all of them presented them¬ 
selves except one who sent his minister Åppaji 
as his representative As each vassal paid his 
homnge to the migbty potentate, the Eaya made 
kind enqmries regarding the conntry of each of 
them When Åppaji’s torn came, he was presented, 
and the Eaya asked him his name He snbmitted 
that he "svas called Åppap and that he came to 
represent his master The Eaya, tbongh ofTcnded 
at the absence of his vassal. pnt on a -calm 
face over it and directed Appaji to send for bis 
master Ånd in obedienco to the mandato Appaji 
reqnested his master to come and remain at n 
village some fonr miles from the capital Mean- 
Tvhile the Ea^a in one of his rides happcned in 
passing bj- a bntcher’s shop to see a bntcher 
flaying a sheep, and qnickly tnrning to Appaji 
he reminded him of his order to send for his 
master Appaji wrote to his master and reqnired 
him to go back at once to his capital, ■which hc 
did Some days after, whilo''the Eaya vrås in a 
gay mood, he asked Appaji if b»s master had 
been sent for and Appaji gave him a negative 
reply. The Eaya demanded the reason for his 
negligence, and Åppaji eaid he wonld give it 
ont if the Eaya wonld promise that no 
harm wonld he done to his master The 
Eaya granted his reqncst and Appaji cxplained 
that his master had really come, bnt beforo 
he conld paj homnge to his mnjesty he had 
to he warned to go, becanse the Eaya was mightily 
displeascd with him On bcing qncstioned how 
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Åppajl had made onfc that, he related the incident 
of the scene in the hntchor’s shop and stated 
that, he conclndcd therefrom that the Raya had 
a groat mind lo deal iMth his master as the 
butchor did with the sheep and so he tned to 
save his master On heanng this, the Raya was 
astonishcd at Appaji’s sagacity and fidelity and 
appointed him Prime Minister at his own Court. 

II 

^r.l.VD.lA’D or COMIORT AKD POSITION IN LIFE 


■ In n ccrtain nicht, it rained hoavily At day- 
^ break 'wben the ram ceased, the Raya and 
his Minister ^^ent fora morning stroll throngh the 
ficldfi outsido the toivn to inspect the floods, and 
adraire the boautj and grandcor of the pictnresque 
sconcrj aronnd While thej \\ere passing by a 
sheep-fold, tboj saw a ahopherd soundly sleeping 
on a bed of roagh stoncs, while his hair was 
dangling in the water tbat was flowing under him. 
Sceing this, the Raia oxclaimed " Is the man alive 
or ^ead ? ” Appa]i said that the man was not 
dcad, but enjoyed sweot sleep The Raya doubted 
if one could sleep so soundly on such a bed of 
stones in the cold wcather, with water washing 
hiB hair Appaji explained tbat it all depended upon 
a man’s position in Iife. Tho Raya, with a view 
to venfy tho statement, had tho shepherd removed 
to bis palace, and gradually raised him to a high 
position in tho State, hy which he was enabled 
to en]oy all kinds of princely comforts. One day 
the Raya caused the shepherd to walk along wet 
groond The same day he caught cold and began 
to ail from fover. Now that the Raya was fully 
convinced of the truth of the maxim enunoiated by 
Appa]i, he had tho shepherd cured by his durbar 
physician and commended Appa]i’a shi^ewdness. 
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crr {i-f{ vn-- no; TIjc nn\n. confidont 

nf filt* romi T’-\fhp nirril-- of tho rondidnloB, 
I-roioifrd J rr t^ntno moro npporlnnitiof! for tCRting 
tho po“rr' of llio Qt I en'* nonnnco. 


IV 

. f h U,} s* 


I nil fot'o nf Appou rpro'rl for nnd wido nnd 
'*■ r •i'-htd ovrn tho r-tri. of tlio groof Dolhi 
P.mth’i nro-ioft dotjront of toefinp Appnp’p 
Jorn irrjf'h' hil po^ or» of nhpor\ntion, nnd 
thrf-finori • iidom lio milonfod on tiio Rnja 
for I or o mn* .or nhhigr'' Tho T{n%n wnnnon- 
jjtfff'* nrd of>n<nllo(l Appnji. Appnjj cnmn to 
'ho nnjn'i ro'otio nnd rmd thnl llioj rnnld bo 
fn jud nnd hrn'rnol hoino doMPing plnnn on 
'ilt- ••"i*. IJo tillod n rounfr\ onrt vrith oarth 
nrd i'o*o-| ror jr of r ihbtirot; in il TliP Rpodn 
tord rnnt nnd tho nbbiKOR prr« in plontj A 
* bf forn tbo nppointod limo. bo ndviPod tbo 
7ln*fi tn rrnrl tbo rnrl lo tho RiiHan Tho Padnlia, 
tfn ror-ojpi of tbo mo mt' r tbbngop. wan miich 
ploif'd jJb App tjT« rbro * dno* R and Iionceforth 
bad n Ijipb rrrnrd for him. 

//oit .\mjj ri ^ari d iiin jiaya 

^Trin Snllnn of Dolbi bad ofton RCnt biR Roldiors 
npainrl (bo na>a lo dofont Inm, bat all his 
altomplfi liad provod nnfiiirooRRfal. Ho now 
dotorrninod to laho tbo Tlnya paptivo by Rtratagem, 
ni biR offortn to oonqnor bim in opon battlo 
?»ad boon inofTootiml. ro long an Appaji lonfc him 
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a helping band Hence he sent a thooBand' 
well-armed cavahers in the gnise of horse dealers 
with inatroobions to captnre the Raya’s person 
Årnving at the oapital, they announced theniBelves 
as merchants from Northern India, and that 
they came there to solioit the Eaja’s favoui and 
patronage The Basa promised to patronizo thom, 
and, one evening, went to their camp to inspcot 
the horses The leader of the group informod 
flis flighness that each horse was worth a 
thonsand mohnrs, and that, as all of them woro 
eqnally good and tiained alike, His flighness might 
choose any one of them and make a trial ride 
on it \rhile the othor horsemon wonld kecp pace 
\rith him The Raja, acquiescing, mountcd od 
a horse and spurred it to high speed , the othor 
riders followed the Raja When they roaohod 
the fourth milestono from the oity, tbo disguisod 
emissarios of the Sultan oaptnred the person of 
the Rajn and carried him off a prisonor to the Dolbi 
Padsha’s prosenoo Appaji soon came to know of the 
Raja’s fato, and, regietting the Ling’s indiscretion 
in reljing on the vrords of the bogus tradors, 
cast about in his mind for a device to rosene 
the Raja from the clutches of the Sultan At 
last, ho hit upon a plan 

Appaji went in disguiso to Dolbi and sent 
vvord to his compeers to fit out a lossol laden 
with valnablo preoious stonesnand start for tho 
nearest sea-port from tho Sultan’s capital Elis 

*llio incidnnts of tlni storj pw'm to lm\o n liiPtoncnl 
nlthouph wronglj nttributcd to tlio Rajn W o find 
IV Bimilnr storj now curront nmong Ihu South Itidinn 
popvdaco. which rolntcB liow Prntopa Rudrn, tho King of 
\\ nrnncal (Worngnllu in Tclugu), wna cnmrd off n. priionor 
to Dolhi in 1323 A D , nnd how" his mmiBtor, YnRnndhnr, 
cffi-vtod tho 1 ing's cscnpo b\ hniing rccourso fo n similnr 
stratnpcm (Vido Pandit Vcnkntarnja Snstn s l’ratapa 
Hudriya XataLatn m Ttlugu ) 
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friends fifcted onfc a ship laden with diamonds 
and emeraldB, and pieeenting themselveB before 
the» Saltan, made a display of theii wareB The 
Sultan was strnck with the beauty of the 
dazzimg diamonds and offered a high prioe for 
them. The merchants demanded a price which 
■was conBiderably more than what they were 
really worth, and Boggested that the Eaya who 
•was an expert in valning diamonds, might be 
consnlted The merchants invited the Padsha to 
pay a viBit to their ship, where, in the show¬ 
room, he conld conveniently examine the preoious 
stones and make his own eelection out of them. 
The next day, the Sultan paid a visit to their 
ship, taking with him the captive Eaya At a 
word from Appaji who had entered the ship, it 
hegan to move and eoon reacbed the coast 
Bkirting the Eaya’s dominions, and the Eaya 
took the Sultan and bis attendants to hiB palace 
where they remained as the Eaya’s state-gnests 
for some time The Sultan now discovered how 
he fell unwarily into the trap set for him by 
Appa]i, and could not but express bis admiration 
(mnch to his chagrin) of the shrewdneBS of the 
Éaya’s minister He assured the Eaya that he 
would no longer interfere with his affairs and' 
then took leave of the king and started for Delhi. 


VI 

. THE IDOLS DIFFERENTIATED 

^ThE Delhi Padsha,’' not satiBfied with testing 
•*” Appaji’s ability once, had reconrse to another 
device. He had three idols of identioal size and 

* The Padfilias of Delhi, refotxod to m these tales, 
seom to havo boen the weak Muhammadaa rulers of the 
Sayyid and Lodi dynasties, whom ICrishna Deva Raya 
formally acknowlodged as his nommal suzeram 
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shape made by a skilfal acnlptor and sent tbem 
to the Eaya, reqniring him to examine them and 
report VThich of them was good, which bad nnd 
•svhich indifferent The Eaya received the Bmperor’s 
message and had it read vrith dne deference 
hefore bis conncil, everyone m the conncil 
carefnlly scrntinized the idols, bnt all \rere qnite 
nlike in size, shape and beanty, and they conld 
not point ont any difference in them At last, 
Appaji -was called in and consnlted He reqnested 
the Eaya to allow him a day’s time The next 
dav, he submitted to the Eaya that he had 
differentiated the idols by distingnishing snhtle 
marks tbereon The Eaya, ivho was all admiration 
for Appaji’s sagacity, reqnested him to esplain his 
discovery He then told the king that on a 

minnte inspection of the idols, he fonnd that 

each of tbem had a small hole in one of their 
ears Conclnding that the hole shonld he the 
clne for distingnishing them, he inserted a thin 
hit of wire into the hole in each of them In 
one, the wire came ont by the month, in 

another, it came ont by the other ear, 
and in the third, it did not He accordinglj 
classiQed them as follows The last one reprct 
sentod a man who wonld keep to himself what 
he had heard from others and was therefore 
the hest, the idol which allowed the wire to 

pass through its other ear represeuted the man 
who wonld forget at once what he took from 
others, and therefore typiOed the indifferent natnro 
of the man, and the idol which gave the wire 
a free passage throngh the mouth was the worst 
as it represented the garrnlons man who mado 
ic his business to sow hroadcast all what he had 
heard from others After explaining the details 
of his scrntiny, Appaji asked the Eaya to retnm 
the idols with their natnres stamped on tbem 
The Eaya’s joy knew no hounds, and onder 
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Åppnji’s instruclionp, lic sonL thom at onco to 
the Padabn of Dolbi, Tbo Sultan, on rccoiviag; 
th^ idolp, vrns mucb PlrucL witb tbo minieter’B 
koen poders of ob8cr\ation and dcduction 

VII 

//Oir Tin MtMY r Mirn riii: soltax's 
1 I/IJ.Il ll.lV nOLTLD 

n stornn dn\, a rotiRh and ImiiRbtj Mussalman 
^ \vn8 phcIlcrmR himpolf from tbo ram on tbo 
Tornndab of a lioupo. wben tboro camo and sat 
bv bie udo a coneninpluo old man Tbo lattor 
frorjuontly couebed, and !lbe IMiiSEalman could 
not toloralo it Ile warned tbo old man to 
eenco from couRhinR, but tbo coiiRbinR continncd. 
GrovrmR \crj ^\rntb, tbo Mnsealman drew ouk 
bl« pviord and ebopped off tbo boad of 
tbo old man. Inccnpod at Ibip opon cold-bloodod 
murdor, the neiRhboura cauRbt bold of tbo 
liluFsalmnn and took bim to tbo Raja for condign 
punf=hmen( Tbo Raya apltod Inm wby bo bad 
cut ofT (he old man’s boad Tbo Mubammadan 
rcplicd undauntodlj *' Siro, tbo old man porsisted 
in* coiiRbinR m spito of my ropoatod warnioRS, and, 
/mablo to put up witb it, I quiclcly despatebod 
bim lo tbo olbor world." On boannR bis words, 
tbo Raya could not forboar a lauRh at tbo man’s 
irritable lempor and foolbardinoss, and consulted 
Appaji ap to* tbo pnnipbment to bo awardod. 
Appaji cbucitlod to* bimsolf and sURRosted that no 
hoavicr piinislimont need bo moted out to him 
than moro surveillanco and sumptuoiis feeding 
vritb a daily supplj' of two soors of meat, a eoor 
of Rboo and otbor luxiiries, and addod tbat his 
porviccB VIould bo m roquisition somo day The 
Raya, who bad completo confidonco in Appaji's 
vrifidom, directod tbat tbo instructions should be 
stnctlj followed Somotirao aftor, tbo Delhi 
Padsba proclaitned in hia durbar, one day,. 
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thafc fcbe ILa.ya, though a vaesal, was very slow 
jn obeying his orders and quite unpnnctnal m 
paying his tnhnte, and this, the Padsha thouchfc, 
was dno to Åppa]i, his adviser He therefore 
asked if any of his conrtiers would vanqnish the 
Raya hy any means, fair or fool One of them 
stood np and offered his services The Sultan 
sent him with a large and mighty army under 
his command The courtier enoamped in the 

vicinity of the Raya’s Capital, and sent an 
amhassador to the Raya’s Court to announce his 
arrival The Raya fonnd himself in grcafc 
perplexity and informed Åppaji that the Sultan’s 
minister had come ivith an overwholming army, 
and that this partioular Vizier was dangerously 
artful and cruel in his ways The Raya foared 
that his arrival hoded him no good and asked 
Åppaji to give him his hest advioo Appa]i at 
once sent for the rude Mnssalman who was boing 
fattencd at the Raya’s espense, and requested the 
king to send through him a homhle epistlo to 
appeaso the irate minister In it hc referred to 
his own insignificance as compared witli the 
Sultan, and submittod that he would readily pay 
the tributs whenever demanded The Muhammadan 
took the letter to the minister and handed it to 
him The minister read the letter, and hlaming 
himself for leading such a great army against a 
coward like the Raya, spat on the, floor to show 
his contempt for the Raya’p ab]ect submission 
The Mnssalman took it to bo an insult offorod 
to himself, and drew out the sword from the 
sheath, and in a flash, the Vizier was cut into two 
The soldiors, who were closo bj, dealt with the 
rude Muhammadan likewise "When the commandor 
was killcd, disorder arose in the armj’s ranks, 
and it fled in all dircctions The Raya camo to 
know of the fate of the Snltan’s army and was 
very mueh ploaed at Åppnji’s sagacity 
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Åppaji bnrst into a fit of langhter and stated 
the methods adopted by bim, whicb sbould bave^ 
caused a cbange m tbe opinion of the barber. 
He then convinced tbe Baya of tbe trnth ol the 
maxim tbat one jndges the vrorld by one’s ovm 
standard The Baya conld not bat admire the- 
jndicions instincts of bis minister, and, as desired 
by Appa]i, tbe barber vrås sent for, and his life’s 
savings were retnrned to him 


IX 

••CAPE KILLS A MAX” 


ftXE day, as the Baya was retnrning vritb Appaji 
” from his evening stroll, he obserred a well- 
bnilt yonnc man wbo was pnshing bacb an 
elephant that was jost retnming from the river 
after its batb The man stood in front of the 
animal and easily poshed it back by the tnsk. 
The Baya was mach snrprised to see him displav 
his great pbysical strength and asked Appaji if 
it was possible for any man to develop cncb 
powers Appaji readily rephed that snch sportive 
tendencies and extraordinary powers were dne 
to the man’s leading a life free from cares and 
anxieties Bat the Baya, in spite of his faitb 
in Appaji’s words, wanted him ,to prove his 
statement And Appaji assnred him tbat he 
wonld show the king that tte same yonng man 
wonld he nnable to pnsh back the elephant 
when he happened to mect it next time Appaji 
sent for the yonth’s mother, a widow, from 
’^hom he learnt that, as he was her only son, sbe 
had not given him any can=e for anxiety in the 
wav of earning a livelihood, and that she took 
= recial care to conc^al from him all her v-orri«= 
l^en Appaji hcard this, he told her tbat it 
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\Tn‘: nn* rnnnticn^ tn hl*« wplfnrn (o nllow hitn 
tn laln hl*« tin*' nn^ lond nn pn<;\ lifc 

np rp'onmr nnp-1 thnt ihn rhonhl RrnchmIIv nmKc 
h.*"! onih^rf-*. THii his ri'* pnnmJiilil ip< 3 Tn piun 

'h.' c.xd h*’ ihftt slu’ shnuld tcll 

lim •rh^'n liP CT’it* for his oioninp ninnl, tlmt 
th?' p t;'!’*' rnn shorl. and thaL, 

t;nV = >: hs j*rni ,r.'n fonm nr*', hn uonid pn withnnt 
fnrd frn*n u< *' d t\ Tli«* iiniorant nIon tlmnlvcr? 
* ; I ni fnr h " nUtr*’ n'icl . In n i-lip asKad hor 
»•on tn 1 ror ttf »ona ru o noxt dat, lip ^\al? (nKon 
and h-id to thin) out v.nM? and inoanfi for 
fror r'v j* That pvoninp, n« thp ^ntlth uns 

1 *1* * dl ino in thi* itrp't all thp vhilonBlinp 

oSt t ^nr n »nhit.nn nf thf ripo jirohlont, thp 

P.a^a rihxnfd him and rlntid in a rornrr to fiPO 
hri . hc • o'iH l»sha\p to'.nrdr. ihr rlophanl Ab 

ihpf’pjdmnt rrtnrnod )«Kt nflor mnppt, nnfl 
lhf‘ M^idh. im iicod to 1 port ^.Ith thp hipppRL of 
t)>» I > 1. ri ril’lud tfu-ard* il Tlip olpplrnnL nt 

firi ■ 'had al hun. hal it rnnn foll lun powprR 

•irr 1, !\nd at onro il v htrlod il'< tninlt nround 
hun. nnd pal liiin out of ita wnt TliP Payn wlio 
jrri;n\rd thi' ».nddon rhanpp m thp jonlh, nnKod 
Ajipaji ho . Il '.as poprihlp for tliP jounp rnnn 

tn h'u. p Ini-L i 11 Im. ftranplliina ninplp dnj " My 
Dnrd." f ud AppTJi. with a rniilp "it ib nll raro nnd 
nnsutv , n cara i.orn innn i-ov.n daspnir and ronpR 
infinnitur" Ibnn ralalod tha inaidant nB lio 

had man ipod it Tha Itnja f-ant for tho r.idow to 
corrohornla tha nlnlaroantR of Appnji, nnd ho cxLollcd 
hur. for hifi roadj \.iL nnd imnpmnlion. 
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X 

A QVESTION OF INTERPEETATION 


"^JIThILE the Eaya and Åppaji wero ont on a 
■ ■ hnnt one morning, they savr a man plonghmg 
his Celd and three maidens olosely watohing him 
One of them said that it was fit for tho face, 
another prononnced it fit for the month, and tho 
third deemed it fit for the ofCspring The Kaya 
was nnahle to make anything ont of the remarks 
of the women and asked Appaji what theso expres- 
sions meant Appaji tbongbt over the matter and 
said that the maidens vrere remarking abont the 
soil and that the first xvoman, ivhen sho pointod 
ont that it xvaa fit for the faoe, merely ■wantod to 
convoy tho idea that tho soil was snited for tho 
cnltivation ,of tormeric,' the second woman, who 
observed tliat it was fit for the month, wantod to 
snggest that the soil was botter snited for tho 
cnltivation of betel leavest, tbe last woman, who 
decided that tho soil was fit for offsprmg, had in 
mind the renring of vonng cocoannt treos ^Tho 
Raya at onco sent for tho three maidens and asked 
them what thev meant "When ho fonnd Appnfrs 
explnnation confirmed by them, ho praisod him for 
his shrewdness in nndorstanding things apparontly 
mcaningless_^_ 

• Tho turmonc is uscd by Hindr Indies ns n toilet for tho 

face 

t Tho botol lca\e3 nro considcrcd n dohenev bj tlio Hindus 
nnd tho Mnlnja and tho\ nro chewed nfter overj moni ivith 
nreen nut pnrings nnd chunnm 
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/’/M/'-** /V u:t Si: 

■ |XCn lhrr<' nm^' frftm (hr FOtithrrn cnuntrj’ 
” to iho I'nM'* Cfitirl tliror* cirl« proficicnL 

.nJ)/.-n'r;' 'r,7 nml Sai'ntn Slui'itia 

''’innr Tlii’\ nntlo nti jnipr('‘t%(' dinplav of 
thrjr »1:!1 1)'foro (lio Rnjn Ilo v.n*^ nnirh 

j'Inrr-I •Tj'h t'iojr prnrnorun nncl r'i'o lljom 
*-.i''iIi5o pr‘''f’nf'', »ntl th«' < ntiun in ("cprocFinfj 
tlirir thinl I onjn, ro-1 t)|j> Kinc thin -Q’lio firpL 
ttirl *'Hni*' Kinit tl>' lio irt r IiKo tlio root 
•\nd r'M*', IlniP'' Tlio xcond uirl " Flail to 

•lirf ’ ni) Kinr, if i*. tluirnx ond tniRBhiipcn " 
TIjo tlurd IItjI. Kinr ' it i«. rni'k* d ond rocio " 
T’io n'i*'A .jrdrrftool tho proKp tli^t lr;\ boncdth 
ihf'o opj'irrntiv «n< oinpljmonl'ir\ \.ordF, nnd 
fintiinf: in ‘horn u iit Mihjrtt for toRLinf* tho 
t.-j jciI\ of ibo ninn \.hn'0 miRo vor po ptronply 
O'jn’i'Ofl 1)) tho Qnoon. ho ptnninonod Inm to 
hi>< i)r^''nro, nnd fi>l<d hun v hn) piinihlimont ho 
' on!d r'oonunt'nd tn tho ’.oinin ”>hn, in npon 
•Cotyt, (iddr< 11 od tho Kinrt v.ilh flio vohIh nbovo 
roforrod In And (ho funn, \ ithnnt tiic lonet 
hf-itntion, rrpliod iJmt, for (lioir iinpndonco, thoy 
dfoor.fd lo ho drixon out of lh(> (ountry Tho 
Hrija dif-fnif'od (ho mnn and pont for Appnji nnd 
ncJ od Inm Iiid opinion of tho innttor Appnji 
rophod fmilinR "Oh mifjhly Hiilcr, tho women, 
phnnld, in Tn> opinion, ho nmply rowarded for 
tlmr Fn(;nfit% in ontimotinf; jonr clmrnctor bo 
forrootl) " Hnt tho HnMi, howovor, wantod 
Appnji (o ojplnin hov ho confitrnod tho womon'fl 
rornnrl'fi an prnino, ITo nnid " My liord, tho 
firpt v’omnn inoroly told j'on that eho apprcciated 
yonr dipporntion and fonnd it aB Bwcct aa tho 
root and Flom of tho BORar-cano, tho aecond 
cxprcfiFcd tho nanio idcn hettor and compnrod tho 
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sweetness of your character to the honey in the 
]ack-frnit, the hest of all frnits, thongh externally 
thoruy and misshapen and the third comrftred 
your natnre to the sweet sngar-candy ivhi^ is 
rocky and rngged in appearance In faet, M-hnt 
they said is really praise showered npon yon 
The Rava hecame overjoyed and tnrning aside 
to his Qneen, asked her what she tbonght of 
her protcoc’s capacitv as compared with that of 
Åppaji Ås IS generallv the case vrith woraen, she 
persisted that they should be pot to mere tests 


XII 

THE LEARXED FOOLS 


VhERE came to the Raya's dnrbar, fivc 
Brahmm scholars, who had devoted all thcir 
lifetime to some special snbjeots in which they 
had attained great proficiency The gronp 
consisted of a logician, a grammarmn, a innsician, 
an astrologer and a physician They displeyed 
their mastery in their respective snbjects, apd 
the Raja vrås mueh pleased with them But 
Åppa]i espressed that he had donhts if they vroro 
eqnallv conversant with worldly matters as thev 
were with their snbjects To teft them, Appaji 
snggested that they might bej asked to cook tboir 
meal and enjoy a hearty dinner before they were 
sent away with snitahle presents Accordinglj, 
they vrere shown a spacions kitchen vrhere they 
were to prepare their meal, and Appaji sent a 
servant to keep watch over their movemontfc 
The logi«.i'’n went to the hnzaar to pnrchisc 
ghoe. and on his way home, a donbt as to 
vrhether the ghee or the enp sopported the other 
crossed his mind In spite of all his endeavonre 
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in finding onfc the jjjos and co7is, he oonld not 
cotne to any conolnsion, and as he just entered 
hiB )odging8, the idea of deoiding the qnestion by 
-a direct experiment snggested itself to him, and 
he overturned the cnp with its oontents. As 
the ghee spilt on the floor, he conciuded that 
the cnp sopported the contents and went in 
thoronghly satisfied with the espenment The 
granimarian, who volnnteered to procnre cnrds, 
conld not tolerate the curd-woman’s unneoessary 
lengthening of the final vowel sonnd in the TanaiJ 
word Thayv-o against all the rnles of phonetics, 
and falling out with her, he retnrned to his 
quarters, a wiser, bat a saddei man. The mnsioian, 
who aesnmed the role of the oook, sqnatted 
before the oven, and as the rice in the pot 

began to boil, he commenced beating time to the 
Bonnd of the boiling rice. Bnt the boiling rice 
had its own way, and the mnsician soon lost his 
temper and broke the pot to pieces. The 
astrologer, who was asked to prepaie leaf dishes 
for holding the food served to each, just climbed 
a banyan tree, Ficus Indtca, when, to his 

misJortnne, he heard a hzard prodnce the sonnd 
‘‘ elick, click’’' ” above his head He was balf- 
way then, and taking it to mean a bad omen, 
he began to get down from the tree, when, 

again he heard another lizard’s " chok ” from 
the opposite flirection At this stage, the 

astrologer conld neither olimb np the tree nor 
get down from it, and, at last, finding it was 
becoming late, retnrned home a sorry being The 
- pbysician, who nndertook to bny vegetables. 


^ The Hindus consider the interpretation of ornens, mz , 
the ticking of a hzard, the bowling of a jackal, the 
braying of an oss as a branch of the science known as 
astrology Even to this day, the belief in omens has a 
•strong hold on the credulity of the people, espeeially in 
•villages and country townø 
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began to oonsider the therapentio valne of evorj- 
vegetable m the stall and finally discarding thom 
all, left the market withont bnying any vegetj.blo8. 
It vrås noon by the time all the five soholare 
mefc together again, withont any signs whatever 
even of a prohability of any sort of preparation 
for their food They cnrsed the day and sadly 
bemoaned their lot Appnji, who was informed 
by his servant of the oomio scene at the Litohen, 
sent word to them to appear before the Eaya 
The scholars eame, starving and dejeoted The 
Eaya conld not bnt pity the nnhappy condition 
of the scholars and advising them to be batter 
informed m matters direotly oonceining practical 
lifo, sent them away to their native conntry, with. 
some presents. 


XIII 

A CASE OF IDENTITY 


The Padsha of Delhi issned ordors to tho Eaya 
that his Prime Minister should be immodiately 
sent to his presence Before Appaji arnved at 
Delhi, the Padsha had reconrse to a stratagom 
by whioh he wanted to mislead him He ordered 
one of his conrtiers to pot on thef Emperor’s garb 
and take his seat on the throue, while tho Soltan^ 
disgnising himself as the Vizior, joinod tho ranks of 
the conrtiers, The Eaya’s minister, Appaji, was 
annonnced and was admitted to the Snltan’s dnrbar 
Appaji jnst stood before the Snltan who was in 
tho gniso of a conrtier and made his obeisanco, 
Tho Snltan was not a little sorprisod and conld not 
bnt ovpress his wonder at Appaji’s shrewdnesR and 
asked him how bo made him ont as tho Padsha. 
Appaji said, that sinco tho eyos of all thoso present 
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in the dnrbar were direofced towarde the Padshar 
he nnderstood that a game to mislead bim was 
being played. The Saltan vrås immensely pleased afr 
Åppaji’s esplanntion and sent him home 'with royal 
presents. The Sultan henceforth determined thab 
he shonld not interfere with the Raya’s internal 
affairs, convjnced, as he was, of the faet that so long 
as the services of Appnji were entertained by the 
Eaya, he vrould alvrajs he defeated in his attempts 
to circomvent the Eaya. 


FOLR-LORE OF THE TELOGOS 

BY 

MR. G. R SUBRAMIAH PANTULL/ 


\Thovgh folL lorc appcars to bc a very much neglcctcd branch of 
atudy, i; takes the plaec of hxstory, by tJirowing a world of Itght 
on the manners, customs and rehgious and socral condtltons of 
the pcople whose folk lore il is. Indian folk lort presents very 
often a strangc blcndtng of the natural and the supematural, 
whicji exerts a peeuhar injluenee on the listener. This has 
taken possesswn of the Telugu mind to a very great extent, 
8«'much sothat the ordinary Telugu person fully behevea that 
there can be no gloomter form of mjidehty than that which gues- 
tions the reahty of the supematural.] 


* I 

THE KINO AND THE WRESTLER 


W HILE King Nandana was wielding sway over 
Telngn land, a wrestler approaohed him and 
said that he had toiled hard and learnt fencing and 
similar arts, conld fight witb wild animals and 
conld even walk with a huge monntain on his head. 
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The King heard him and thonghfc thafc snch a 
giant -^vonld be serviceable to him, and engaged his 
services for a hundred pagodas a month i 

There was a hnge monntam near the city 
infested vrith ivild beasts which were cansing 
great havoc among tbe people The King, therefore, 
sent for the vrestler and said —“Yon declared, 
yon knov, that yon coold carry a monntam on 
yonr shonlders A monntain there is in the 
neighbonrhood, which is the canse of mnch 
snffering to the people Taks it away to a 
distant spot” 

The vrrestler vrås all obedience, and on the 
nest day at dawn, the King took him with his 
ministers, priests, and a retinne of soldiers, to 
tbe vicinity of the monntain Tbe wrestler girded 
np his waist-hand, tied his tnrban and stood ready 
The King saw him and called npon him to take 
the monntain on his head and go 

The vrrestler replied —“ Sir, I made yon nnder- 
stand that I conld carry the monntain on my 
head, bnt I did not say that I conld lift it np 
Kindly command yonr soldiers, therefore, to tear 
the monntain np and place it on mj head, aod 
I vrill then carry it to vrhatever place yon may 
command me.” 


II 

THE OLD THE COCK J.VZ? THE HEAVTH 


JK the Tillage of Pennagarai, on the road from 
Conjeeveram to 'Wandtivash, there hved an 
old voman vrbo had n fire place in her honso 
and a cock Day after day at early morn, \vhen 
the first streaks of light were visible, the cock 
■cTonld crow All the villagers vronld then rise. 
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•procure fire afc her honse and go their ways. 
This State of affaira had continned for a long time, 
till.the old dame took it into her head to imagine 
that the day dawned hecaase her cock crew, that 
all the villagers cooked and ate their food becanse 
they obtained fire from her house She wanted 
to see how tbe day could dawn and how tbe 
villagers wonld manage to oook their food if she 
qnitted the village So she went, nnknown to 
anybody in the village, to a wood far off with 
her cock and her cooking store and sat down 
there The next raorrow, all the villagers arose, 
came as nsnal to the old woman’s honse, bnt 
not finding her there, thongbt she most have 
gone Bomewhere on some errand, fetched fire from 
some other place and cooked their food and ate it. 
In the meantime, the old woman remained m 
the wood nntil dusk, when a villager happened 
to pass by her She called onb to him and 
said —“ I was not m the village this morning 
has it dawned there ? Have tbe people pioonred 
'fire? Have they cooked and eaten their food?” 

He langhed and said —” Do yon think that 
thé whole World depends entiiely on yonr cock 
and yonr fire? Why do yon remain here ? Get 
np and go home ” 


THE SA^ACIOUS MINISTER 


S ULTAN Mahmnd nsed to wage war abroad 
and to oppresB his people at home His 
whole dominion lay rnined and desolate Upon 
this, bis minister thongbt that it was imperative 
to contrivo some stratagem by whioh the king 
wonld bccome a good rnler Accordingly, when-’ 
ever he spoke to the king, he used to relate how 
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he had oncø been a pnpil of a certam Sant/asm 
and had learnt the languaBø of birds 

Onø daj, as thø king and thø mmistør \fore 
røtnrning from thø hnnt, two owls wørø sitting 
upon a trøø hooting at eaob other. Thø king, 
hearing the noise, called upon his minister to 
tell him ^vhat the hirds were conversing ahonc 
The premier listened for a short time, as thongh 
he really nnderstood the conversation of the owls. 
and then told the king that they were not words 
fit for him to heat The king, however, insisted 
upon hearing the words 

The Vizier, therefore, represented the conver¬ 
sation to have been as follows —" One of the owls 
has a son and the other a danghter, and tho 
two parent hirds are negotiating a marriago hetwoon 
their children The one said to the other — 
“ Then, yon will give yonr danghter to my son 
but will yon give him flfty ruined villagcs ? ’’ 
To whioh the other replied —"While our Sultan 
Mahmud, by the grace of the Ålmigbtj, rnles so 
happily, can there he a dearth of rnined villagos ? 
Yon only asked mø for a paltry fifty, I ■will gjvo 
yon five hundred ” , 

"When the Sultan heard this, he was verji 
mueh grieved at heart Bo he at onco ordorod 
the re building of all the ruined villagcs in his 
realm, and made his suhjects happfy 


IV 

THE LION AND THE JACKAL 


Tn the Dandaka forest was a lion which was 
in the hahit of attacking and killing all tho 
Tioasts thoroin To Tid themselves of tho 
constant fear in which they were, all tho other 
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animals proposeel to snpply the hon with one- 
ammal a day, if it would not attaok them any 
longer. This promise was agreed to and kept 
np for some time. After a time, it feli to the 
lot of a fox to he sent to the hon, who, by no 
means^ relishing the idea of being devoured,. 
walked slowly along, thinking all the while of 
some plan by whioh he wonld be able to pnt 
an end to the hon and save his own hfe The 
hon, not finding the animal at the proper 
moment, was very muoh enraged and insisted 
upon an explanation for the delay The fox 
rejoined —“ Sir, another fox was sent under my 
charge by all the animals of the forest as an 
offering to you, but, on the toad, I met another 
hon, who took away your meal and asked me to 
tell you of it.” 

The hon ordered the fox * to take him instantly 
to the place of his enemy. The ounning fox took 
the hon to the side of a well, and saying that the- 
other hon was in it, begged him to take him in 
his arms that he might also have a peep into the 
well When the hon saw the refleotion of himself 
in'the water with the fdx in his arms, he instantly 
tame to the oonclusion that he was looking on hi& 
enemy , and having dropped the fox, made a furious' 
leap into the well and immediately perished 


V 

THE INEVITABILITT OF THE LAW OF KARMA 


T'hERE was a weaver in the Karnataka,, 
^ Haimantaka by name, who wove both ooarse 
oToth and fine linen. But ae his profits were very 
meagre, he was not able to make both ende meet^ 
Adjaoent to his ‘ abode was another of the same- 
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profession, Dhimanfca, who hved happily on tho 
large income he derived by weaving coarse rongh 
fabnc One day, Haimantaka approaobed his \rife 
and complained to her as follows — 

" My talents are nnknown to any one in the 
place,” said he, " I propose qnitting my home for 
another place with the objeot of amassing as miich 
wealth as possible " 

His wife rejoined —“ Of what avail is yonr 
going to a distant place ? Yon will get only as mnoh 
as it has fallen to yonr lob to earn ” 

Despite her remonstrances, he quitted his abode, 
wonb to and setbled for a time in a far-olT conntrj, 
■wove snoh clothes as were in demand in tho place, 
made money by his profession and wended his way 
homewards On the way, he etayed at an inn and, 
secnring his treasare m a oorner, went to rest for 
the nighb Thieves rnshed into the inn and pnr- 
loined evory item of property that was thoro, so 
that when he rose op the next morning, ho found 
to his great disappointment and distross, that ho 
had nothing left He thns lenrnt, very dearly 
indeed, the trnth of what his wifo had told hfm 
And feeling very despondent, he livod npon snob 
small gains as he conld make at home. Tho moral 
of this IS nnlucky anywhere, unluckj everywhoro! 


VI 

DURBUDDBJ ASD SUBVDDHJ 


A t Åvanti hved two merchants, Dnrbuddhi and 
Sabnddbi b> name Theso two men went to 
n forcign conntry, amasscd ranch wealth thoro and 
rotnrnod and bnriod nnknown to anjbodj tho wholo 
of their riches onder a hngo tamannd tree 
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Nofc long affcer, Dnrbnddhi went olandestinely to 
the spot, pnrloined the whole treasnre and oarried 
it away to his honse A few days aftør this, hoth 
of them went together to the tree and fonnd 
that the treasnre had heen removed Upon this,, 
Dnrhnddhi aoonsed the other of having secreted the 
treasnre, dragged him hefore a conrt of jnstice and 
lodged a oomplaint against him The Jndge 
promised to go into the oase the next day 

Meanwhile, Dnrhnddhi took his father along with 
him, placed him in the hollow of the tree, and 
instrnoted him to answer favonrahly (to himself) 
the Jndge’s qneries on the morrow The next 
day the Jndge, with a view to condnot a looal 
examination, came with hiø attendants near the 
tree and asked who had taken away the monøy. 
To the intense astonishment of the hy-standers, 
the man inside the tree aocnsed Snhnddhi of 
having secreted the money Bnt the Jndge-was not 
a man to he taken in easily After a little 
refleotion, he oansed some straw to he hronght, 
stnSed the hollow of the tree with it and set 
fire to it The man inside was ahont to he 
snffocated and howled for his life The Jndge, 
tieroeiving the deceit that Dnrhnddhi had played, 
came to the conolnsion that it was he who had 
walked away with the money He oansed, 

' therefore, all the money to he hronght and 
giten to Snlboddhi. 


(VII 

PUBITY OF THOUGHT 


EL T Vizagapatam hved two friende, one of 
whom nsed to perform with pnpotilionsness 
the religions rites enjoined on him and, prooeeding 
to the temple, he nsed to remain there for a long 
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time The other paesed hi= time in fn^olone 
conversation •cnth baon companions The former, 
thonsh a freqcenter ot the temple, hankered after 
—orlålv enjovmente. The latter vrås, horreVer, 
ashamed of his hfe and v-ae extremely eorry 
that he did not folio— the virtnons vrzys of 
his friend 

Tnis —ent on for a' lon^ time and then they 
hoth hreathed their last Ent the first one vrås 
taken to Hell and the other to Heaven The sage 
Narada seeing the fate of these trro, approached 
the Almigbty and said “O God' Hell has 
failen to the lot of the man -who spent bis davs 
in yonr temple, iivhile yon have given Heaven 
and Seal beatitnde to the fellov vrho vrasted his 
time fnvolonsly. If yon, vho are all-povrerfcl, 
perpstrate sach harefaced in}n5t;ce, —ho in the 
—orld Till adore yon '> ” 

The Ålmighty smiled on hearing these Tords 
and sa’d tnat he ga-e redemption to thet man 
—ho bad centred his mind on virtne, Thile the 
other —as sent to hell Tho freqnented the temple 
bnt desired to enjoy the delights of the vorld 
Upon the pnnty of onr mind depends the gdod 
cr evil state Te attaln after deatb ' 


Vin 

THE ?ELECTI02' OF A RVLEP 

T^VTIJAKIETTI. Eing of Cholamandala, bad three 
sons As be'vras old and no loncer capable of 
gniding the destinies of his realm, he resolved to 
give his kingdom to any of bis sons vrho might 
he 2t to mle 

In order, therefore, to ascertain their capacity. 
he sent for his eldest son first and asked him 
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whnt he mosfc desired. Hp repHed thnt he waB 
most nnxiooB to have aronnd him the hest 
logipians, gratnmarians, rhetoricmns and other men 
■of science, and to pasB his tfme in the stndy of 
the liavwyana, MahabJiai nta and other saered 
bookp The king therenpon gave him a few 
villages for his mainfenance and told him to go 
thoro and do according to hiB vrishes. 

He thcn sent for hia popond son and asked 
him what he doBired most He replied “ I am 
anxiooB to vipit pacred shrines ’’ The king theie- 
npon gave him the money npcessary and sent 
him on his pilgrimage 

He then pont for his third son and asked him 
vrhat his dp^irc xvas He replied “ To acquire 
a kingdom, levj a great armv, protect the people, 
make the provincos frnitful and thus acqnire 
great farne are the ohjecta of my ambition ” 

The king vrås mach gratified at these words, 
and, thinking that he was the fittest person to 
rnle the kingdom, made over the charge of his 
kingdom to him The son assnmed the rems of 
gOTornment, troated his people with jnstice and 
^yeneroBitj and consequently, his people flonnshed. 


IX 

liESOUnCEFULNESS 


A CERTÅIN king of the Karnatak had a 
beantiful, flower garden in whioh he spent 
most of his leisnre honrs He had a minister, 
whose son was in the habit of going daily to 
the garden and pnrioining the flowers. The king, 
missing a namber of thøm day aftør day, told 
the gårdeners in charge to he on the alert to 
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apprehend the fchief and bring him before bim^ 
They accordingly kept ■watcb, oanght the minister’s 
son red-handed, pnt him into a convejance a|ong 
witb the stolen flowers and took him to the 
king’s palace The minister was at the time 
standing at the gate Those who were near him 
told him what had happened, how his son had 
stolen the flowers, how he was canght by tbo 
gardenor in the very act of stealing them, and 
how he was being oonveyed before the king They 
wanted the minister to save his son fiom infamj 
The minister therenpon londly answered "It is 
of no conseqnence, if he has a month, he will 
live ” The son, hearing this, qnickly pcroeived 
the evact import of his father’s words, and 
immediately ate all the flowers When thoj 
bronght him before the king, he askod tho boy 
•why he had stolen the flowers To which tho 
boj said that they bronght him thero nnjnstlj, 
for he only went to see tho gaiden, but did not 
stoal any flower As there were no flowers fonnd 
with him, the king beheved this and let him froo. 


X 

T Itu Tn WILL COME TO LWIIT 

Tn days long gono bj, tbere hved a wealthy 
merchant at Delhi Ono of his sorvants 
stole somo of the proportj in tfie honso and 
absconded the next daj The tnerohant therenpon 
sent ont his men to searoh for the thief, bnt all 
was of no avail Not long after, tho morohant 
chanced to go to another city on some bnsinoss 
He there saw the servant, who, had oommitted 
tho theft, walking in tho streot He seized him 
and taved him with having stolen tho proporty 
and absconded , bnt tho follow seized tho morohant 
b> tho waist cloth and clamorously demanded his 
proporty, saying that tho merchant had boon his 
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servant, that he had stolen valnable things from 
his honse, that he had heen looking but for him 
for mauy a day and had now found him, The 
two’ went hefore a magistrats and represented 
their grievances The magistrats refleoted a little 
and ordered them hoth to put their heads through 
a window, and callin^ the executioner, he said 
to him “Whoever is the servant, cut off his 
head" Now it oame to pass that the fellow 
'n’ho had committed the theft heing really the 
servant, and hearing that they vrere going to 
cut off the head of the servant, withdrew it, 
while the merchant never removed his head from 
the window On this, the magistrats discerning 
that the man who withdrevp his head ^vas really 
the culprit, punished him severely. 

XI 

Ay HOKEST SEBTAXT 

ThBEB vrås a king at Anantapur, Kunthibhoja 
by name "While he was holding his dwbair 
seated on his throne and surrounded by a host 
of punditå, ministers and others, a Kshatriya 
cåme and bowed and said that he would honestly 
serve the king if the king engaged him as* his 
servant The king appointed him as his personal 
attendant From the very first, he kept a vigilant 
watoh over the* king’s palace One midnight, the 
king heard the ories of a woman, called his 
attendant and asked him who it was that cried. 
The Kshatriya attendant said that he, too had 
heard the same ories ior ten days past, but 
could not say where they came from, but that 
he would makø enquiries, should the king 
oommand him to do so. The king asked him to 
enquire into the matter, and when the servant 
departed, he followed him mcognito to see 
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vrhitlier he vrent. He \rent ontside the town 
and fhere saw a Troman with dishevelled hair, 
eeated near the temple of Dnrga, crying at the' 
top of her voice. He asked her vrho she' Tras 
and Trhy she was crying She replied that she 
was the tntelary Goddess of Knnthibhoja’s king- 
dom and that as the king vrås destined to 
breathe his last in two or three days more, she 
Tras crying—for Trho woold protect her then ^ 
The king’s attendant then asked her if there 
Trere any means by Trhich the king’s life conld 
be saved She said that, if the attendant’s son 
Trere offered as a sacnfice to Dorga, the king 
TTonld IiTe for a very long time He therenpon 
Trent home and informed his son of what he 
had heard The son asked him to perform the 
sacnfice instantly and save the life of the king, 
for, by the king, a good many people hved The 
attendant then took his son to the temple, dreir 
his sTTord from the scabbard and Tras aboot to 
slay him, vrhen Dnrga appeared before tbem and 
said that she was so pleased Trith his condnct 
that she 'cronld confer on him any boon he might 
ask. He reqnested Dnrga to spare the life of 
king Knnthihho]a and to bless him Trith long 
life and prosperity Dnrga gave him the bobn 
Eonght for and disappeared The servant, OTer- 
come TTith ]oy, sent his son home and went to 
the king’s palace The king, Trho had vritnessed 
ircojr ito eTerything that had happened, qnietly 
reached his palace, went npstairs and, pretended 
to be asleep The attendant T-ent to the king 
and said that a Troman Trho had had a qnarrel 
TTith her hnsband was Treeping bitterly, and tbat 
he had pacified her and sent her home 'The 
king admired the self-effacement of his servant 
and raised him to the rank of the Commander- 
in-Chief of his forces. 
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XII 

THE BARES AND THE ELEPHANTS 

I N 3ays long gono by, a dronghfc devaafcated the 
wholo of tbo sontborn coantry, and thore was 
not a 3rop of Trater in pond, Inke, well or tank The 
elephantp, very mncb tronbled with tbif-et, went in 
searcb of a place, wbere tbey conid qnenoh their 
tbirst to tbeir heart’s content, and fonnd a tank 
called ChandrapnBbkarani Ae tbe tank was fnll 
to tbe bnm, tbey qnencbed tbeir thiret tberé, and 
also fonnd a babitabion in tbe woods adjaoent, till 
tbe whole conntrj was again green with verdnre 
Bat the palh leading to the woods was fnll of 
hares, many of wbora weio killed under their heavy 
footsteps The hares, seeiog the calamity that had 
befallon thom, and in sorrow thab they had been 
greatly rednced in numbers, met ab a certain spot 
to devise means for sending the elepbants away to 
a distant spot One of thcm said —“Why fear 
the elepbants ’ I have devised means to geb rid 
of thom.” 

• On a certain moon-lighb nigbt, he ohmbed and 
Kit on an adjacent mounbain-top and said to the 
•elepbants who came by, as nsnal, to drink from 
the tank —“ O, ye elephants, I have been depnted 
by Chandra (the moon), whose tank it is, to inform 
yon that this ^ank has been made for him onder 
bis ordets That i« the reason why ib goes by the 
namo of Chandrapnshkarani {ht the moon’s tank) 
Hø comes hore every night and dallies with his 
wivos. For somø time pasb, he has been interrnpted 
in his pastime by yonr advent He is, therefore, 
very angry with yon Qnit the tank instantly; 
■otberwise, he told me hø wonld destroy yon all øre 
dawn. If yon want to see whether he is angry 
or not, jnsb look into the tank and yon will bø 
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The elephants •vrere wonder-strack and seeing 
the reflection of the moon, agitated bj- the vrind, 
m the water, mistook it for his anger vrith t^ein! 
bowed to the moon, reqnested him to excnse them 
as they had come there in innocence, and desired 
the hare to intercede tvith the moon on their 
behalf The elephants, thereupon, qnitted the place 
instantly and the hares from that time forward 
Hved comfortably * 


XIII 

THE TEIEF OUTWITTED 


A S a boy was sitting on the brink of a well 
crying bitterly, a thief came there and asked 
him why he was crying He answered that as he 
was playing, he looked into the well, when the 
pearl necklace that was on his neck shppod off 
and feil into the water If he shonld go home 
withont the necklace, his parents wonld thr^ish 
him, and on that acconnt he was crying The 
theif. hoping he wonld he able to find it, said to 
him —“ My lad be not afraid, I will go down 
into the well and get the pearl necklace, do 
yon tnke care of my clothes ?” ^aving left his 
clothes on the bank, he jnmped into the well 
Ås Eoon as he had gone down to the bottom, 
the bo\ took his clothes and ran away with 
them The thief searched for a long time, and 
not finding the necklace, came np again, but 
when he conld not see the boy anywhere, he 
exclaimed —' Even I, who am a thief, have been 
deceived by a boy” 

■ Sasaakn ” m Sanskrit The laooD (ht marked with 
BX)ots rcscmbUng tbo form of n hare) 
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XIV 

KING SIBI 


«CY far the beat of monaroha thafc wielded 
Bway over the Nishada oonntry was King Sibi, 
wbo was the type of all virtnes, a well-wiaher 
of hiB Bubjeota. He wonld even forego his life 
to proteot the refngee One day, the Gandarvas 
began praiaing his virtnons qnalitiea at the Conrt 
df their King Devendra, who heard -them and 
ooming to a resolve to pnt hitn to test, assamed 
(the form of a hawk and called npon his friend 
Ågni to take the form of a dove The hawk, 
then parsuing the dove, reaobed the ^ earth The 
dove oame to King Sibi and aaid —“ O King! 
•there oomes a hawk to pnt an end to my life 
and make me its prey. Shield me ” So saying, 
he took refage under the king. Not long after, 
the hawk approaohed the king and Baid —“ It is 
unfair of you to proteot my qnarry, for that 
will lead to ^y death hy starvation Refrain, 
'thdrefore, from proteoting the dove ” To which 
the king replied that he ,woold give the dove’s 
weight of flesh from his hody instead of the dove 
itself. The hawk conseoted to the proposal. 
The king, thereupon, brought a balance, pub the 
dove on one »pan and his flesh on the other, 
but seeing that ewsn a great part of the flesh 
of his body did not equally balance the, dove’s, 
the king himself sat in one of the pans, when 
the weights were found to he equal. Whereuponi 
the hawk and the dove thoughd very highly of 
the king, and assuming their own forms, ’ stood 
fbefore the king, oonferred hoons on h'im and 
'went to their respective worlds. 
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XV 

A WISE COUNSEL 


¥n Bengal, there vas a king who bnilt a hnge- 

fort and hved in it with a very large retinue, 

and wae mvinoible bo long as he remainod in 
the fort 

Now, a Polygar, a tribntary king, conceived' 
the idea of somehow drawing the king out of 
his fort, condning him in prison and occupying 
his vast dominions With this objeot, ho went to 
the king one day and informed him that on the 
morrow, his eon’s marriage was to be celobrated 

and invited the king to be present on the 

auspicious oceasion The king consented, but his- 
minister, ivho heard. the newe, approaohed him and 
said —"Tou have entertained, I hear, thoughts 
of going 'to the Polygar’s house He is a man 
full of tricks, and has large forces I am sure 
he will do you some mischief, once you aro out 
of the fort Do not go to the Polygar ’’ 

To vrhich the king replied —What caro \s;o 
how full of tricks ho is ? He has been faitbfol 
to us long and, judging him from his anteoedents, 
he will not, we think, do ns any harm If he 
entertained snch thoughts, why did he not invade 
our dominions while ive remained*^ in the fort ? ’’ 
The minister replied —" You are invinoiblo so 
long as you remain in the fort and ho daro not 
do you any harm He, therefore, sceks yonr 
friendship But if you once go out of the fort, you 
are helpless He will not snffer the favorable 
opportnmty to pass away He ivill show you- 
then his spite To give you an examplo, the 

lotus, 60 long as it remains in water, epreada 
forth its totals dcspite the heat of the sun' 
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thc snn nll tbr whilo nidin;; it Bnfc onco ifc 
comop o«l of >tp piopcr ^lomont (wntcr),' tho 
Tcry Ft\Tnc pnn ninbcp >t \Mllicr IL ig tbo 

pamo wjtb tbo PoljRnr nnd joiirpolf" 

Tbc Kinc wn«! exoooninply ploapod witb tbeso- 
TTords nnd rofminod from pomp to tbo Poljpnr. 


XVI 

t.\(.r iTJTvnt 


Tunnn rmp n tipcr in n ccrtnin \\ood wbo tiBod’ 
* to I ill nnd dc\our nll tbo bcnplB tbat 
inbnbitod it One dn\, bo cnnpbt n ild buftalo, and’ 
■vrbilo ontmp it, ono of ils bonop Blucb in lus jaws 
The javF boenme inflnmod nnd tbo tipor bad to 
endnre prent pnin. IIo Inid liiniBOlf down under a 
treo. nnd, in prent Btiffonnp, opened biB montb nnd* 
orclfiimod Ibtih —" Plov. pbnll I ottrnet tbiB? How 
Fbnll I InoV VTbnl flinll I do?" In tbiB diBtross 
bo fftv. a rrov, npon Ibo troo and paid lo him — 
"O oro^r, %o(i fpo m> BtifTormp, if jou will but 
oxtrnct Ibo bono nnd rid me of mj pain, I \nll givo 
you nfi mueb nn joti %\nnt from tbo food I proonro 
o\erj daa." Tbo crow aanfl inoaod by tbiB Bupplica- 
tion, nnd tnl.inp compnBBion on bim, tbruBt biB beali. 
into tbo mou^i of tbo tipor and took out tho 
bono Later on, vi 4 jen bo nBkod tbo tiger for tho 
floEb bo bad promiFod, tbo tigor roplied —" Whon 
30U put jour bonk into my moutb, I did not orush' 
JOU under mj jawB, but allof.’od you to como out 
UDinjured, Ungratoful indeod nro you becauBø you 
nek me for flcab ? Look lo your buBiness ” 

ThuB pcoplo in proBperity ofton forget tho- 
fnendfi a\ho have Borved thom in ndvorsity. 
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TBE'TALIS:dAy 


\ T Chatrapnr hved four poor friends, Trho, being 
m great diatress and sorely pnrzled how to 
eke ont a livelihood, met at e certain spot to devise 
some means for bettenng their condition. They 
therenpon performed severe anstenties to tbe 
Goddesa Kah wbo. being pleased vnth them, appeared 
to tbem and asked them what they wanted They 
begged her to confer nches and happiness on 
them. The Goddess therenpon gave each of them a 
talisman which was to he carned on the head 
They were told to go in a northerly direction, and 
vrherever the talisman feil from the head. to dig 
there and take vrhatever came to each' person’s lot 
Thr fonr friends set out on their jonrney northivard 
and vrent a certain distance, when tbe talisman of 
the first person fell from his head When he dog 
there, an enormons qnantity of copper vas fonnd 
The first man told the others that he vas qnite 
content vith his lot and he carried tbe cop^ier 
home Åfter travelling some more distance, they 
fonnd that the talisman fell from the head of 
another of them On digging, he sav an enormons 
qnantitv of silver He folloved the eirample of the 
first and desisted from going anjt farther Tbe 
otber tvo travelled for some tiaie longer, vhen the 
talisman on tbe head of one of tbem fell dovn 
VThen he dng there, an enormons qnantity of gold 
vas fonnd He, therenpon, told his friend not to 
proceed any farther, as vith tbe qnantity of gold 
fonnd there, both of them conld live happily Bnt 
his fnend gave a deaf ear to his vords end vent on 
for ‘some time longer, till the talisman fell from his 
head. A qnantity of iron vas fonnd in the place 
'vhen he dng there He vas* overcorae vith grief 
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nt lus lot nnd roKroUinR bc did not nccppt bis friond's 
ofTcr, IiP rotmhrd bis filrps Rut. nlns, bc 
flot« nblc to find bitn. Tbcrcnpon, immcreod in 
pncf. bo cricd to rpI nt tbc iron tlml Imd fallen 
to bis lot. bnt \tbrn bo went tbere, bc \\nB not 
nblc lo find llmf nlso rcclmp \erj eoio at 
benrf. bo entm* baoK to tbc to^n and hved 
tbere bv beppinp 


xvni 
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\T Tirupnti lI^cd n Rrabman id poor circam- 
finnerv.ho rcceived on a cerlain da\ a 
pot of fioiir nn a present from a merehant.' Ho 
look jI. and beinn nory lircd, Boated biniBolf on 
tbc vrrnndnb of n Jioiirc, nnd Fohlo(]iii7cd tbns 
“If I scll lliif pot of flonr, I filmll rcL balf a-rnpeo 

for it. '.itb v.hicb I ran pnrebnBo a Kid This, 

in rborL lime, v, ili {irodncc a floflc, I nill tbon 
ftll llicm and bii> cov.b nnd bufialooB, and tbus, 
in a fcv. jears, I Bball bc tho mafiter of 

three tboiifand beadfi of cattlo I vill tben 

purtbaep a inansion, wbiob I vill ftirnisb elcgantly, 
and marrj a Iirnutifiil dnmRcl wbo \m11 crown my 
hrippincRR b> Ri\iDR»birth lo a son My vife will 
allow tbc babj to cry, but I fiball Rive her a 
kicl:" ThuB tbinkinR, bo tbrunt oab bis leg bke 
one reallj Roing to Icick Btruck tbo pot nnd 
broko it to piecoB. The flour got tni\ed witb 
dirt and all bis ideas of happiness vaniebod. 
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THE CRANE AND THE SWAN 


|N days long pone by, there hved on the banks 

of tbe river Kriebna, a crane on a silk-cotton 
tree Once npon a time, it bectoned to a svrac 
passing by, and said —Yonr body resembles mmt 
in colonr, bnt yonr beak and legs are red ] 
have not come across a bird of yonr kind till now 
"Who are yon ? Whet’ is yonr errand ’ ” 

Wherenpon, the swan gave the followini 
ansiver —“ I am a svran, I am an inhabitant o 
tbe heavenly lake called Manasasaras I an 
coming thence ” 

The crane then asked vrhat thinps iver 
procntable there and what formed the chief articl 
of its food To which the svran replied —“ A 
the things there are made by angehc bands, i 
js beyond my power to descnbe the granden 
of the place, bnt yon may hear some of th 
important things procnrable In and aronnd Jha 
region are fonnd golden earth, ambrosia, goldei 
lotnses, heaps of pearls, clonds of perfomes and tn 
tree of paradise Every object thereof i 
a wonder” 

When the swan informed the crane fnrthe 
that it partook of the bods ot golden lotnses, th 
latter impatiently asked the former if any oyster 
were procnrable there On receiving a reply ii 
the negative, the latter borst into a fit of langbte 
and said —" Why prattie of the excellences of i 
place void of oysters ? It is a pitv yon do no 
know how palatable the oysters are" 
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XX 

DVPED BY THIEVES 


'^I'HERB was a Brahman, Vasanfchayaji by name, 
at Snramapnra, on the banke of the Tamra- 
parni He conceived the idea of performing a 
yajna (eacrifiee), and wanted fonr or five of the 
hest goate for the purpose He 'went, therefore, 
to a neighbouring village, purehaeed the goats, 
and was wending his way home, when fonr thieves 
In confederaoy wanted to appropnate the goate 
to themselves One of them, therefore, came and 
■stood before the Brahman and said “ Wby are you 
carrying a number of mad dogs?” The Brahman 
merely thought him a fool who oonfounded goats 
■with mad dogs He went on a little farther, when 
another of the thieves put him the same question 
and wanted him to take oare lest the mad dogs 
ehonld b^te him. The Brahman, on hearing these 
words, é^ntertained a slight doubt in his mind 
"When he had gone some more yards, the third 
thief camé olose by the goats, and began to rebnke 
the Brahman for letting loose a number of mad 
•flogs on the wayfarers The Brahman, on hearing 
this, became oertain that they must be mad dogs 
and tried to unloose them, when the last of the 
thieves oame up and wanted him to tie them up 
to a tree ad]5cent, as by letting them loose, he 
would make them '^all npon people and bite them 
The Brahman thereupon tied them to a tree and 
ran away. The thieves then untied them and 
took them home. 
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r^AVTF OF HUMAN WISHES 


14ING Jayachanåra had two favonntes, one a 
Mnsaalman and the other a Brahman, to 
whom he was constantly giving presents, by means 
of whioh they grew rich and hved happily One 
day, the king asked them to whom they owed 
their happmess The Mnssalman immediately 
replied that he was indebted solely to his 
aovereign , bnt the Brahman declared that he 
owed everything to the grace of the Ålmighty 
The king wiahing to put their assertions to the 
test, filled a pnmpkin with pearls, whioh he 
delivered to the Mnssalman, and at the same 
time preaented the Brahman with two pieces of 
Bliver On their way home, the former, not 

knowing the contents of the pnmpkin, began to 
grnmble at the king’a present, ahd told the latter 
that he wonld sell it to him for his two 
silver-pieces, to which the Brahman • conaented 
When he broke it and fonnd the immense weirlth 
that it contained, he retnrned to the king in 
great ]oy and related his adventnre The king’s 
vanity was completély cnred by this occurrence. 
UnasBisted by the band of Providence, human 
endeavonra are frnitless 
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